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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

🏛️ CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika’s Employee Clinic Switch Would Save $314,000 a Year, City Says — but Council
Wants a Fair Shot for Local Providers
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Swapping the operator of the city's employee health clinic at 105 N. 10th St. from Premise Health to Symbol Health could
save $314,000 to $354,000 a year, HR Director Brian Weiss told the council at its extended Sept. 15 work session, the
Opelika Observer reported.

Location, services and medical staff would stay the same. Council members want local providers to get a fair chance
before a new agreement comes back for a vote.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Power Crews Have Parts of Northwest Opelika Without Power Until 11 a.m. Friday
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Auburn held off unbeaten Vanderbilt 21-15 for Alex Golesh's first SEC win, its first SEC home win since November 2024
and a 35th straight Homecoming victory.

▸

Eleven men were arrested in a two-day child solicitation sting at an Opelika hotel run by the Lee County Sheriff's Office.▸

Alabama settled its TikTok lawsuit for at least $100 million — possibly up to $300 million — plus new limits for teen
users.

▸

Opelika's proposed employee-clinic switch would save $314,000 to $354,000 a year, the city says; the Lee County Fair
opens Tuesday.

▸
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Opelika Power Services cut power to more than 100 customers from 8 to 11 a.m. Friday, Sept. 25, for primary
reconductor work meant to track down six separate outages that have been affecting homes and streetlights in the
northwest part of the city.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Patsy Boyd Parker, Opelika High’s First Black Counselor, Named Opelika’s September
Citizen of Excellent Character
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Ward 4 Council Member Chuck Beams presented the city's September character award to longtime educator Patsy Boyd
Parker, a Darden High graduate who became Opelika High's first Black counselor after integration and spent her career
steering students toward college money.
Source: Opelika Daily News

👮 PUBLIC SAFETY

Eleven Men Arrested in Two-Day Child Solicitation Sting at an Opelika Hotel
SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Lee County sheriff's investigators, working with the Covenant Rescue Group and the Auburn and Opelika police
departments, arrested 11 men during a Sept. 17–18 undercover operation at an Opelika hotel targeting adults who
arranged to meet a minor for sex.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Man Charged With Enticing a Child and Sexual Abuse After a Georgia Tip
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Lee County Sheriff's Office investigators on Friday, Sept. 25, arrested Sylvester Emmitt Brown, 35, of Opelika, and
charged him with one count of enticing a child for immoral purposes and one count of second-degree sexual abuse.

The sheriff's office said it received a report on Sept. 15 from an investigator with the Thomas County, Georgia, Sheriff's
Office about the sexual abuse of a juvenile. The crime is alleged to have happened in the 200 block of Lee Road 446 in the
Opelika area. Investigators said evidence they gathered supported the allegations.

Brown was held in the Lee County Detention Center on a $20,000 bond. Anyone with information is asked to call the
sheriff's office at 334-749-5651 or Central Alabama Crime Stoppers at 334-215-STOP (7867).

Charges are accusations; Brown is presumed innocent unless proven guilty in court.
Source: CNAW 2 News

Sylacauga Man Killed in Head-On Crash on Lee Road 188 West of Auburn
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

A Sylacauga man was killed and an Auburn woman was hurt in a head-on crash Friday evening, Sept. 25, on Lee Road 188
near Lee Road 78, about 10 miles west of Auburn, according to the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency.
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Troopers said Jimmy E. Salters, 43, was driving a 2006 Ford Focus that collided with a Jeep Grand Cherokee just after
6:30 p.m. Lee County Coroner Daniel Sexton said Salters was pronounced dead at the scene at about 7:06 p.m.

The other driver, Kacie Smith, 52, of Auburn, was taken to Baptist Medical Center South in Montgomery. ALEA's Highway
Patrol Division is investigating.
Source: WTVM / WSFA / CNAW 2 News

Firefighters Battle a Bedroom Fire in a Denson Drive Home Across From Opelika Middle
School
SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika firefighters responded to a house fire at about 10:37 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 26, in the 1200 block of Denson Drive,
across from Opelika Middle School, CNAW 2 News reported.

The Opelika Fire Department sent Engines 1, 2 and 3, Ladder 1 and a battalion truck, and Opelika police also responded.
The fire was reported in a back bedroom; crews knocked it down and used fans to clear smoke from the house. Three
residents were seen sitting outside during the response.

The extent of the damage and whether anyone was hurt had not been released.
Source: CNAW 2 News

Shipping Container Falls Onto an SUV After a Tractor-Trailer Hits the Marvyn Parkway
Railroad Overpass
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

A tractor-trailer struck the low railroad overpass on Marvyn Parkway around 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 22, and its shipping
container landed on an SUV, heavily damaging it and closing part of the road for a time.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Man Charged With Burglary and Theft at an Auburn Business
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn police, assisted by Opelika police, arrested Romen Bentley Cockrell, 31, of Opelika, on Sept. 22 on third-degree
burglary and fourth-degree theft charges; he was held on a $4,000 bond.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Lee County Deputies Honored for April Shootout on Lee Road 188 That Wounded an
Investigator
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Lee County Sheriff's Office honored seven employees and one probate office worker, most for an April 15 warrant
service on Lee Road 188 that turned into a gunfight in which Investigator Matt Sheets was shot in the arm and a child was
brought to safety.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Police Report: Sept. 11-20, 2026
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SEPTEMBER 21, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

OPD's daily releases for Sept. 11–20 logged eight DUI arrests, 11 theft-related incidents — including two organized retail
thefts at Target on Enterprise Drive — and two other notable crimes.
Source: Opelika Daily News

💼 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

East Alabama Health’s Paid Maintenance Internships With Southern Union Earn a State
Best-Practice Award
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Alabama Department of Workforce named East Alabama Health's FAME partnership with Southern Union a 2026-27
Regional Work-Based Learning Best Practice — the only health care organization recognized.
Source: Opelika Daily News

🎓 EDUCATION

Auburn Reports Record 35,733 Students, a 94% Retention Rate and an 84% Six-Year
Graduation Rate
SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn enrolled 6,485 first-time freshmen, up 6%, out of more than 67,000 applications; the class averaged a 29.1 ACT
and a 4.10 high school GPA.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Cracks the U.S. News Top 100 at No. 100; Nursing Jumps 13 Spots
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn rose to No. 100 nationally and No. 46 among publics in the 2027 U.S. News rankings; undergraduate nursing
climbed 13 spots to No. 27.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Researchers Win $2.73 Million NIH Grant to Help Low-Income Families Sleep
Better
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Drs. Brian Gillis and Ben Hinnant of the College of Human Sciences will run a randomized clinical trial of a program to
improve children's and parents' sleep in low-income families.
Source: Opelika Daily News

🏈 SPORTS
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Auburn Ends Its SEC Home Drought, Holds Off Vanderbilt 21-15 for Golesh’s First League
Win
SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Byrum Brown threw for one touchdown and ran for another, and Cade Carlson recovered a blocked punt in the end zone
as Auburn held off previously unbeaten Vanderbilt 21-15 before a sold-out Homecoming crowd.

It was Auburn's first SEC home win since November 2024, Alex Golesh's first conference win and the Tigers' 35th straight
Homecoming victory. Auburn visits Tennessee on Oct. 3.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Belle Patrick’s 29 Kills Power Auburn Volleyball to a Reverse Sweep at Arkansas in the SEC
Opener
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — FAYETTEVILLE, ARK.

Auburn volleyball dropped the first two sets at Arkansas on Friday night, then won the next three to open Southeastern
Conference play with a reverse sweep (21-25, 23-25, 28-26, 25-19, 15-9) at Barnhill Arena.

Belle Patrick had a career-high 29 kills, the second most by an Auburn player in the rally-scoring era (2001 to present),
plus nine digs and two aces. Preseason All-SEC pick Lauren Dreves returned off the bench after missing seven matches
with an illness and delivered the kill that saved an Arkansas match point in the third set, then closed out the fifth.

The win was Auburn's first reverse sweep of the season and extended its winning streak to eight matches, the second
longest under coach Brent Crouch. The Tigers are 1-0 in the SEC.
Source: Auburn Athletics

Auburn Soccer Wins 2-0 at Missouri for Its Second Straight SEC Shutout; Arkansas Next
Sunday
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — COLUMBIA, MO.

Kelly Gordon assisted goals by Kennedy Husbands and Tahirah Turnage-Morales three minutes apart in the first half as
Auburn won its first SEC road match of the season.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Soccer Falls 1-0 at Arkansas; No. 9 Tennessee Visits Thursday
SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 — FAYETTEVILLE, ARK.

Auburn soccer lost 1-0 at Arkansas on Sunday afternoon at Razorback Field, the finale of a five-day SEC road swing.
Lauren Van Rhein scored for the Razorbacks from the top of the six-yard box in the 20th minute.

Dylan Driver forced a diving save in the 30th minute, and Hannah Bell's shot from the top of the box went just over the
crossbar with less than 10 seconds left. Goalkeeper Ayana Yapo matched her season high with four saves.

Auburn (6-2-3, 2-2-0 SEC) has allowed just three goals this season, the fewest in program history through 11 matches.
“We battled to the very end but we were missing a little bit of quality today,” coach James Armstrong said.

The Tigers return home Thursday, Oct. 1, to face No. 9 Tennessee at 6 p.m. CT on SEC Network in their Kick Out Cancer
match.
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Source: Auburn Athletics

No. 3 Auburn Equestrian Blanks Lynchburg 9-0 in Its Home Opener
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn's third-ranked equestrian team opened its 2026-27 season Thursday with a 9-0 Jumping Seat win over Lynchburg
at the Auburn University Equestrian Center, going 4-0-1 on the Flat and 5-0 over Fences.

Junior Ariana Marnell was named Most Outstanding Performer on the Flat, and freshman Taylor Cawley earned the
Fences honor in her first career start. “I thought we had some great rides, a good way to kick off the season,” coach
Jessica Braswell said.

Auburn hosted Bridgewater (Va.) on Friday and is home again against SMU on Saturday, Oct. 3.
Source: Auburn Athletics

Prep Scoreboard: Sept. 24-25
SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika, Auburn High, Central-Phenix City and Dothan all had open dates, so no Class 6A, Region 2 records changed.
Opelika visits Auburn High on Oct. 2 in the 102nd meeting of the rivalry.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Lee-Scott’s Comeback Comes Up Inches Short in a 25-23 Loss to Trinity Presbyterian
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Lee-Scott Academy rallied from a 19-0 first-half deficit but fell 25-23 to Trinity Presbyterian at Jud Scott Field on Friday
when the Warriors' tying two-point try was stopped less than a yard short with 34 seconds left, The Auburn Villager
reported.

Brooks Zachry ran 20 times for 84 yards and a touchdown, Thomas Carmichael hit a 45-yard field goal before halftime,
and Griffin Gaston scored twice — a one-play touchdown catch from Logan Wilson early in the fourth quarter and the
final touchdown run. Wilson went 8 of 17 for 114 yards, and William Johnson caught three passes for 48 yards on the last
drive.

The loss dropped Lee-Scott to 0-6. “They're fighting their butts off. I wanted that one for them tonight,” coach Jacob
Ozment said.
Source: The Auburn Villager

Opelika Flag Football Beats Escambia County 21-6, Wins Its Second Straight
SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Bulldogs (4-3) handed Escambia County its first loss and visit Auburn on Wednesday, Sept. 30, at 5 p.m.
Source: Opelika Daily News

AISA Will Stop Running Private-School Sports After 2026-27 as the New GSIAA Takes Over
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — ALABAMA
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The Alabama Independent School Association board voted to end more than 50 years of AISA-run athletics after this
school year; the new Gulf States Independent Athletic Association plans its first season in 2027-28.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika’s ‘UPS Man in the Stands’ Savors a Last Season With Both Adopted Sons on the
Field
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Observer profiled Richard Oden, the retired UPS driver whose Bulldog Stadium routine has drawn millions of views,
in the last season his adopted sons Elijah and Kentrell are guaranteed to share a field.
Source: Opelika Daily News

🎭 ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Lee County Fair Returns Sept. 29-Oct. 3, With $1 Admission After 6 p.m. on Opening Night
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The fair runs Tuesday through Saturday at the Lee County Fairgrounds, 2408 Lafayette Parkway. Opening night is free
until 6 p.m. and $1 after; the rest of the week is $5 for adults.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika High Theatre Society opens its season with ‘Come From Away,’ Sept. 25-Oct. 4
SEPTEMBER 21, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Six performances at the Opelika Center for the Performing Arts; remaining shows are Oct. 1 and 3 at 7 p.m. and Oct. 4 at 3
p.m. Tickets are $15 and $10 on GoFan.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Historian Keith Hebert on a Murdered 1868 Wrestler at the Next Lunch Break
Lecture, Sept. 30
SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Hebert will speak at noon Wednesday at the Museum of East Alabama on the 1868 murder of wrestler Uzile Prickett and
the roots of American sports entertainment.
Source: Opelika Daily News

AACT’s Junior Performers Stage ‘Imagine a Dragon’ in October; SceneWorks Returns in
December
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Performances run Oct. 1–10 at the Jan Dempsey Community Arts Center; tickets $12 adults, $10 students and seniors.
Source: Opelika Daily News
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Opelika Minister Robert Miller Turns His Own ‘Empty Wells’ Into a Book on Faith
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Miller, who serves at Tenth Street Church of Christ, has written “Wells With No Water,” drawing on baseball, military
service in Afghanistan, ministry and mission work.
Source: Opelika Daily News

📍 AUBURN-OPELIKA METRO

Auburn Council Members Join Tenant Union Meeting as Lemans and Chateau Residents
Face Displacement
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The new Auburn Tenant Union met for residents of two low-rent complexes set to be torn down; Mayor Ron Anders said
early talks with affordable-housing developer Fred Bennett reached no conclusions.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Homecoming Parade Friday Closes Downtown Auburn Streets; Cars Left on the Route Will
Be Towed
SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn's Homecoming Parade rolled through downtown at 6 p.m. Sept. 25, with streets closed from 4 p.m.
Source: Opelika Daily News

🏛️ ALABAMA POLITICS

Alabama reaches $100 million settlement with TikTok, with new limits for teens
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Attorney General Steve Marshall announced a settlement of Alabama's lawsuit accusing TikTok of addictive design and
harming young users. At least $100 million is due within 45 days, rising to as much as $300 million if conditions are met;
the case had been set for trial Monday.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Alabama’s Indoor Smoking Ban Covers Vaping Starting Oct. 1 — Including Stadiums and
School Games
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — ALABAMA

Senate Bill 9 adds e-cigarettes to the Clean Indoor Air Act, covering ballparks, stadiums, public buildings and libraries
starting Thursday.
Source: Opelika Daily News
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State Employees’ Health Premiums Will Rise $15 in January, the First Across-the-Board
Increase in 11 Years
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

The State Employees' Insurance Board trimmed a proposed $20 monthly increase to $15, raising about $9 million against
a projected $81.4 million deficit.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Should Alabama’s Attorney General Fight Power Rate Hikes? The Two Candidates Are Far
Apart
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — ALABAMA

Democrat Jeff McLaughlin says the AG's office should champion ratepayers before the Public Service Commission; the
Reflector laid out how far apart the two nominees are.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Britt and Warnock Ask the Justice Department for Guardrails on Flock License-Plate
Cameras
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 — WASHINGTON, D.C.

The bipartisan letter cites cases of officers using plate-reader networks to stalk or harass partners and asks for federal
guidance on preventing misuse.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Alabama Republicans Say Their Own Voters’ Apathy Is the Biggest Risk in November
SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 — ALABAMA

With turnout at 23% in the May primary and 5% in August's special congressional primaries, GOP candidates told the
Alabama Reflector that indifference is their biggest threat.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Trump Will Rally in Mobile Oct. 2 as Alabama Republicans Worry About Turnout
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — MOBILE, AL

President Donald Trump will hold a midterm campaign rally Friday, Oct. 2, at the University of South Alabama's Mitchell
Center in Mobile, the Alabama Reflector reported. The event is set to begin at 6 p.m., with doors opening at 2 p.m.

The rally comes as Alabama Republicans have voiced concern about apathy among their own voters. Average turnout in
August's special congressional primaries was about 5%.

Jerry Carl, the Republican nominee in the 1st Congressional District, called the visit a “great honor.” His Democratic
opponent, Clyde Jones Jr., told the Reflector turnout is a real concern but that Trump's appearance likely won't help.
U.S. Rep. Barry Moore, Trump's pick for U.S. Senate, said the rally will “energize conservatives.”

Mobile sits next to the 2nd Congressional District, where the race between Democratic Rep. Shomari Figures and
Republican Rhett Marques is considered more competitive.
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Source: Alabama Reflector

New Alabama Law Will Put Voting-Rights Restoration Status Online by March 1
SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

A new state law, Senate Bill 24, is meant to make it easier for Alabamians with past convictions to get their voting rights
back, WSFA reported. The bill drew support from both parties in the 2026 legislative session.

Under the law, the Board of Pardons and Paroles must build a website explaining how people can restore their voter
registration after a conviction. Users will be able to look up their own status with their Alabama Institutional Serial (AIS)
number, and the board has until March 1, 2027, to publish its list of people who qualify.

“Restoring the right to vote is a powerful piece of successful reentry,” said Aylia McKee-Stovall, chief public defender for
Montgomery County, who said the law will clear up confusion in the current process.
Source: WSFA 12 News

📅 UPCOMING EVENTS

Sep 29

O Grows Farmers Market — Tuesdays, Glenn Street across
from the Cultural Arts Center.

Sep 29–Oct 3

Lee County Fair — Lee County Fairgrounds, 2408 Lafayette
Pkwy. Gates 4 p.m. Tue (free until 6 p.m., $1 after) and Sat; 6
p.m. Wed–Fri. $5 adults, $4 ages 2–11, $2 seniors/first
responders/military.

Sep 30

Lunch Break Lecture: Auburn historian Keith Hebert on the
1868 murder of wrestler Uzile Prickett — noon, Museum of
East Alabama, 121 S. 9th St.

Sep 30

Opelika flag football at Auburn High — 5 p.m.

Oct 1

Alabama's indoor smoking ban expands to cover vaping
(stadiums, ballparks, public buildings, libraries).

Oct 1 & 2

Eerie Express — family train rides around the decorated
park, 5:30–8:30 p.m., Municipal Park; $2 per person, cash
only.

Oct 1

Auburn soccer hosts No. 9 Tennessee — 6 p.m. CT, SEC
Network (Kick Out Cancer match).

Oct 1, 3 & 4

Come From Away — Opelika High Theatre Society, Opelika
Center for the Performing Arts; 7 p.m. Oct. 1 & 3, 3 p.m. Oct.
4. $15/$10 on GoFan.

Oct 1–10

Imagine a Dragon — AACT Junior Performers, Jan Dempsey
Community Arts Center, Auburn; 6:30 p.m. Oct. 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 9
and 4 p.m. Oct. 3 & 10. $12/$10.

Oct 2

Opelika at Auburn High — the 102nd meeting of the rivalry,
Class 6A Region 2, Duck Samford Stadium.

Oct 3 Oct 3
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Auburn football at Tennessee — Neyland Stadium, Knoxville
(Auburn lists 2:30 p.m. CT; ABC or ESPN).

No. 3 Auburn equestrian hosts SMU — Auburn University
Equestrian Center.

Oct 3

Whistle Stop Bottle and Brew's Oktoberfest — Bottling Plant
Event Center, 614 N. Railroad Ave.

Oct 3

Family Field Day (Workout Anytime Opelika) — Courthouse
Square, downtown Opelika.

Oct 9

On the Tracks wine trail — downtown Opelika.
Nov 3

General election; Opelika High Theatre Society presents “So
Until,” Nov. 3 and 7.
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