WEEKLY NEWS DIGEST ¢ Vol. 1, No. 24 + September 14 - 20, 2026 + Opelika, Auburn & Lee County

THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

» Florida spoiled Auburn's SEC opener 44-39 before a sold-out Jordan-Hare crowd; Jadan Baugh ran for 162 yards and
three touchdowns.

» Opelika's council approved hemp-store zoning on second reading, pulled its rental licensing ordinance off the agenda
and cancelled an employee clinic contract over how the vendor was picked.

» Opelika football answered a tough loss with a 38-8 region win over JAG; Auburn High's unbeaten region run ended
42-10 at Central-Phenix City.

» Kyle Sandler, who took Opelika investors for $1.9 million through The Roundhouse, was reported dead at 50.

il CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Council Approves Hemp Store Zoning Rules on Second Reading
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika City Council gave final approval Tuesday to an ordinance that defines vape stores, hemp stores, pharmacy-
hemp stores and grocery stores with hemp sales, and spells out which zoning districts each may operate in.

The rules follow months of debate over where hemp-derived products can be sold in the city.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Rental Licensing Ordinance Pulled From Tuesday’s Council Agenda
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

A proposal that would have created a new rental licensing structure in Opelika — adding two articles to Chapter 14 of the
city code and covering self-storage facilities as well as rental housing — was removed from the Sept. 15 agenda hours
before the meeting and was not considered.

City officials expect the ordinance to return for council consideration at a later date.
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Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Pulls Employee Clinic Contract After Questions About How the Vendor Was

Chosen
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika set aside a contract for an employee health clinic after questions surfaced about the process used to select the
vendor.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Weighs 1,500-Foot Spacing Rule for Package Liquor Stores
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Council members are considering a 1,500-foot spacing requirement between package liquor stores, part of a broader
look at how the city zones alcohol and hemp retail.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Neighbors’ Well and Road Concerns Stall a 23-Lot Subdivision in Lee County
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Lee County Commission approved several items at its Sept. 14 meeting but tabled the River Rock subdivision plat
after nearby residents raised concerns about wells, septic systems, road conditions and traffic from additional homes.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Sidewalk Work Closes Turn Lanes at Geneva Street and Columbus Parkway Through Sept.
25
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

An ADA sidewalk crew began work Sept. 17 at the turn lanes at Geneva Street and Columbus Parkway to update
pedestrian crossing signals. The work runs through Friday, Sept. 25.

Source: Opelika Daily News

PUBLIC SAFETY

Four Arrested in Two Sunday Shoplifting Cases at the Opelika Target
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Four people were arrested after two separate shoplifting incidents Sunday, Sept. 13, at the Target on Enterprise Drive,
the Opelika Police Department said. The charges include organized retail theft.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Police Seek Two Women in Ulta Organized Retail Theft Case
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL
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Opelika police asked for the public's help identifying two women in a retail theft at the Ulta Beauty store at 2690
Enterprise Drive.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Woman Charged After Husband Shot Multiple Times at Smiths Station Home

SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — SMITHS STATION, AL

The Lee County Sheriff's Office detained a woman for questioning after her husband was shot multiple times at their
Smiths Station home; she was taken into custody at a nearby convenience store.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Longtime Toomer’s Corner Street Preacher Arrested on Disorderly Conduct Charge
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

A street preacher familiar to anyone who has walked through Toomer's Corner was arrested on a disorderly conduct
charge.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Kyle Sandler, Who Took Opelika Investors for $1.9 Million, Reported Dead
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Kyle Sandler, the former Opelika businessman who served federal prison time after defrauding investors through The
Roundhouse business incubator, was reported to have died June 22,2026. A Florida death certificate confirming the
death was obtained by a prison law firm.

Sandler opened the Round House in 2014 as a launching pad for east Alabama tech startups and raised roughly $1.9
million from more than 70 investors before pleading guilty to fraud in 2018.

Source: Opelika Daily News

8 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

David Bancroft Opens a Second, Much Bigger Bow & Arrow on East University Drive
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Chef David Bancroft opened the next chapter of Bow & Arrow at 2298 E. University Drive. The Bluebonnet Market — an
old-fashioned grab-and-go market attached to the restaurant, designed to serve as both waiting area and destination —
is set to follow in the coming weeks.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Lee County Has More Homes for Sale — and Prices Are Holding Flat
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

Inventory is up across Lee County while prices have largely flattened, a shift that gives buyers more room to negotiate

than they have had in several years.
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Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Chamber Names Its 2026-2027 20 Under 40 Class
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce introduced its 2026-2027 class of 20 Under 40, the program that recognizes young
professionals and pairs them with a community service project.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Nonprofit Will Name New Training Center for Fallen Auburn Graduate Maj. Alex
Klinner

SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

A faith-based nonprofit serving veterans and first responders will break ground on a 5,000-square-foot training facility at
its 26-acre Selah property in Opelika, named for an Air Force officer and Auburn graduate killed earlier this year in Iraq.

Source: Opelika Daily News

2 EDUCATION

Lee County Schools Adopt $160 Million Budget Built Around a $27 Million Reserve
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Lee County school system adopted a roughly $160 million budget for the coming year, holding about $27 million in
reserve.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Trustees Raise Tuition 2% for Alabama Students in a $2.12 Billion Budget
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — AUBURN, AL
Auburn University's Board of Trustees approved a $2.12 billion budget that raises tuition 2% for in-state students.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Union-Backed Faculty Win the First Seats on Auburn’s New Advisory Council

SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Union-backed candidates won seats on Auburn's new faculty advisory council, a week after more than 100 people rallied
against the Board of Trustees' June decision to dissolve the university senate. State legislation limiting faculty senates
did not apply to Auburn, but the board voted unanimously to replace it anyway.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Southern Union Offers a Free Beginner AI Workshop in Opelika Sept. 22
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL
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Southern Union State Community College will hold a free, beginner-friendly artificial intelligence awareness and literacy
workshop, open to the public, on Sept. 22.
Source: Opelika Daily News

@ SPORTS

Florida Spoils Auburn’s SEC Opener 44-39 at a Sold-Out Jordan-Hare
SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn dug out of an early double-digit hole and rallied late, but Florida running back Jadan Baugh ran for 162 yards
and three touchdowns to carry the Gators to a 44-39 win Saturday night in the SEC opener for both teams and both first-
year head coaches.

Florida piled up 495 yards of offense. Quarterback Aaron Philo completed 58% of his passes for 204 yards and a
touchdown. The Gators led at every break — 7-3, 20-17 and 34-24 — before Auburn's 15-point fourth quarter fell short in
front of a sold-out Jordan-Hare Stadium.

The Tigers fall to 2-1 and host Vanderbilt (3-0) for Homecoming on Saturday, Sept. 26, at 4:15 p.m. CT on SEC Network.
Source: Auburn Athletics / ESPN

Opelika Answers With a 38-8 Region Win Over JAG
SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

A week after a 31-24 loss to No. 2 Central-Phenix City, Opelika got back on track with a 38-8 region win over Johnson
Abernathy Graetz at Bulldog Stadium. The Bulldogs are 2-2 overall and have an open date Sept. 25 before traveling to
Auburn High on Oct. 2.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Central-Phenix City Hands Auburn High Its First Region Loss, 42-10
SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 — PHENIX CITY, AL

Auburn High's unbeaten region record ended on the road, where Central-Phenix City won 42-10.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Soccer Blanks Ole Miss 3-o for Its First SEC Win
SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Three different Tigers scored and the defense held Ole Miss to three shots and none on goal as Auburn won 3-0 Friday
night at the Auburn Soccer Complex for its first conference victory of the season.

Gracie Brown opened the scoring, Grace lvey doubled the lead less than six minutes later off a pass from Layla Sirdah,
and Kennedy Husbands added her first goal of the season at 55:23. Auburn is 5-1-3 overall and 1-0-1 in the SEC.
Source: Auburn Athletics / SEC

Auburn Volleyball Sweeps Its Home Weekend, Closing Non-Conference Play 10-2
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SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn beat Samford 3-1 (25-18, 28-26, 20-25, 25-20) on Friday and South Alabama 3-1 on Saturday at Neville Arena to
finish the non-conference slate at 10-2.

Greer Chambless led the Samford win with 15 kills, hitting .353. Grace Havlicek — named SEC Defensive Player of the
Week earlier in the week — closed the weekend with 14 kills on 22 swings for a .545 hitting percentage and seven blocks
against the Jaguars.

Source: Auburn Athletics

Auburn Women Third, Men Seventh at the Southern Showcase
SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 — HUNTSVILLE, AL

Auburn cross country raced Friday at the Southern Showcase at John Hunt Cross Country Running Park in Huntsville,
where the Tiger women finished third as a team and the men placed seventh.

Source: Auburn Athletics

Auburn High Volleyball Sweeps Opelika on Senior Day to Take Class 6A Area 4 Lead
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Auburn High swept Opelika on Senior Day to move ahead in Class 6A Area 4.

Source: Opelika Daily News

£: ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

War Eagle Run Fest Turns Auburn vs. Opelika Chambers Into a Charity Rivalry
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Organizers used a press conference inside Jordan-Hare Stadium on Monday, Sept. 14, to unveil the War Eagle Run Fest
Chamber Challenge, pitting member businesses of the Auburn and Opelika chambers against each other for a good

cause.

Source: Opelika Daily News

A Mobile Clothing Boutique That Comes to You: SHARED THREADS Has Helped 600

People This Year
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

A mobile boutique that brings free clothing to the people who need it has served roughly 600 people in east Alabama this
year.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Scouts Spend the Night Aboard the Battleship USS Alabama
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — MOBILE, AL

A group of Opelika Scouts traded their tents for steel bunks, spending a night aboard the USS Alabama in Mobile Bay.
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Source: Opelika Daily News

Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Trades the Bake Sale for a Churchwide Yard Sale Sept. 26
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Instead of one big church sale, members, ministries, staff and leaders at Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church will
each run their own booth at a churchwide yard sale Saturday, Sept. 26 — several yard sales in one place, with sellers
keeping their own proceeds.

Source: Opelika Daily News

i ALABAMA POLITICS

School Choice Splits Tuberville and Jones as Alabama’s CHOOSE Act Expands Statewide
SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 — ALABAMA

With the state's education savings account program expanding to children across Alabama, school choice has become
one of the sharpest dividing lines in the governor's race.

Republican nominee Tommy Tuberville backs the expansion; Democratic nominee Doug Jones said that if elected he
would phase the program out. The two have also traded shots over fuel taxes, grocery-tax repeal and data centers as the
campaign enters its final 50 days.

Source: AL.com

Jones and Ensler Propose Moving the Lieutenant Governor Into the Executive Branch
SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Democratic gubernatorial nominee Doug Jones and Rep. Phillip Ensler proposed an overhaul of the lieutenant
governor's role at a Sept. 16 press conference on the steps of the Alabama State Capitol.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Tuberville Co-Sponsors Senate Push to Keep Data Centers From Shifting Power Costs to

Households
SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 — WASHINGTON, D.C.

U.S. Sen. Tommy Tuberville, running for governor, co-sponsored a bill aimed at keeping households from paying for the
electricity demands of the data center boom.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Alabama Executes Jeffery Lee by Lethal Injection After Clemency Is Denied
SEPTEMBER 18, 2026 — ATMORE, AL

Alabama executed Jeffery Lee, 49, by lethal injection Thursday, nearly three decades after his conviction in the 1998
killings of two people during a Dallas County pawnshop robbery.

Source: Opelika Daily News
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sep 21

Legends on the Links Fall Golf Tournament — 8 a.m. to 2
p.m., Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at Grand National
(Opelika Chamber).

Sep 22
Southern Union's free beginner Al literacy workshop —
Opelika campus, open to the public.

Sep R3
Lunch Break Lecture: Joshua Dairen on "Talking to Ghosts"
— noon, Museum of East Alabama, 121 S. 9th St.

Sep R3
Opelika volleyball hosts Beauregard.

Thru Sep 25
Turn lanes closed at Geneva Street and Columbus Parkway
for ADA sidewalk and signal work.

Sep 26
Auburn hosts Vanderbilt for Homecoming — 4:15 p.m. CT,
Jordan-Hare Stadium, SEC Network.

Oct 9
On the Tracks wine trail — downtown Opelika; Tour de
Fright, 6 to 8 p.m., Opelika SportsPlex.
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Sep 21
Lunch at the Chamber — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Opelika
Chamber, 601 Avenue A; rotating downtown food vendors.

Sep 22
O Grows Farmers Market — Tuesdays, Glenn Street across
from the Cultural Arts Center.

Sep R3
ROOM TO SWING AN AX — Southern Gothic monodrama
and song cycle, 7:30 p.m., BOXCAR, 706 1st Ave.

Sep 19-25

Auburn Parks & Rec Member Appreciation Week — Lake
Wilmore, Frank Brown and Boykin centers; grab-and-go
breakfasts Sept. 22 and 24.

Sep 25
Opelika football open date; Friday Night Lights with Krazzy
88, 6 p.m., Garden Bar.

Sep 26
Greater Peace Missionary Baptist churchwide yard sale —
Opelika.

Oct 27
Fall Festival and Children's Carnival — 5:30 to 8 p.m.,
Opelika SportsPlex soccer fields.

opelikadailynews.com
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