WEEKLY NEWS DIGEST ¢ Vol. 1, No. 23 *+ September 7 - 13, 2026 + Opelika, Auburn & Lee County

THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

» Lee County's sheriff-elect asks the Alabama Ethics Commission to investigate a GPS "geofence" he says was drawn
around his home during the campaign.

» Opelika fell 31-24 to No. 2 Central-Phenix City at Bulldog Stadium; Auburn routed Southern Miss 43-8 in its Jordan-Hare
home opener.

» Continental Properties broke ground on Springs at Opelika, a 252-home rental community, and Auburn started a $305
million north end zone project.

» Auburn-Opelika marked the 25th anniversary of 9/11 with ceremonies, a stair climb and a national Elks tribute.

il CITY & GOVERNMENT

It’s Called a Short-Term Rental Law. Read Council Agenda Page 152.
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika City Council's short-term rental ordinance drew attention for what it does to Airbnb-style listings, but the
detail sits deeper in the agenda packet: registration, inspection and zoning language that reaches well beyond a handful
of downtown rentals.

Opelika Daily News walked through the packet and what the rules would mean for owners and neighbors.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Created With Purpose Tells Opelika Council How It Keeps Single Mothers in College
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Dr. Valerie Thomas told the Opelika City Council during its Sept. 1 work session that Created With Purpose is about more
than helping single mothers earn college degrees — it is about removing the barriers, from child care to transportation,
that keep them from finishing.
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Source: The Opelika Observer

Student-Led ‘Hydration Tour’ Makes Opelika Fire Department Its Latest Stop
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

A student-led effort to supply first responders across Alabama with drinks and supplies made a stop in Opelika,
recognized during the city council's Sept. 1 work session.

Source: The Opelika Observer

PUBLIC SAFETY

Lee County Sheriff-Elect Files Ethics Complaint Over Alleged GPS ‘Geofence’ Around His

Home
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

Lee County Sheriff-elect Cam Hunt has called for an investigation into claims that the Lee County Sheriff's Office used
taxpayer-funded vehicle tracking technology for political purposes during the 2025-2026 sheriff's race.

Hunt filed a complaint with the Alabama Ethics Commission in June alleging that someone in the office created a GPS
"geofence" around his private residence while he was running against incumbent Sheriff Jay Jones. According to
information provided to Hunt, the geofence was allegedly used to identify which Sheriff's Office vehicles entered the
area around his home.

Hunt, who won the race and is set to take office, said publicly last week that the allegations should be reviewed by an
outside authority.

Source: WIVM / CNAW 2

Columbus Man, 66, Killed in Motorcycle Crash on Opelika’s 2nd Avenue
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

A 66-year-old Columbus, Georgia, man died in a motorcycle crash on 2nd Avenue in Opelika, police said. Investigators
continue to work the wreck.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Man Charged With Incest, Rape and Sodomy in Lee County Juvenile Case
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

A 22-year-old Auburn man was arrested Wednesday, Sept. 9, on multiple felony charges following an investigation into
an alleged sexual relationship with a juvenile, and was booked into the Lee County Jail.

Source: CNAW 2 with Colin Scroggins

Walker County Becomes First in Alabama to Ban License Plate Readers, a Week After Lee
County Firing
SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 — ALABAMA
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Walker County became the first county in Alabama to ban license plate reader cameras, a week after a Lee County deputy
was fired over misuse of Flock camera data — keeping the region's debate over the technology alive.

Source: Opelika Daily News

B8 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Argentina-Iceland Friendly Delivered $27.2 Million to the Lee County Economy, Study
Finds
SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

A new study put the economic impact of the Argentina-Iceland international soccer friendly at $27.2 million for the Lee
County economy, driven by out-of-town visitors, lodging and restaurant spending.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Job Fair Sept. 15 Brings 23 Employers, Hundreds of Openings to the Public Library
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Alabama Department of Workforce, through the Opelika Career Center, is bringing nearly 700 job opportunities to a
multi-employer job fair set for Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 9 a.m. to noon at the Opelika Public Library.

Source: WIVM

Auburn Restaurant Owner Pleads Guilty to Taking $866,500 in COVID Relief
SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

An Auburn restaurant owner pleaded guilty to taking $866,500 in COVID-19 relief funds and to employing unauthorized
workers, federal prosecutors said.

Source: Opelika Daily News

%1 DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH

Continental Properties Breaks Ground on Springs at Opelika, a 252-Home Rental
Community

SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Continental Properties broke ground on Springs at Opelika, a 252-home rental community at Gateway Drive and Capps
Drive offering studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom floor plans with private ground-level entrances and attached garage
options.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Breaks Ground on $305 Million Jordan-Hare North End Zone Project
SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn University broke ground on a $305 million north end zone project at Jordan-Hare Stadium, the largest single
investment in the stadium'’s history.
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I Source: Opelika Daily News

@ EDUCATION

Lee County Superintendent Mike Howard to Retire Dec. 31; Board Weighs Search Timeline
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

Lee County Schools Superintendent Mike Howard will retire Dec. 31, and the board of education has begun weighing the
timeline for a search for his successor.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Four Southern Union Trade Students Win $2,000 Building Futures Scholarships
SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Four Southern Union State Community College trade students received $2,000 Building Futures scholarships, and the
college opened fall real estate licensing courses at its Opelika campus.

Source: Opelika Daily News

@ SPORTS

Opelika Takes No. 2 Central-Phenix City to the Final Minutes, Falls 31-24
SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Bulldogs had the state's No. 2-ranked team even at 24-24 with under five minutes to play at Bulldog Stadium before
Central-Phenix City scored again to take the Class 6A Region 2 game 31-24. Opelika falls to 1-2 overall and 1-1 in the
region and hosts J.A.G. on Friday, Sept. 18.

Source: Opelika Daily News

Auburn Rolls Past Southern Miss 43-8 in Jordan-Hare Home Opener
SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Andre Jordan Jr. returned an interception for a touchdown on the game's first play — the fastest touchdown in modern
Auburn history — and the Tigers rolled to a 43-8 win over Southern Miss in "Kickoff on The Plains." Auburn led 17-0 after
the first quarter and finished with 610 total yards. The Tigers are 2-0.

Source: Opelika Daily News

No. 11 Alabama Edges Auburn 1-0 in the Iron Bowl of Soccer, Ending the Tigers’ Unbeaten

Run
SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn's soccer team dropped its Southeastern Conference opener to No. 11 Alabama, 1-0, on Friday night in front of a
crowd of 2,319 — the second-largest in the history of the Auburn Soccer Complex.
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Kennedy Garcia scored the only goal in the 33rd minute, and Alabama goalkeeper Madi Munguia made five saves for the
shutout. The loss was Auburn's first of the season after the Tigers became just the fourth team in program history to go
unbeaten through seven matches.

Source: Auburn Athletics / SEC

Auburn Volleyball Sweeps the UIC-DePaul Invitational to Close Non-Conference Play
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 — CHICAGO, IL

Auburn volleyball closed its non-conference schedule with a 3-0 weekend in Chicago, beating Illinois-Chicago, Central
Michigan and host DePaul while winning nine of 10 total sets.

The Tigers survived their closest set of the weekend Friday against UIC, winning 26-24, 25-13, 25-22, then swept Central

Michigan 25-19 in each set on Saturday. Sunday against DePaul, Auburn dropped the opening set before taking the next
three, hitting .415 over the final three sets with 10 aces. Greer Chambless set a career high with 17 kills, Belle Patrick and
Anastasija Ivkovic added 12 apiece and Emily Keiran led the defense with 17 digs.

Source: Auburn Athletics / The Auburn Plainsman

£: ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Auburn-Opelika Marks the 25th Anniversary of 9/11
SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

City officials and first responders across Auburn and Opelika marked the 25th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
with ceremonies and remembrances, sharing why the day still shapes how local departments train and serve.

Auburn's Army ROTC cadets held a memorial stair climb at Jordan-Hare Stadium on Friday, and the Elks — including
local lodges — led a national tribute to the nearly 3,000 Americans killed and to the firefighters, police officers, first
responders, military members and civilians whose actions defined the day.

Source: Opelika-Auburn News / The Opelika Observer

SNOPELIKA Returns Dec. 4: Christmas Parade Applications Open Through Oct. 16
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

SNOPELIKA returns to downtown Opelika on Dec. 4, and applications for the Christmas parade are open through Oct. 16.
Source: Opelika Daily News

Opelika Roots on a Big Stage: Adam Hood and Dallas Dorsey Jr. Open for Ella Langley at
Neville Arena

SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

A last-minute opportunity put longtime friends and Opelika natives Adam Hood and Dallas Dorsey Jr. on the Neville
Arena stage together, opening for Ella Langley.

Source: Opelika Daily News
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it ALABAMA POLITICS

Take Effect
SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

word.

Source: Alabama Daily News / ABC 33/40

SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 — ALABAMA

Source: Opelika Daily News

UPCOMING EVENTS

Alabama Board of Education Shapes $6.8 Billion FY28 Budget Request as Teacher Raises

The Alabama State Board of Education spent Thursday shaping a $6.8 billion FY28 budget request — about $247 million
more than the $6.6 billion approved for FY27 — with a final vote scheduled for Oct. 8. The Legislature will have the last

State Superintendent Eric Mackey warned that educators could face higher PEEHIP health insurance costs as soon as

fiscal 2028 as the plan's funding gap grows, though he said state funding preserved coverage for the current school year.

Meanwhile, the 2 percent teacher pay raise passed in the 2026 regular session takes effect next month, and community
college enrollment is on track to top 100,000 for-credit students this fall.

Jones and Tuberville Launch First TV Ads in Alabama Governor’s Race

Both major candidates for governor went on television last week with their first ads of the general election campaign.

Sep 15
Opelika Job Fair — 9 a.m. to noon, Opelika Public Library;
23 employers, hundreds of openings.

Sep 15
Walk-In Scanning at the Archives — 3 to 6 p.m., Opelika
Public Library.

Sep 16

Lunch Break Lecture: the businesses and hotels of historic
downtown Opelika — Museum of East Alabama, 121 S. 9th
St.

Sep 18
Food Truck Friday — 5 to 9 p.m., N. Railroad Avenue and 1st
Avenue, downtown Opelika.

Sep 19
Family Story Time: Claydate, A Playdate with Clay — 10 to
11 a.m., Opelika Public Library.

Sep 15
Opelika City Council meeting — 6 p.m., Opelika Municipal
Court Building, 300 MLK Blvd.

Sep 15
O Grows Farmers Market — Tuesdays, Glenn Street across
from the Cultural Arts Center.

Sep 17
East Alabama Early Care & Education Summit — 8 to 10:30
a.m., Opelika Chamber of Commerce.

Sep 18
Opelika football hosts J.A.G. — 7 p.m., Bulldog Stadium.
Auburn High plays at Central-Phenix City.

Sep 24

Opelika Chamber's 2026 REACH Campaign opens; Keys for
Kids dueling pianos fundraiser, 5:30 p.m., Spring Villa
Lodge.
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Oct 8 Oct 16
Alabama State Board of Education votes on its final FY28 Deadline to apply for the SNOPELIKA Christmas parade
budget request. (parade is Dec. 4).
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