WEEKLY NEWS DIGEST ¢ Vol. 1, No. 22 * August 31 - September 6, 2026 + Opelika, Auburn & Lee
County

THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

» An 18-year-old Opelika man is charged with plotting an attack on Opelika High School — then charged with 15 counts of
possessing child pornography.

» The Opelika City Council revokes Top Shelf Alternatives' business license and adopts a $185 million budget for fiscal
2027.

» AlLee County deputy is fired over Flock license plate camera data, putting the technology's oversight under a public
microscope.

» Opelika answers its opener with a 38-21 region win over Enterprise; Auburn survives Baylor 17-16 in Alex Golesh's
debut.

iii CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Council Revokes Top Shelf Alternatives' Business License After Lab Tests Found

Marijuana
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

After a public hearing Tuesday evening, the Opelika City Council voted to revoke the business license of Top Shelf
Alternatives, the hemp retailer whose owners face criminal charges. The hearing had been set at the council's Aug. 18
meeting and was held at 6 p.m. in the courtroom of the Opelika Municipal Court Building.

It is the second license the council has pulled from a local business this year, following the revocation of Wild Wing Cafe's
license in August.

Source: Opelika—-Auburn News

Opelika Adopts $185 Million FY2027 Budget; Sales Tax Projected at $52.3 Million
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL
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The Opelika City Council adopted the city's fiscal year 2027 budget at its Sept. 1 meeting, the same night it revoked Top
Shelf Alternatives' business license. The spending plan takes effect with the new fiscal year on Oct. 1.

The council also gave a first reading to a zoning ordinance that would set new rules for hemp retailers in the city,
including spacing requirements and a prohibition on drive-thru sales.

Source: The Opelika Observer / Alabama River Heritage

Labor Day Closes Opelika City Offices Monday; Garbage Routes Slide a Day
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Most city facilities in Opelika and Auburn are closed Monday, Sept. 7, for Labor Day, and garbage, trash and recycling
routes will run one day behind for the rest of the week. Monday customers are collected Tuesday, and so on through the

week.

The Opelika Police Department's administrative, records and evidence offices are closed for the holiday; patrol, fire and
utility operations continue as normal. Residents with garbage questions can reach Opelika Power Services at
334-705-5170.

Labor Day is one of the paid holidays the city observes for all eligible employees except public safety, emergency and
public utility staff.

Source: City of Opelika / Opelika—-Auburn News

PUBLIC SAFETY

Opelika Teen Facing Terrorist Threat Charge Arrested on 15 Counts of Possession of Child
Pornography

SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika police arrested Jacob Scott Howell, 18, on Monday, Aug. 31, and charged him with making a terrorist threat in
the first degree after investigating what the department described as a planned violent attack against Opelika High
School. Howell was not at school that day; he posted bond and was released from the Lee County Jail.

The department announced additional charges as the investigation continued, arresting Howell on 15 counts of
possession of child pornography. Police said Howell has been banned from all Opelika City Schools property.

The department asked residents to keep reporting anything suspicious: "if you see or hear anything suspicious, report it

immediately to law enforcement."

Source: WIVM / ABC 33/40

Flock Camera Firings Put License Plate Readers Under a Public Microscope in East

Alabama
SEPTEMBER 2, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

The dismissal of a Lee County sheriff's deputy over the misuse of Flock license plate reader data — announced Sept. 1
after an internal audit — has landed alongside a separate investigation of a LaGrange, Ga., police officer, and the two
cases have opened a broader debate about how the cameras are policed.
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Sheriff Jay Jones, who did not identify the deputy or detail the alleged misconduct, said his office adopted written
guidelines years ago restricting any automated license plate reader information to legitimate law enforcement purposes,
and that the audit is how the violation surfaced.

Academics who study surveillance technology told regional TV reporters that internal policy alone is thin protection, and
argued the systems need external auditing and clearer retention limits. In Montgomery, Sen. Arthur Orr has sketched a
bill that would require warrants for some searches, shorten how long data is kept and stiffen penalties for misuse.
Source: WIVM

B8 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Chamber Cuts Ribbon on Magnolia Social Media Management Downtown
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon cutting Tuesday, Sept. 1, for Magnolia Social Media Management at
200 S. Sixth St., according to the chamber's event calendar. The 4 p.m. ceremony marked the company's arrival in the
downtown business district.

The chamber's fall calendar continues with Food Truck Friday on Sept. 18 along North Railroad Avenue and First Avenue,
and its monthly "Lunch at the Chamber" series for members.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce

@ EDUCATION & RESEARCH

Auburn Researcher Turns to Al to Map 'Forever Chemical' Risk on Farmland
SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

An Auburn University researcher is using geospatial artificial intelligence to help identify where PFAS — the long-lived
industrial compounds known as "forever chemicals" — are most likely to reach farm fields and the food grown on them.

The work, out of Auburn's College of Sciences and Mathematics, pairs mapping data with machine learning so that
testing dollars can be aimed at the highest-risk acreage instead of spread thin across a state.

PFAS have become a live issue for Alabama farmers and water systems alike, and the research arrives as Auburn opens its
$224 million STEM and Agricultural Sciences Complex, the largest research construction project in university history.

Source: Auburn University

9@ SPORTS

Nelson and Two Pick-Sixes Carry Opelika Past Enterprise 38-21
SEPTEMBER 4, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika answered its season-opening loss to Hoover with a 38-21 win over Enterprise on Friday night at Bulldog Stadium,
a meeting of Class 6A top-10 teams and the Bulldogs' Region 2 opener. It was the first coaching victory for first-year head
coach Jonathan Chandler.
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Running back Jalen Nelson piled up 147 total yards and three touchdowns, and the defense scored twice — a 26-yard
interception return by Braiden Howard and an 18-yard pick-six by Xavier Thomas with 1:10 to play. Opelika led 13-7 at
the half before pulling away.

The Bulldogs (1-1, 1-0) host Central-Phenix City at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 11.

Source: Opelika—-Auburn News / al.com

Auburn Holds Off Baylor 17-16 on a Late Two-Point Stop
SEPTEMBER 5, 2026 — ATLANTA, GA

Safety Eric Winters stopped Baylor inches short of a two-point conversion with nine seconds left, preserving Auburn's

17-16 win in the Aflac Kickoff Game at Mercedes-Benz Stadium and giving Alex Golesh a victory in his debut as the Tigers
head coach.

Auburn led 10-10 late before driving 75 yards to go up 17-10; Baylor answered with a touchdown and went for two rather
than the tie.

Auburn (1-0) hosts Southern Miss in its home opener — "Kickoff on The Plains" — at 6:45 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12, at
Jordan-Hare Stadium.

Source: CBS Sports / ESPN box score

Auburn Women Win Foothills Invitational as Chelangat, Hardin Take Individual Titles
SEPTEMBER 4, 2026 — OXFORD, AL

Auburn's cross country season opened with a team title and two individual wins at the JSU Footbhills Invitational on
Friday at Choccolocco Park. The Auburn women won the team standings with 25 points, and freshman Faith Chelangat
won the women's 5K in 16:10.69.

On the men's side, senior Max Hardin took the individual title in 15:02.33 while the Tigers finished second as a team with

82 points, behind their own strong front-runner but ahead of Samford.

Itis the program's first meet under its new associate head coach, with SEC runner-up Nickson Chebii still to come for the
men this fall.
Source: Auburn Athletics / JSU results

No. 5 Wisconsin Sweeps Auburn Volleyball to Close the Big Ten/SEC Challenge
SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 — MADISON, WI

Auburn volleyball's trip to Madison ended with a 3-0 loss (25-23, 25-17, 25-20) to No. 5 Wisconsin on Thursday at the UW
Field House, the Badgers' first-ever meeting with the Tigers.

Auburn had pushed No. 11 Minnesota to four sets the night before, falling 3-1 after taking the second set 25-21. The
Tigers had entered the Big Ten/SEC Challenge 3-0 following sweeps at the Buccaneer Classic.

Source: Wisconsin Athletics / Auburn Athletics

Auburn Soccer Closes Non-Conference Play Unbeaten With o-o Draw at Samford
SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 — BIRMINGHAM, AL
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Auburn soccer finished its non-conference schedule without a loss, battling Samford to a scoreless draw Sunday night at
Shauna Yelton Field. The Tigers outshot the Bulldogs 22-10 and took nine corner kicks to Samford's four.

The result made Auburn one of only four teams in program history to reach this point of a season unbeaten, and it came
after a 1-0 win at UAB on Thursday on Ellie Rebmann's first goal in an Auburn uniform, set up by Ava Caldwell.
SEC play is next for a team that has already matched a large share of last year's shutout total.

Source: Auburn Athletics / Samford Athletics

£, ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Opelika Community Theatre Wraps 'Legally Blonde Jr. Weekend Run

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika Community Theatre closed out its production of "Legally Blonde Jr." with performances Sept. 3, 5 and 6 at its Fox
Run Parkway space — a 7 p.m. curtain on Thursday and 2:30 p.m. matinees on Saturday and Sunday.

The youth production was staged through special arrangement with Musical Theatre International. Tickets ran $17, with
proceeds treated as donations to the nonprofit theater.

Source: Opelika Community Theatre / The Opelika Observer

Parks and Rec's Fall Lineup: Flag Football, Noon Tunes and a Haunted Trail Ride
SEPTEMBER 4, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika Parks and Recreation's fall Park Bench activity guide is out, and the calendar fills quickly once school settles in:

swim lessons, flag football and youth basketball registration anchor the athletics side, with basketball sign-ups closing
Oct. 19.

On the events side, the fall edition of Noon Tunes returns to Courthouse Square — bring a lunch, a chair and an hour —
with Chris McDaniel on Oct. 14 and Mark True on Oct. 21.

October also brings Tour de Fright on Oct. 9, a bike ride on the SportsPlex's haunted walking trail from 6 to 8 p.m.; the
SportsPlex Senior Health and Resource Fair on Oct. 13; the Great Pumpkin Splash on Oct. 16; and Fright Night at the Villa
on Oct. 17. Registration is at opelika-al.gov or the SportsPlex, 334-705-5560.

Source: City of Opelika Parks & Recreation

7l ALABAMA POLITICS

Jones Presses Tuberville to Divest Al and Data Center Holdings, Pitches Stricter Ethics

Rules
SEPTEMBER 2, 2026 — BIRMINGHAM, AL

Democratic gubernatorial nominee Doug Jones used a Birmingham press conference Wednesday to challenge
Republican U.S. Sen. Tommy Tuberville over stock trades and holdings in companies tied to artificial intelligence, data
centers and the utilities that serve them, and called on Tuberville to sell those investments.

Jones laid out a set of campaign planks on data centers and stock trading — including tighter ethics and disclosure rules
for statewide officials — and invited Tuberville to adopt them.
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Source: Alabama Daily News / al.com

SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

be administered.

the program totals about $203.4 million.

Source: Alabama Daily News

UPCOMING EVENTS

The exchange keeps data centers at the center of the governor's race as the Public Service Commission works through
Docket 33709, its proceeding on how contracts between Alabama Power and large-load data center customers get
reviewed. The attorney general's office has asked commissioners to vote on those contracts in public.

Rural Health Advisory Group Digs Into the First $144 Million in Alabama Grants

A week after Gov. Kay Ivey announced 138 grants totaling more than $144 million from the federally funded Alabama
Rural Health Transformation Program, the advisory group overseeing the effort met to work through how the money will

The awards touched five of the program's 11 initiatives: $60.8 million for rural health, $34.5 million for rural workforce,
and $7.8 million each for mental health and rural health practice, among others. Alabama's year-one federal award for

Locally, Opelika-based Integrea Mental Health was awarded $867,545 from the round to expand rural care and services.

Sep 7

Labor Day — most Opelika and Auburn city offices closed;
garbage, trash and recycling routes run one day late all
week.

Sep 8
Dancercise — 9 a.m., Southside Center for the Arts
auditorium (not library-sponsored).

Sep 10
Messy Story Time — 11 a.m., Opelika Public Library, Special
Programs Room.

Sep 11
Family Story Time — 10 a.m., Opelika Public Library.

Sep 12
Hobby Swap — 9 a.m. to noon, Lewis Cooper Jr.
Auditorium, Opelika Public Library.

Sep 15
Opelika City Council meeting — 6 p.m., Opelika Municipal
Court Building, 300 MLK Blvd.

Sep 8
Lee County Board of Education work session (4 p.m.) and
board meeting (5 p.m.).

Sep 8
O Grows Farmers Market — Tuesdays, Glenn Street across
from the Cultural Arts Center.

Sep 10
Gospel star CeCe Winans in concert — Gogue Center
Amphitheatre, Auburn.

Sep 11
Opelika football hosts Central-Phenix City — 7 p.m., Bulldog
Stadium. Auburn High plays at Enterprise.

Sep 12
Auburn football home opener vs. Southern Miss, 'Kickoff on
The Plains' — 6:45 p.m., Jordan-Hare Stadium.

Sep 18
Food Truck Friday — 5 to 9 p.m., N. Railroad Avenue and 1st
Avenue, downtown Opelika.
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Oct 9 Oct 10
On the Tracks wine trail — Historic Downtown Opelika. Women's Hope Medical Clinic Walk for Life & 5K — Opelika
SportsPlex.

From the Opelika Weekly News Digest — August 31 - September 8, 2026 | Vol. 1, No. 22 | Compiled by Viktor AI for Opelika Daily
News | opelikadailynews.com

Opelika Daily News - Weekly News Digest - page 7



	This Week's Top Stories

