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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

» Hoover hands Opelika a 21-7 loss in the Bulldogs' season opener before a statewide TV audience at Bulldog Stadium.
» Opelika police make two sex-offense arrests in two days, including four counts of child pornography possession.
» Ten marching bands, capped by Auburn University's, fill Bulldog Stadium for Band-O-Rama 2026.

» Auburn's affordable housing squeeze deepens as the Chateau and LeMans redevelopments head toward demolition

and a tenant union forms.

it CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Council Faces Sept. 1 Hearing on Top Shelf Alternatives' Business License

AUGUST 27, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika City Council returns Tuesday, Sept. 1, for a public hearing on whether to revoke the business license of Top
Shelf Alternatives, whose owners have been charged in a criminal case. The hearing is set for 6 p.m. in the courtroom of
the Opelika Municipal Court Building, 300 Martin Luther King Blvd.

The council set the hearing at its Aug. 18 meeting, the same night it revoked the business license of Wild Wing Cafe after a
separate hearing. City law requires the business be given notice of the hearing and the grounds for the proposed
revocation at least 10 days in advance.

The city's public notices published Aug. 27 also carry ordinances transmitted to and approved by Mayor Eddie Smith on
Aug. 19, along with the standard ADA accommodation contact for residents who need assistance attending. Council
agendas are posted at opelika-al.gov the Friday before each meeting.

Source: The Opelika Observer

PUBLIC SAFETY

Opelika Man Charged With Four Counts of Child Pornography Possession
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AUGUST 27, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika police arrested Sebastian Franco, 42, on four counts of possession of child pornography, the department said.
The case began with a tip from the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) task force, and investigators identified Franco
as the suspect.

Franco was arrested Wednesday, Aug. 26, and booked into the Lee County Jail. The arrest is the second ICAC-driven child
pornography case Opelika police have announced this month, following the Aug. 6 arrest of a 39-year-old man on the
same charge.

Source: CNAW 2 News

Opelika Police Arrest Man Accused of Failing to Register as a Sex Offender
AUGUST 27, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika Police Department arrested a 41-year-old man, identified as Randolph, following an investigation into a sex
offender believed to be living in the 500 block of Antioch Circle.

Officers took him into custody without incident on Aug. 27 on a charge related to failing to register as a sex offender. The
arrest was the department's second sex-offense case announced in as many days.

Source: CNAW 2 News

Auburn Fire Crews Battle Overnight Blaze at The Post Apartments on Opelika Road
AUGUST 24, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn fire crews spent roughly two hours early Monday knocking down a fire at The Post Apartments in the 300 block of
Opelika Road. The fire was reported about 2:20 a.m. and was extinguished around 4 a.m.
No injuries were reported in initial accounts of the response.

Source: CNAW 2 News

“Z DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH

Auburn's Affordable Housing Squeeze Hits Home as Chateau and LeMans Redevelopments

Advance
AUGUST 25, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The Auburn City Council's Aug. 18 approval of conditional-use permits for redevelopment of the Chateau and LeMans
Square apartments is reshaping one of the city's last pockets of lower-cost housing near Auburn University. The council
voted 8-1 on the Chateau project at 560 S. Gay St. and 7-2 on LeMans Square.

The plans would replace the Chateau's 72 units with 65 and LeMans' 144 units with 126 — fewer dwellings, but sharply
higher bedroom counts, at 260 and 504 bedrooms respectively. Existing buildings would be demolished and rebuilt as
market-rate multi-family housing, with construction planned to begin next summer.

Council members who voted no raised concerns that low-income families would be displaced without a plan for
alternative affordable housing. By late August, residents had organized an Auburn Tenant Union to help neighbors facing
displacement.

Source: The Opelika Observer / Auburn Villager
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i#s HEALTH

EAMC-Lanier Cuts Ribbon on New Emergency Observation Beds in Valley
AUGUST 26, 2026 — VALLEY, AL

EAMC-Lanier Rural Emergency Hospital held a ribbon cutting for three new emergency observation beds that opened
Aug. 1 atits Valley campus.

The beds give the hospital dedicated space for patients who need further observation or treatment but do not require
transfer to another hospital for urgent care, keeping more of that care close to home in Chambers County.
Source: Valley Times-News / East Alabama Health

@ SPORTS

Hoover Holds Off Opelika 21-7 in Bulldogs' Season Opener
AUGUST 27, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Kaleb Freeman accounted for three touchdowns and Hoover's defense stiffened when it mattered as the sixth-ranked
Buccaneers handed Opelika a 21-7 loss Thursday night at Bulldog Stadium in the AHSAA/Alabama Public Television
Game of the Week.

Opelika rotated two quarterbacks in its first game of the 2026 season. Head coach Jonathan Chandler addressed the
team on the field afterward, and the Opelika marching band performed at halftime before a full house on opening night.

The Bulldogs (0-1) next host region foe Enterprise at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, at Bulldog Stadium.

Source: PrepsNet / Opelika-Auburn News

Week 1 Football: Auburn High Wins in Florida; Loachapoka Rolls Lee-Scott
AUGUST 28, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

No. 6 Auburn High opened its season with a 31-21 win over Choctawhatchee in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., on Friday night.

Elsewhere in the area, Loachapoka rolled past Lee-Scott Academy 33-14, LaFayette beat Beauregard 45-22 and Dr. Percy
L. Julian edged Smiths Station 25-21.

Source: Opelika-Auburn News / 1819 News scoreboard

Auburn Volleyball Opens 3-0 With Sweeps at the Buccaneer Classic
AUGUST 29, 2026 — JOHNSON CITY, TENN.

Auburn volleyball began its 48th season with an unbeaten weekend at the Buccaneer Classic hosted by ETSU, closing
with a 3-0 (25-16, 28-26, 25-15) sweep of Akron on Saturday.

The Tigers opened the tournament Friday morning with a 3-0 (25-20, 25-23, 25-17) sweep of Liberty and did not drop a
setin the event.

Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics

Auburn Soccer Blanks Kennesaw State, Then Draws Georgia State a Player Down
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AUGUST 30, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The Auburn women's soccer team recorded its fourth consecutive clean sheet to open the season with a 4-0 win at
Kennesaw State on Thursday night.

The Tigers were held to a 1-1 draw by Georgia State on Sunday night at the Auburn Soccer Complex after playing the final
57 minutes with 10 players.

Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics

Auburn Football Loses Receiver Depth a Week Out From the Aflac Kickoff
AUGUST 25, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn football took a hit to its wide receiver depth chart in the final stretch before the season opener, but first-year

head coach Alex Golesh said he remains confident in his current rotation.

The Tigers open the Golesh era against Baylor in the Aflac Kickoff Game at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta on
Saturday, Sept. 5, then host Southern Miss on Sept. 12.

Source: Yahoo Sports / Auburn Tigers Athletics

Auburn Announces 2026 Cross Country Schedule Under New Associate Head Coach
AUGUST 26, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn's cross country program released a 2026 schedule with four regular-season meets, the first under new associate
head cross country coach Kara Foster.

Foster joined Auburn from Penn State, where she directed the women's cross country program.

Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics

£: ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Ten Marching Bands Fill Bulldog Stadium for Band-O-Rama 2026
AUGUST 25, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The annual Band-0O-Rama showcase drew ten high school marching bands from Auburn, Opelika and beyond to Bulldog
Stadium at Opelika High School on Tuesday night, with the Auburn University Marching Band opening and closing the
program.

Gates opened at 6 p.m. and performances began at 6:45. Admission was free, with bands from Auburn High School, Lee-
Scott Academy, Central High School and Beauregard among those on the field.

Source: Opelika-Auburn News / The Opelika Observer

7t ALABAMA POLITICS

Sen. Arthur Orr Sketches Flock Camera Guardrails: Warrants, Shorter Retention, Tougher

Penalties
AUGUST 26, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL
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State Sen. Arthur Orr laid out several potential guardrails for law enforcement use of Flock Safety license-plate reader
cameras, including requiring warrants for some searches, shortening how long data is retained and stiffening penalties
for misuse.

The comments land as local governments across Alabama reconsider their Flock contracts; the Auburn City Council
moved in August toward cancelling its roughly $120,000 agreement with the company.

Source: Yellowhammer News

'‘Alignment’ Clears the Way for a New Alabama State House
AUGUST 26, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

After years of stalled negotiations, state officials say alignment among the parties has cleared the way for a new Alabama
State House building.

The new State House is expected to be ready for the Legislature's organizational session, which begins Jan. 12, with the
2027 regular session starting Feb. 2.

Source: AL.com

Education Budget Chairman Already Talking Numbers With Incoming Tuberville Team
AUGUST 25, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

House education budget chairman Rep. Danny Garrett said preparation for the 2027 legislative session is already
underway, including conversations with the team preparing for a potential Tuberville administration.

"I don't think it will be just business as usual," Garrett said. Sen. Tommy Tuberville faces Democrat Doug Jones in the
Nov. 3 election for governor.

Source: Yellowhammer News

County Commissions Say They Don't Want Special Power to Regulate Data Centers
AUGUST 30, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

The Association of County Commissions of Alabama adopted a resolution saying county commissions are not seeking
specific new authority to regulate data centers, keeping counties out of a fight that has become a flashpoint in the
governor's race.

The resolution comes as the attorney general's office presses the Public Service Commission for public votes on data
center power contracts and as legislators signal they will take up data center regulation in 2027.

Source: Alabama Daily News

Child Advocacy Group Launches 'Living Resource' for Alabama Child Well-Being Data
AUGUST 27, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Alabama's leading source of children's well-being data and research is launching a new 'living resource' that updates
continuously rather than arriving once a year in a printed report.

The tool is aimed at policymakers, school systems and nonprofits that track measures such as child poverty, health
coverage and educational outcomes county by county — including Lee County.
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I Source: Alabama Reflector

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sep 1l

Opelika City Council meeting and public hearing on Top
Shelf Alternatives' business license — 6 p.m., Municipal
Court Building, 300 MLK Blvd.

Sep 1l
Ribbon cutting: Magnolia Social Media Management — 4
p.m., hosted by the Opelika Chamber.

Sep 4
Opelika football hosts Enterprise — 7 p.m., Bulldog
Stadium.

Sep 5
Auburn football vs. Baylor, Aflac Kickoff Game — 2:30 p.m.
CT, Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta.

Sep 15
Opelika City Council public hearing — 6 p.m., Opelika
Municipal Court Building.

Oct 9

On the Tracks wine trail — Historic Downtown Opelika.

Sep 1l
East Alabama Community Prenatal Clinic opens at the
EAMC-Lanier campusin Valley.

Sep 1l
O Grows Farmers Market — Tuesdays, Glenn Street across
from the Cultural Arts Center.

Sep 4

CatVideoFest 2026 — BOXCAR Theater, 706 First Ave.;
screenings at 6,8 and 10 p.m., $10, benefiting C.A.R.E.
Humane Society.

Sep 12
Auburn football home opener vs. Southern Miss — Jordan-
Hare Stadium.

Sep 18
Food Truck Friday — 5 to 10 p.m., N. Railroad Avenue and
1st Avenue, downtown Opelika; free admission.
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