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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

🏛️ CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Opens $500,000 Inclusive Playground at West Ridge Park
AUGUST 20, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika Parks and Recreation cut the ribbon Thursday morning on a new inclusive playground at West Ridge Park,
opening the equipment to the public after a 9 a.m. ceremony followed by free play.

The roughly $500,000 playground is the first completed piece of a broader renovation of the park that city officials have
put at about $2.4 million. Remaining work includes new surfacing and fencing for the Miracle League field, park-wide
fence replacement, restroom and press box renovations and upgrades to the baseball and softball fields.
Source: WSFA / WTVM and Opelika-Auburn News

Opelika Sets Sept. 15 Public Hearing in Latest Round of City Notices
AUGUST 18, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The City of Opelika published its weekly public notices for the week of Aug. 17, including notice that the City Council will
hold a public hearing Tuesday, Sept. 15, at 6 p.m. in the courtroom of the Opelika Municipal Court Building, 300 Martin
Luther King Blvd.

Opelika cuts the ribbon on a $500,000 inclusive playground at West Ridge Park, the first piece of a $2.4 million park
renovation.

▸

Opelika police charge a man with first-degree sodomy and first-degree burglary after an Aug. 20 arrest.▸

Auburn's Industrial Development Authority approves $7.8 million in incentives for a $23.7 million Marriott hotel on
Grant Avenue.

▸

Football is back: Auburn High falls 56-42 to Hewitt-Trussville in a rainy opener while Opelika sits out Week 0 before
hosting Hoover.

▸
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The notice follows the Sept. 1 hearing the council scheduled at its Aug. 18 meeting to consider revoking the business
license of Top Shelf Alternatives. Council agendas for both work sessions and regular meetings are posted on the city
website the Friday before each meeting.
Source: The Opelika Observer / City of Opelika public notices

👮 PUBLIC SAFETY

Opelika Man Charged With First-Degree Sodomy and Burglary
AUGUST 21, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika police have arrested a man on charges of first-degree sodomy and first-degree burglary, the department said.
Detectives collected evidence that police say corroborated the victim's account, and the suspect, identified by police as
Floyd, was arrested Aug. 20.

The case was announced late in the week by the Opelika Police Department and reported by Opelika-Auburn News and
WAKA 8. No further details about the victim or the circumstances were released.
Source: WAKA 8 / Opelika-Auburn News

Auburn Council Moves to Cancel $120,000 Flock Safety Camera Contract
AUGUST 18, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

A lengthy discussion at an Auburn City Council meeting has set up a vote to cancel the city's multi-year contract with
Flock Safety and remove the license-plate reader cameras from Auburn streets. The contract is valued at about $120,000.

The automated license-plate cameras have drawn sustained criticism from residents over surveillance and data-sharing
concerns. The council's action would end the agreement rather than renew it for another year.
Source: Auburn-Opelika News (auburnpub.com)

💼 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Auburn IDA Approves $7.8 Million in Incentives for 89-Suite Marriott Hotel
AUGUST 19, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The Auburn Industrial Development Authority on Wednesday approved more than $7.8 million in tax breaks — including
a 25-year payment-in-lieu-of-taxes agreement — for a $23.7 million project to build an 89-suite Marriott hotel on Grant
Avenue.

The incentive package is among the larger hospitality deals the authority has taken up in recent years and reflects
continued demand for extended-stay rooms in the Auburn-Opelika market, where hotel occupancy spikes around
Auburn University football weekends and graduation.
Source: Auburn-Opelika News (auburnpub.com)

Alabama Lawmakers Tout Defense Role After Hanwha's Opelika Howitzer Award
AUGUST 20, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL
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Alabama lawmakers publicly praised the state's growing role in national defense after Hanwha Defense USA's Opelika
facility was selected to assemble prototype K9 Mobile Howitzers under a U.S. Army contract worth up to $262 million.

Hanwha's three-year lease on the Opelika property represents what the company calls a strategic commitment to invest
more than $2 million in the U.S. artillery supply chain. The site is expected to generate about 40 jobs and to be fully
operational in early fall.
Source: 1819 News / Made in Alabama

🎓 EDUCATION

Lee County Schools Adjusts to New Grade-Level Model in Smiths Station Area
AUGUST 18, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

Lee County Schools is working through the first weeks of a grade-level organizational model at four elementary
campuses in the Smiths Station area. Instead of attending a neighborhood school, students are now assigned to
campuses by grade band.

The board took up the transition along with routine business at an Aug. 18 special meeting; its next regular meeting is set
for Sept. 8 at 5 p.m. Board members also approved a slate of out-of-state and overnight student travel requests for the
2026-27 year, including wrestling, choir and athletic events in February and April 2027.
Source: The Opelika Observer / WTVM

Southern Union Adds Women's Flag Football This Fall
AUGUST 18, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Southern Union State Community College will join the ranks of Alabama Community College Conference women's flag
football programs this fall as the sport is added to the college's athletics offerings.

Flag football has been one of the fastest-growing sports in Alabama at both the high school and two-year college levels,
and Southern Union's entry gives Opelika-area athletes another place to keep playing after graduation.
Source: The Opelika Observer / East Alabama News

Opelika City Schools Leaders Headline Chamber's Business Over Breakfast
AUGUST 19, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika City Schools took the stage at the Opelika Chamber's Business Over Breakfast on Tuesday, Aug. 19.
Superintendent Dr. Kevin Davis, Opelika High School Principal Kelli Fischer, Athletic Director Craig Montel and the
Bulldogs' head football coach represented the district.

The monthly Chamber breakfast gives local employers a direct look at district priorities early in the school year, from
academics and facilities to athletics and workforce partnerships.
Source: Opelika City Schools

🏈 SPORTS

Week 0 Football: Auburn High Falls to Hewitt-Trussville; Weather Ends Lee-Scott's Opener
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AUGUST 22, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

High school football returned Friday night, and weather had as much to say about it as the teams did. At Duck Samford
Stadium, Auburn High dropped a high-scoring, rain-soaked opener to Hewitt-Trussville, 56-42, in the first meeting
between the two programs.

At Jud Scott Field, Lee-Scott Academy's game against Glenwood entered a two-and-a-half-hour weather delay with 5:17
left in the first half and was ultimately cancelled; under AHSAA rules the result is recorded as a 7-0 Glenwood win.
Elsewhere in the area, Reeltown beat Beauregard 27-0, Northside (Ga.) beat Smiths Station 29-6 and Loachapoka rolled
past Lanett 40-28.

Opelika sat out Week 0 — the Bulldogs have an open date to start the season and play a nine-game schedule — and open
under new head coach Jonathan Chandler on Thursday, Aug. 27, against Hoover.
Source: Opelika-Auburn News / ALFCA / Auburn Villager

Auburn Wraps Fall Camp With Alumni Day as Golesh's First Preseason Ends
AUGUST 22, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The first fall camp of the Alex Golesh era is in the books. Auburn wrapped preseason work Saturday with a busy alumni
and parents' day at the football facility, where more than 200 former Auburn players returned to the Plains.

The Tigers now shift into game-week preparation ahead of the Sept. 5 season opener against Baylor at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta, a 2:30 p.m. CT kickoff on ABC. Golesh spent the final week of camp praising transfer running back
Bryson Washington, who he said has 'come a long way' since camp opened after an injury-shortened spring.
Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics / 247Sports / al.com

Auburn Volleyball Hosts Georgia Tech in Exhibition as Fall Sports Ramp Up
AUGUST 19, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn volleyball unofficially opened its 2026 season Thursday by hosting Georgia Tech for an exhibition match at
Neville Arena, a tune-up before the regular season begins the following weekend.

The Tigers were picked seventh in the SEC preseason poll, with outside hitter Dreves named preseason All-SEC. Auburn
soccer, which opened the athletic year at home against No. 25 Clemson, has also been rolling early in the fall schedule.
Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics

🎭 ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

CatVideoFest Comes to BOXCAR Theater Sept. 4 as a C.A.R.E. Humane Society Fundraiser
AUGUST 19, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

C.A.R.E. Humane Society is teaming with BOXCAR Theater and Oscilloscope Laboratories to bring CatVideoFest 2026 to
downtown Opelika on Friday, Sept. 4, at 706 First Ave.

Three screenings are scheduled — 6 p.m., 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. — with tickets at $10. Proceeds benefit C.A.R.E. Humane
Society, and organizers say donations are welcome from those who can't attend.
Source: C.A.R.E. Humane Society / BOXCAR Theater
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On the Tracks Wine Trail Returns to Downtown Opelika Oct. 9
AUGUST 18, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika Main Street has confirmed that On the Tracks, its sip-and-shop wine trail through Historic Downtown Opelika,
returns Friday, Oct. 9. The event turns the downtown district into a walkable trail of tastings, shopping stops and live
music.

Ticket holders check in at the ticketing tent for a souvenir wine glass and a map of participating businesses. Proceeds
support Opelika Main Street's downtown revitalization work.
Source: Opelika Main Street / Auburn-Opelika Tourism

🏛️ ALABAMA POLITICS

Alabama Supreme Court Extends Tuberville Briefing Schedule; Another Challenge
Dismissed
AUGUST 20, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

The Alabama Supreme Court extended U.S. Sen. Tommy Tuberville's briefing deadline in a residency lawsuit from Friday
to Aug. 27. Tuberville's lawyers told the court they are occupied with a related civil lawsuit; plaintiffs had received their
own extension earlier in the month.

Days later, a Montgomery judge dismissed another residency challenge brought by Ken McFeeters, ruling that a
'jurisdiction stripping statute' bars the court from removing a candidate from the ballot. It is McFeeters' fourth attempt to
disqualify Tuberville, who has now survived two party challenges and three lawsuits.
Source: Alabama Reflector / Alabama Political Reporter

Proposed Head Start Overhaul Could Reshape Alabama's Early Childhood Programs
AUGUST 20, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Proposed federal changes to Head Start could have major impacts across Alabama, where the program serves thousands
of low-income children. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced a proposal earlier this month to
revamp the program.

Alabama's early childhood network already faces capacity pressure — a recent analysis found Lee County alone is short
more than 2,100 licensed child care slots — making federal changes to Head Start a live issue for local providers and
working parents.
Source: Alabama Reflector

Alabama Public Television Board Postpones Meeting on Contested Survey Funding
AUGUST 21, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

The board of the Alabama Educational Television Foundation Authority postponed a meeting scheduled to take up
controversial survey funding, listing the meeting as postponed on its website Friday morning without giving a reason.

Efforts to reach AETFA Chair Ferris Stephens were unsuccessful, according to the Alabama Reflector. The board oversees
Alabama Public Television, the state's public broadcasting network.
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Source: Alabama Reflector

State Health Officials Say Cyclospora Outbreak Is 'Slowing Down' in Alabama
AUGUST 20, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

The Alabama Department of Public Health said Thursday that cyclosporiasis — an intestinal illness caused by a parasite
typically spread through contaminated fresh produce or water — is slowing down in Alabama after a summer run of
cases.

ADPH continues to track reports statewide. The department advises thorough washing of fresh produce and prompt
medical attention for prolonged diarrheal illness, which can require specific antibiotic treatment.
Source: Alabama Reflector / ADPH

Jackson Hospital and Blue Cross Reach Deal to Keep Montgomery Hospital Open
AUGUST 17, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Jackson Hospital and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama reached an agreement intended to keep the Montgomery
hospital open, resolving a standoff that had put the facility's future in doubt.

Gov. Kay Ivey earlier this year pledged a $40 million grant to the hospital, contingent on conditions tied to the hospital's
finances and operations. Jackson Hospital is a significant referral point for patients across central Alabama.
Source: Alabama Reflector

📅 UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug 24

Opelika City Council work session and regular meeting
week — agendas posted at opelika-al.gov.

Aug 25

Auburn Municipal Election — mayor (Ron Anders Jr. vs.
Robert Wilkins) and council seats; polls open citywide.

Aug 25

O Grows Farmers Market — Glenn Street, across from the
Cultural Arts Center.

Aug 26

Opelika girls flag football hosts Park Crossing — 6 p.m.,
Bulldog Stadium.

Aug 27

Opelika football season opener vs. Hoover — Bulldog
Stadium, Thursday night.

Aug 29

Paint the Town — check in 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Courthouse
Square fountain, downtown Opelika (rain date Aug. 30).

Aug 29

'Legally Blonde Jr.' — Opelika Community Theatre, 2:30
p.m., 1220 Fox Run Ave.

Sep 1

Opelika City Council public hearing on Top Shelf
Alternatives' business license — 6 p.m., Municipal Court
Building.

Sep 3

Business After Hours: CoLab — 5 to 7 p.m., 216 S. 8th St.;
free for Opelika Chamber members.

Sep 4

CatVideoFest 2026 — BOXCAR Theater, 706 First Ave.;
screenings at 6, 8 and 10 p.m., $10.
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Sep 5

Auburn football opens the season vs. Baylor — 2:30 p.m. CT,
Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta (ABC).

Sep 15

Opelika City Council public hearing — 6 p.m., Opelika
Municipal Court Building.

Oct 9

On the Tracks wine trail — Historic Downtown Opelika.
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