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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

🏛️ CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Launches New Website and 'Caboose,' a 24/7 AI Resident Assistant
AUGUST 11, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The City of Opelika has launched a new website along with a refreshed city brand and an expanded resident
communication service, part of the 'Where Life Feels Connected' push Mayor Eddie Smith introduced in his first State of
the City address. The rebuilt site went live Aug. 4 and was designed by the Community Relations Department to make
information easier to find and city services easier to access.

The most visible change is Caboose, the next generation of ConnectOpelika. Described by the city as a friendly, AI-
powered guide, Caboose helps residents find answers, report issues and connect with city staff 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, and is available in 72 languages by text or chat.
Source: The Opelika Observer

Garbage Trucks Out of Service Cause Temporary Collection Delays in Opelika
AUGUST 14, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The City of Opelika warned residents to expect temporary garbage collection delays after several of its garbage trucks
went out of service. Environmental Services crews continued running regular routes, but the city said some households
— particularly back-door collection customers — could see pickups slip by one or two days.

Opelika launches a rebuilt city website and “Caboose,” a 24/7 AI resident-service assistant available in 72 languages.▸

Continental Properties breaks ground on Springs at Opelika, a 252-home apartment community at Gateway and Capps
drives.

▸

Opelika-based East Alabama Health will take over management of Medical Center Barbour in Eufaula on Oct. 1.▸

A severe thunderstorm knocked down trees and power lines across the Opelika area Thursday afternoon.▸
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Residents whose trash was not collected on their designated day were asked to leave containers out overnight; crews
planned to return and finish routes by the following day, with all pickups completed by the end of the week. 'We
understand the importance of dependable garbage collection and apologize for any inconvenience these temporary
delays may cause,' the city said.
Source: WRBL / Opelika-Auburn News

Council Set to Vote Aug. 18 on Renaming JoAnn Drive; Sharp Street Bids Open Same Day
AUGUST 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika City Council's next regular meeting is Tuesday, Aug. 18, with a work session preceding it. On the agenda is a
vote on an ordinance introduced Aug. 4 that would rename JoAnn Drive as Faith Way, along with a public hearing on
certain business licenses at 3040 Capps Way.

Separately, sealed bids for construction of the Sharp Street Extension are due at the Opelika City Hall IT Conference
Room, 204 S. Seventh St., by 2 p.m. Aug. 18, when they will be publicly opened and read aloud. Only bids from
competent general contractors will be considered.
Source: The Opelika Observer / City of Opelika public notices

👮 PUBLIC SAFETY

Opelika Woman Arrested in Auburn Auto Burglary Investigation
AUGUST 13, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn police arrested Pamela Ashley Barber, 39, of Opelika, on Aug. 12 on multiple charges stemming from an
investigation into a series of auto burglary reports. Charges include unlawful breaking and entering a vehicle and theft of
property.

Warrants were obtained by the Auburn Police Department, and the Opelika Police Department assisted in taking Barber
into custody in obedience to those warrants.
Source: CNAW 2 News / WTVM

Severe Thunderstorm Downs Trees and Power Lines Across the Opelika Area
AUGUST 13, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

A severe thunderstorm moving through Lee County on Thursday afternoon brought down trees, knocked out power and
traffic signals and snarled traffic across the Opelika area. Roughly 200 customers lost power, and I-85 near Exit 62 backed
up behind a fallen tree.

National Weather Service storm reports logged downed trees on Lee Roads 154, 390 and 391 near 151 shortly after 3
p.m., with one tree that fell across power lines along Lee Road 390 briefly catching fire. The severe thunderstorm
warning issued at 3:22 p.m. CDT cited 60 mph wind gusts and quarter-size hail.
Source: CNAW 2 News

Lee County Sheriff's Office Releases ICE Transfer Numbers, Says Cooperation Continues
AUGUST 11, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL
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Responding to public questions about its role in federal immigration enforcement, the Lee County Sheriff's Office said it
'has, and will continue to, cooperate with ICE in the arrest, detention, and transfer of individuals who are in violation of
federal immigration law,' and that it continues to work with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

The agency also released figures: it assisted with the transfer of 271 individuals to ICE custody in 2025, and through July
2026 had detained 152 individuals for transfer. The sheriff's office said the numbers, along with other key statistics, are
posted publicly at leecosheriffal.gov.
Source: CNAW 2 News

💼 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

East Alabama Health to Take Over Management of Medical Center Barbour
AUGUST 12, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika-based East Alabama Health announced Wednesday that it will assume management and operational oversight
of Medical Center Barbour in Eufaula beginning Oct. 1, 2026. Under the management agreement, East Alabama Health
will lead day-to-day operations at the Barbour County hospital.

The system already operates East Alabama Medical Center in Opelika, EAMC-Lanier Rural Emergency Hospital in Valley,
East Alabama Medical Center North in Opelika, the Auburn Medical Pavilion and a network of clinics serving an 11-county
area. EAMC is a 316-bed regional referral hospital.
Source: al.com / WTVM

Goodwill and EAMC to Host Aug. 18 Hiring Event With More Than 300 Open Positions
AUGUST 12, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Goodwill Industries of the Southern Rivers and East Alabama Medical Center are partnering on a multi-employer hiring
event in Opelika, connecting job seekers with more than 300 available positions across multiple departments and
experience levels.

The event is set for Tuesday, Aug. 18, at the Opelika Chamber. Organizers advise job seekers to bring a resume and dress
for success. As one of the region's largest employers, EAMC is recruiting for both clinical and support roles offering
competitive pay and pathways into healthcare careers.
Source: The Opelika Observer / Goodwill Southern Rivers

Sushi Kingdom Adds a New Japanese Dining Option in Opelika
AUGUST 11, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika's dining scene has picked up a new Japanese restaurant with the arrival of Sushi Kingdom, which brings a fan-
favorite concept and an expansive menu to town.

The opening continues a steady run of new restaurant and retail activity in the city this year, from downtown boutiques
to national chains filling long-vacant storefronts along the Interstate Drive corridor.
Source: Ryan Roberts Realtor — New Business Spotlight

🏗️ DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH
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Continental Properties Breaks Ground on Springs at Opelika, a 252-Home Community
AUGUST 11, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Continental Properties has broken ground on Springs at Opelika, a 252-home apartment community at Gateway Drive
and Capps Drive. The development will offer studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom floor plans with private ground-level
entrances and attached garage options.

Apartment homes will range from 630 to 1,281 square feet and include smart home technology and in-home washers
and dryers. Community amenities are planned to include a pet spa, walking trails and a car care center. 'Our goal for
Springs at Opelika is to create a' community that fits the way residents in the area want to live, the developer said in
announcing the groundbreaking.
Source: The Opelika Observer / Continental Properties

🎓 EDUCATION

Opelika City Schools Sends Parents a School Safety Message on Alabama House Bill 7
AUGUST 7, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika City Schools posted a message to families about school safety and Alabama House Bill 7, asking parents to read
the notice and discuss it with their children as the 2026-27 year gets underway.

The district also published its back-to-school dates for schedule pickup and Meet the Teacher events. The first day of
school for OCS was Aug. 6.
Source: Opelika City Schools

Auburn Closes $241.8 Million Warrant Issue for Plains High School
AUGUST 13, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The Auburn City Council's authorization of more than $241.8 million in general obligation warrants — the largest single
financing in the city's ongoing school building program — has now closed, with about $214.6 million funding
construction of Plains High School off North Donahue Drive. The second public high school is expected to open in fall
2028.

The warrants carry interest rates from 4.5% to 5.25% and mature in stages from June 1, 2027, through June 1, 2056. The
all-in true interest cost is 4.52%. The Frazer Lanier Company of Montgomery served as underwriter and bought the issue
for nearly $255.3 million against the $241.8 million face amount.
Source: The Auburn Villager / The Opelika Observer

🏈 SPORTS

Bulldog Fall Sports Open: Flag Football Aug. 26, Football at Benjamin Russell Aug. 21
AUGUST 11, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika High School's fall sports season is underway across several programs. Girls flag football, one of the newest and
fastest-growing sports at the school, opens Aug. 26 when the Lady Bulldogs host Park Crossing at Bulldog Stadium with a
6 p.m. kickoff, and volleyball begins its home slate Aug. 21.
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On the football field, first-year head coach Jonathan Chandler's Bulldogs play a preseason contest at Benjamin Russell
on Aug. 21 before opening the regular season Thursday, Aug. 28, at home against Hoover. The Observer published its
annual 'Meet the Bulldogs' player and roster feature on Aug. 15.
Source: The Opelika Observer

Auburn Holds 115-Play First Fall Scrimmage; Golesh Calls It 'Sloppy on Both Sides'
AUGUST 14, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn football held its first scrimmage of fall camp Friday at Jordan-Hare Stadium, running 115 plays in the Tigers'
most complete workout of the preseason. First-year head coach Alex Golesh was blunt afterward, describing the day as
sloppy on both sides of the ball with three weeks left before the opener.

Michigan State transfer offensive lineman Stanton Ramil went the full session for the first time since being brought back
from injury. 'Since we brought (Ramil) back, he's been on a snap count, and today, went the whole time,' Golesh said.
Running back Bryson Washington also worked through fatigue in the scrimmage. Safeties Kaleb Harris, Sylvester Smith-
Reed and An'Quon Fegans, tight end Jonathan Echols and receiver Christian Neptune were held out; Golesh said Smith-
Reed and Fegans should be available for the next scrimmage.

Auburn opens the season Sept. 5 against Baylor in Atlanta at 2:30 p.m. CT before hosting Southern Miss on Sept. 12.
Source: Auburn Wire / The Auburn Observer

Auburn Basketball Splits Greece Trip, Adds Fifth-Year Guard Kolby King
AUGUST 14, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn men's basketball wrapped up a week-long foreign tour in Greece, splitting two games with Serbian club KK Mega
Superbet — a 92-71 win Saturday followed by a 70-68 loss Sunday in Mykonos, where Caleb Williams' last-second 3-point
attempt fell short. The shorthanded Tigers left Greece on Wednesday after stops in Athens and Mykonos.

Days later, head coach Steven Pearl announced the addition of fifth-year guard Kolby King to the 2026-27 roster. King is
newly eligible under the NCAA's age-based eligibility framework.
Source: AuburnTigers.com / al.com

🏛️ ALABAMA POLITICS

Alabama Carries Out First Execution of 2026 in Russell County Child Murder
AUGUST 13, 2026 — ATMORE, AL

Alabama executed Jeremy Williams on Thursday night for the 2021 rape and murder of 5-year-old Kamarie Holland in
Russell County, the state's first execution of 2026 and the last of three carried out in the United States that day. Williams
waived his appeals and asked that his execution be expedited.

Russell County Sheriff Heath Taylor, who called the case the worst he had investigated in 39 years in law enforcement,
said he believed Williams sought a swift end to the process. Alabama has now executed 13 people since 2023.
Source: Associated Press / Alabama Reflector

Alabama's 2nd District Race Draws National Attention After Special Primaries
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AUGUST 13, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

With special primaries settled, the contest in Alabama's redrawn 2nd Congressional District between Democratic U.S.
Rep. Shomari Figures and Republican nominee Rhett Marques, R-Enterprise, is drawing national attention as one of the
races that could help determine control of Congress next year.

Marques won the Republican nomination in a winner-take-all special primary, defeating five other candidates. Turnout
across Tuesday's primaries was low, and analysts saw few surprises elsewhere on the ballot.
Source: Alabama Reflector

State Superintendent Says Districts Under Intervention Are Improving
AUGUST 14, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Alabama State School Superintendent Eric Mackey told the state board of education Thursday that the three school
systems under state intervention — Bessemer City, Dallas County and Sumter County — are showing improvement as the
new school year begins.

All three districts were placed under intervention between 2023 and 2025 over financial and operational problems driven
in part by falling enrollment and population. Mackey said Sumter County, under intervention the longest, is doing well
following the opening of the county's new school last month, but gave no indication of when any of the interventions
would end.
Source: Alabama Reflector

🎭 ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Report: Lee County Is Short More Than 2,100 Licensed Child Care Spaces
AUGUST 11, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

Research conducted by Longleaf Strategies found that roughly 8,000 children under age 6 in Lee County have all
available parents in the workforce, while the county has only 5,638 licensed child care spaces — a gap of more than 2,100
slots.

The figures were published in a community commentary in The Observer arguing that child care capacity is an economic
development issue as much as a family one, and calling for a broader local conversation about how the county closes
the gap.
Source: The Opelika Observer

Paint the Town Returns to Downtown Opelika Aug. 29
AUGUST 16, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

East Alabama Arts' Paint the Town returns Saturday, Aug. 29, with artists setting up throughout downtown Opelika.
Participants check in at the Courthouse Square fountain between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., then work wherever inspiration
strikes. The rain date is Sunday, Aug. 30, from noon to 3 p.m.

The same weekend, Opelika Community Theatre stages 'Legally Blonde Jr.' at its Fox Run Avenue venue, with a
performance Saturday, Aug. 29, at 2:30 p.m.
Source: East Alabama Arts / Opelika Community Theatre
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📅 UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug 17

Lunch at the Chamber — food trucks and pop-up vendors,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 200 S. 6th St.

Aug 18

Goodwill/EAMC multi-employer hiring event — Opelika
Chamber; 300+ open positions.

Aug 18

Opelika City Council work session and regular meeting — 6
p.m., Municipal Court Building.

Aug 18

Sharp Street Extension sealed bids opened — 2 p.m.,
Opelika City Hall.

Aug 18

O Grows Farmers Market — Glenn Street, across from the
Cultural Arts Center.

Aug 20

West Ridge Park inclusive playground opens to the public.

Aug 21

Food Truck Friday: Back to School Bash — N. Railroad Ave.,
with a live screening of Opelika at Benjamin Russell, 5 to 9
p.m.

Aug 25

Auburn Municipal Election — mayor and Wards 5 and 8;
results at Auburn City Hall.

Aug 26

Opelika girls flag football hosts Park Crossing — 6 p.m.,
Bulldog Stadium.

Aug 28

Opelika football season opener vs. Hoover — Bulldog
Stadium.

Aug 29

Paint the Town — check in 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Courthouse
Square fountain, downtown Opelika.

Aug 29

'Legally Blonde Jr.' — Opelika Community Theatre, 2:30
p.m., 1220 Fox Run Ave.
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