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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

🏛️ CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Council Clears Verizon Permit, Street Closures and MPO Appointment on Aug. 4
AUGUST 4, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Beyond revising school-zone speed limit hours ahead of the first day of classes, the Opelika City Council worked through
a slate of routine business at its regular Tuesday, Aug. 4 meeting.

The council approved a special use permit request by Verizon Wireless at 900 Reeder Ave., several temporary street
closures, and the appointment of Jeff Neely to the Lee-Russell Council of Governments Metropolitan Planning
Organization Citizens Advisory Committee, filling a term that expires Nov. 5.
Source: The Opelika Observer / Opelika-Auburn News

City Sets Sept. 1 Public Hearing on Rezoning and Annexation Requests
AUGUST 6, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Public notices published for the week of Aug. 6 set a public hearing before the Opelika City Council for Tuesday, Sept. 1 at
6 p.m. in the courtroom of the Opelika Municipal Court Building, 300 Martin Luther King Blvd.

The same notices carry the full text of the newly revised school-zone speed limit ordinance, which lists reduced 25 mph
zones and enforcement windows for each Opelika school, including Fox Run School along Fox Run Parkway (U.S. 431).
Source: The Opelika Observer

Opelika Police arrest a 39-year-old man on four counts of possession of child pornography after an ICAC investigation.▸

Auburn's City Council adopts a one-year moratorium on data centers and scraps downtown parking kiosks and meters.▸

Opelika City Schools opened the 2026-27 year Aug. 6 under newly revised school-zone speed limit hours.▸

EAMC-Lanier adds three emergency observation beds; the state's second brain injury center settles into Opelika.▸
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Opelika Fire Chief Reports 7,037 Emergency Calls, 8,000 Training Hours in 2025
AUGUST 7, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

In an annual message to residents, the Opelika Fire Department's chief detailed a busy year of service: 7,037 emergency
calls answered, along with 2,250 inspections and pre-fire plans completed.

The department also logged 8,000 student training hours, producing 200 Alabama Fire College accredited certifications
— part of what the chief described as a continuing push on professional growth and community involvement.
Source: Dothan Eagle / Opelika-Auburn News

👮 PUBLIC SAFETY

Opelika Man Arrested on Four Counts of Possession of Child Pornography
AUGUST 6, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika Police Department arrested Jeffery Russell, 39, of Opelika on Aug. 6 and charged him with four counts of
possession of child pornography, following an investigation into images uploaded to the internet.

The case was worked with the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force and the National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children. Russell was booked into the Lee County Jail.
Source: CNAW 2 News

Opelika Woman Charged With First-Degree Theft and Identity Theft
AUGUST 7, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Victoria Leigh White, 54, of Opelika was arrested Friday, Aug. 7 on felony charges of theft of property in the first degree
and identity theft, according to authorities.
Source: WTVM

Crews Respond to Structure Fire on Lee Road 173
AUGUST 7, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

Firefighters were dispatched to a reported structure fire on Lee Road 173 in the Opelika area on the evening of Aug. 7. No
injuries were reported in initial accounts.
Source: CNAW 2 News

💼 BUSINESS, HEALTH & COMMUNITY

EAMC-Lanier Rural Emergency Hospital Adds Three Emergency Observation Beds
AUGUST 4, 2026 — VALLEY, AL

EAMC-Lanier, the rural emergency hospital operated by East Alabama Health, has added three new emergency
observation beds, expanding its ability to hold and monitor patients who need short-term care before discharge or
transfer.
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East Alabama Health's network includes East Alabama Medical Center in Opelika, a 316-bed regional referral hospital,
the Auburn Medical Pavilion and clinics serving an 11-county area.
Source: East Alabama Health

United Way of Lee County Kicks Off Annual Fundraising Campaign
AUGUST 6, 2026 — LEE COUNTY, AL

The United Way of Lee County launched its annual campaign this week. The organization currently supports 29 different
nonprofits across the Auburn-Opelika area, many of which also receive support from the Food Bank of East Alabama.
Source: The Auburn Villager

🎓 EDUCATION

Opelika City Schools Open the 2026-27 Year Under New School-Zone Hours
AUGUST 6, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Classes resumed across Opelika City Schools on Thursday, Aug. 6, following Meet the Teacher days and schedule pickup
earlier in the week. The district's 2026-27 calendar runs through May 20, 2027.

Drivers should note the revised school-zone speed limits the City Council approved days before the first bell, including a
25 mph zone at Opelika High School from 7 to 8:30 a.m. and in the afternoon dismissal window.
Source: Opelika City Schools

Southern Union Enrolling Law Officers in New Criminal Justice Short Certificate
AUGUST 4, 2026 — WADLEY, AL

Southern Union State Community College is enrolling students in a Criminal Justice Short Certificate at its Wadley
campus, a flexible program designed for working law enforcement professionals who want to advance their education
while staying on the job.
Source: The LaFayette Sun

🏈 SPORTS

Bulldogs Draw Statewide Attention at Media Days; Hoover Visits Aug. 28
AUGUST 3, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

Opelika's turn in the spotlight at the High School Football Media Days drew strong reviews, with full coverage available
on demand through WOTM-TV.

The Bulldogs open the 2026 season Thursday, Aug. 28, hosting Hoover at Bulldog Stadium in what is shaping up as one
of the marquee openers in the state. Opelika plays a nine-game regular season with five home dates.
Source: The Opelika Observer

Auburn Football Ramps Up Preseason Camp, Adding Pads Ahead of Baylor Opener
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AUGUST 7, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Four weeks out from the start of the Alex Golesh era, Auburn's preseason camp progressed from shorts to shells, with
shoulder pads added for the fourth preseason practice. The team is spending 13 days housed off campus near Grand
National to cut down distractions.

Golesh has pointed to position battles across the roster — most visibly at running back — plus the opening of the new Pat
Dye Training Center and player-led leadership as the defining themes of camp.
Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics

Auburn Baseball to Face Florida State in Pensacola Fall Exhibition
AUGUST 4, 2026 — PENSACOLA, FL

Auburn baseball will play Florida State in a fall exhibition game at Blue Wahoos Stadium in Pensacola on Saturday, Oct.
10 at 1 p.m. CT, the Pensacola Blue Wahoos announced. It marks the second time the Tigers have played in the ballpark.
Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics

📍 AUBURN-OPELIKA METRO

Auburn Council Approves One-Year Data Center Moratorium
AUGUST 6, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The Auburn City Council approved a one-year moratorium on data centers, adding protection against facilities not
covered by the city's existing regulations while officials study the issue further. Data centers have become a flashpoint in
communities across Alabama this election year.
Source: Auburn-Opelika News (auburnpub.com)

Auburn Removes Parking Kiosks and Meters as Pango Payments Expand
AUGUST 6, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn City Manager Jenny Haines updated the City Council on the city's parking changes at the Aug. 6 meeting: with
more ways to pay through the Pango app, the city is removing downtown kiosks and meters.
Source: Auburn-Opelika News (auburnpub.com)

Anders and Wilkins Make Their Cases Ahead of Auburn's Aug. 25 Municipal Election
AUGUST 3, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

With Auburn's municipal election set for Aug. 25, incumbent Mayor Ron Anders Jr. and challenger Robert Wilkins
answered questions in a published Q&A, reprinted by The Observer with permission from The Auburn Villager.

Voters will elect the mayor and a council member for each of the city's eight wards; three races are contested.
Source: The Opelika Observer

🏛️ ALABAMA POLITICS
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Alabama Corrections Could Pay Private Attorney an Additional $38 Million
AUGUST 7, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Contract amendments between the Alabama Department of Corrections and attorney Bill Lunsford would increase his
firm's contracts by tens of millions of dollars, potentially pushing total payments up by as much as $38 million.
Legislators including Rep. Chris England, D-Tuscaloosa, questioned the arrangement after a contract review meeting.
Source: Alabama Reflector

Alabama Supreme Court Extends Briefing Schedule in Tuberville Residency Suit
AUGUST 7, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

Justices on the Alabama Supreme Court extended the plaintiffs' briefing schedule in the lawsuit challenging U.S. Sen.
Tommy Tuberville's residency and eligibility to run for governor, pushing the case timeline further into the fall campaign.
Source: Alabama Reflector

🎭 ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

BOXCAR Launches German-Language Film Series in Downtown Opelika Aug. 11
AUGUST 11, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

BOXCAR, in partnership with the Alabama Germany Partnership, begins a German-language film series in downtown
Opelika on Tuesday, Aug. 11. Screenings run on the second Tuesday of the month from August through November,
starting at 7 p.m.
Source: Humanitix / BOXCAR

📅 UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug 11

O Grows Farmers Market — 4 to 7 p.m., Opelika.
Aug 11

BOXCAR German-Language Film Series opens — 7 p.m.,
downtown Opelika.

Aug 12

Ribbon Cutting: RyRowsie Boutique — Opelika Chamber,
229 S. 8th St.

Aug 15

2nd Mission Alliance Dedication Ceremony — 9 to 10:15
a.m., Opelika Public Library.

Aug 15

Auburn City Market — 8 to 11 a.m., Town Creek Park.
Aug 15-16

Opelika Crush Soccer Playdate #2 — Opelika SportsPlex;
about 55 teams expected.

Aug 21

Food Truck Friday — N. Railroad Ave. & 1st Ave., downtown
Opelika.

Aug 25

Auburn Municipal Election — mayor and all eight council
wards.

Aug 28 Aug 29
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Opelika football season opener vs. Hoover — Bulldog
Stadium.

Michelle Malone in concert — The Sound Wall, 605 Avenue
B, Opelika.

Aug 29

Brewzle Fest 2026 — The Bottling Plant, Opelika.
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