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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

🏛️ CITY & GOVERNMENT

Mayor Smith Outlines Growth Priorities in First State of the City Address
Opelika Mayor Eddie Smith delivered his first State of the City address on Wednesday, July 29, at the Opelika
Performing Arts Center, hosted by the Opelika Chamber of Commerce. Smith outlined the city's investments in
education, economic development, public safety and infrastructure, while emphasizing that continued growth must
be balanced with protecting Opelika's character. The mayor noted the city generated more than $130 million in total
revenue during the past fiscal year. Among the highlights: the economic development team is launching a three-
phase workforce support campus, with phase one calling for a medical clinic to open by early next year, followed by
childcare and training centers in phases two and three. 

Source: The Opelika Observer / WSFA / WTVM, July 29-30, 2026

Mayor Eddie Smith delivers his first State of the City address, touting $130M in city revenue and a new three-phase
workforce campus.

▸

Opelika residents weigh in on the city's first comprehensive zoning ordinance rewrite in 35 years.▸
UK-based Doncasters announces a $50M superalloy manufacturing facility in Auburn, bringing about 70 jobs.▸
Opelika officials strengthen aerospace supply-chain ties at the Farnborough International Airshow in England.▸
Auburn football breaks down its rebuilt offensive line ahead of fall camp; Auburn baseball's 2027 class ranks No.
15 nationally.

▸

Gov. Ivey's special primary election for four Alabama congressional districts is set for August 11.▸
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Residents Weigh Growth, Density at Zoning Ordinance Public Meeting
Opelika residents raised concerns about development density, traffic, neighborhood compatibility, housing
affordability, construction quality and short-term rentals during a July 29 public meeting on the city's first
comprehensive zoning ordinance rewrite since 1991. The city began work on the overhaul in May as part of its
broader Smart Growth Matters initiative and a development moratorium now in effect through April 2027. City
officials said the updated ordinance is on schedule to be completed by February 2027, and that public input will
continue to shape the process. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 29, 2026

State Rep. Jeremy Gray Presents Regional Violence Prevention Initiative to Council
State Rep. Jeremy Gray and Paula Wilson, a coordinator with Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America,
addressed the Opelika City Council about a regional violence prevention initiative. Gray said he has set aside between
$17,000 and $18,000 in community service funds to help pay for the program's training component, with the training
quote coming in around $15,000 to allow at least 50 people from across the region to participate. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 28, 2026

Lee County Commission Hears Freedom Fest Plans, Road Updates
The Lee County Commission met Monday, July 27, for its regular session, which included student recognition, a
presentation on the upcoming Freedom Fest 2026 weekend celebration, and several items related to county road
projects. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 28, 2026

💼 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Doncasters to Open $50M Superalloy Facility in Auburn, Creating 70 Jobs
Gov. Kay Ivey announced that DPC Holdings PLC (Doncasters), a UK-based maker of superalloys and high-precision
alloy components for the aerospace industry, will open a new facility in Auburn. The $50 million capital investment is
expected to create approximately 70 jobs over the next three years, with an average hourly wage of around $30.29.
The state's partnership with the company includes Alabama Job Act incentives and AIDT workforce training support.
Auburn Mayor Ron Anders said the project reinforces the city's commitment to technology-based, value-added
manufacturing. 

Source: Made in Alabama / WTVM, July 20-28, 2026
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Opelika Strengthens Global Aerospace Connections at Farnborough Airshow
Opelika Economic Development representatives joined community leaders from across Alabama at the Farnborough
International Airshow in England, aiming to recruit new aerospace industry and connect existing Opelika-area
manufacturers with new supply-chain partners. City officials described the trip as "extremely successful," noting
opportunities both to court new investment and deepen relationships with companies already operating in the
region. 

Source: The Opelika Observer / Made in Alabama, July 21-28, 2026

🎓 EDUCATION

Chromebooks, Coaching Evaluations in Focus at Opelika School Board Meeting
The Opelika School Board discussed costs associated with replacing and repairing student Chromebooks, along with
updates to how athletic coaches are evaluated going forward. Officials said the new coaching evaluation sheet will
weigh factors beyond wins and losses, emphasizing overall program development and competitiveness. The board
also approved the revised 2026-27 code of student conduct, out-of-state field trip requests, a bid for bread and
produce for the Child Nutrition Program, and an increase in the state per-mile travel reimbursement rate. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 28, 2026

🏈 SPORTS

Bulldogs Face Hard Road Back to the Top in 2026
With the countdown to football season underway, Opelika head coach Keith Etheredge enters his sixth season having
won 51 games over his first five years, including a thrilling 31-28 semifinal victory that sent the Bulldogs to the Super
7 last season. The Observer's season preview highlights a tough road slate, including an Oct. 9 trip to Dothan against
a Wolves team that pushed Opelika to the limit (21-14) a season ago. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 28, 2026

Lee County Teams Set Sights on 2026 Season at Media Days
Lee County's high school football teams took to the podium at the Fox Sports "The Game" High School Football
Media Days in Opelika on July 28. New Opelika head coach Jonathan Chandler said his offense will feature a more
wide-open attack this season while still incorporating the smash-mouth ground game that helped fuel last year's
successful playoff run. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 29, 2026
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Auburn Football Breaks Down Rebuilt Offensive Line Ahead of Fall Camp
Auburn returned just three offensive linemen from last year's roster, forcing a full rebuild at a critical position under
first-year head coach Alex Golesh. The Tigers signed 14 offensive linemen after the season ended, including nine
transfers, with redshirt senior USF transfer Cole Best (6-foot-4, 322 pounds) projected as a top-level addition. Golesh
said at SEC Media Days that while the group was Auburn's biggest offseason concern, he feels considerably better
about the unit with camp fewer than two weeks away. 

Source: AL.com / SI.com, July 24 – August 1, 2026

Auburn Baseball's 2027 Recruiting Class Takes Shape After MLB Draft
Despite losing five pitchers off last year's roster to the MLB Draft, Auburn baseball's 2027 recruiting class checks in at
No. 15 nationally and No. 10 among SEC programs. The Tigers' incoming class includes right-handers Brayden
Bergman (Baylor transfer), Corey Kling (Arizona) and Zach Stevens (South Alabama), along with left-handers Dane
Burns (Mississippi State) and Jack Pezzolo (UC Davis), as the coaching staff rebuilds its pitching depth for a run at the
College World Series. 

Source: 247Sports / AL.com, July 25, 2026

🎭 ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

WWAPLika to Host "Opelika's Got Talent" Youth Showcase
Local youth take the stage this weekend for "Opelika's Got Talent," a free youth talent showcase presented by
WWAPLika (Walking With A Purpose) at the Covington Recreation Center. The first round of performances runs from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m., followed by a community break, with a second round from 3 to 4:15 p.m. and an awards ceremony
at 4:30 p.m. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 28, 2026

🏛️ ALABAMA POLITICS

Special Primary Election Set for August 11 in Four Congressional Districts
Alabama voters in Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6 and 7 will head back to the polls August 11 for a special primary, after
litigation over redistricting forced the state to redraw those district boundaries following the earlier May 19 primary.
The Alabama Democratic Party's vice chair is urging Democrats to consider strategically pulling Republican ballots in
the four affected districts to shape a weaker general-election opponent, amid concerns about lower GOP turnout for
the special election. 

Source: Montgomery Advertiser / AL.com / Alabama Reflector, July 23-30, 2026
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Doug Jones Unveils Governing Agenda Ahead of Governor's Race
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Doug Jones laid out a policy agenda titled "A Vision for Alabama," proposing a
one-year moratorium on new AI data center projects until the state establishes statewide protections, along with
expanding Medicaid, eliminating the remaining state grocery tax, raising the minimum wage, creating citizen-led
ballot initiatives, and strengthening state ethics laws. 

Source: Alabama Reflector / Axios / ABC 33/40, July 27-31, 2026

ADOC: "Reasonable Concern" $1.25B Ivey Prison Complex May Miss Deadline
The Alabama Department of Corrections said there is "reasonable concern" that Caddell, the contractor building the
$1.25 billion Gov. Kay Ivey Correctional Complex in Elmore County, may not meet its Oct. 15 completion deadline,
based on the terms of its contract with the state. ADOC said the construction schedule continues to be closely
monitored by project manager HPM. 

Source: Alabama Reflector / Alabama Daily News, July 28-29, 2026

📅 UPCOMING EVENTS & DATES

AUG 1-2

Opelika's Got Talent
Youth talent showcase presented by WWAPLika at Covington
Recreation Center. Free and open to the public.

AUG 4

One Love National Night Out
5-8 p.m. at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 432 Maple
Ave. Launches "Circle of Love," a new support network for
families who have lost someone to gun violence.

AUG 6

First Day of School – Opelika City Schools
OCS students return for the 2026-27 school year. Check email
for Snapcode registration links.

AUG 7

Food Truck Friday: "Indiana Jones" Movie Night
5-9 p.m. along N. Railroad Ave. & 1st Ave. downtown. Rotating
lineup of 20+ food vendors and live music, hosted by the
Opelika Chamber.

AUG 11

Alabama Special Primary Election
Voters in Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6 and 7 return to the
polls for a court-ordered special primary.

AUG 29

Brewzle Fest 2026
Craft whiskey and spirits festival returns for year three,
presented by Sprayberry Bottle Shop, 5-9 p.m.

AUG 29

Paint the Town — East Alabama Arts
Downtown Opelika, meet at Courthouse Square Fountain, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. check-in. Rain date Aug. 30, noon-3 p.m.
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