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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

🏛️ CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Council Approves Tax Abatements for Channing Street Copper Co.
The Opelika City Council approved tax abatements and exemptions for Channing Street Copper Co. during its
Tuesday, July 22 meeting. The company plans to establish a manufacturing operation at 175 Orr Ave. in Opelika,
where it will engineer and produce induction ranges. The company is expected to have its operation in service by July
24, 2027.

During the same meeting, Mayor Eddie Smith presented the city's financial summary and building activity reports for
June, recognized community advocate Annie Pearl Stinson with a proclamation, and honored the Character Council's
Citizen of Excellent Character. The council also approved an alcohol manufacturer license request from Oak Bowery
Spirits LLC (doing business as Oak Bowery), a new distillery venture in Opelika, and a temporary street closure
request for Trinity Church on August 12. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 21, 2026

Opelika City Council approves tax abatements for Channing Street Copper Co., bringing induction range
manufacturing to 175 Orr Ave.

▸

OPD arrests Opelika man for $10,000+ theft from Boost Mobile; OFD annual report highlights new Quint truck and
Station 2 rebuild plans.

▸

Lee County School Board to consider 2% employee raise; OCS announces back-to-school dates (August 6 first day).▸
Opelika Middle School named Best Public Middle School in OA News Best of OA 2026 contest.▸
Auburn Coach Alex Golesh takes center stage at SEC Media Days; three Tigers named Preseason All-SEC.▸
Opelika fire chief's 2025 annual report highlights new Quint apparatus and upcoming Station 2 rebuild.▸
Alabama Supreme Court expedites Tuberville residency challenge; Gov. Ivey signs executive order on screen-
based learning.

▸
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City of Opelika Issues RFP for Sharp Street Extension Road Project
The City of Opelika issued a request for proposals (RFP) for the Sharp Street Extension project, with bids due August
18, 2026. The project involves site work and new construction of a road in Opelika, with scope including clearing and
grubbing, excavation, foundation backfill, aggregate base course installation, and tack coat application — continuing
the city's investment in transportation infrastructure to support growing neighborhoods. 

Source: Starbridge.ai / ConstructConnect, July 22–23, 2026

👮 PUBLIC SAFETY

Opelika Man Arrested After $10K+ Theft from Boost Mobile Store
An Opelika man has been arrested after allegedly stealing more than $10,000 in merchandise from a local business.
According to the Opelika Police Department, officers responded to the Boost Mobile store at 1909 Pepperell Parkway
on July 22 after receiving a burglary report. Through the investigation, detectives identified 50-year-old Michael
Deshawn Browan Bridges as the suspect. On July 23, detectives executed a search warrant in the 1400 block of S.
Long Street, where they located Bridges and recovered a portion of the stolen property. Bridges was booked into the
Lee County Justice Center on multiple charges. 

Source: WTVM / CNAW2 News, July 24, 2026

OFD Annual Report: New Quint Truck, Station 2 Rebuild on the Horizon
Opelika Fire Chief Shane Boyd's 2025 annual report highlights significant progress in expanding the city's fire
protection network. The department acquired its first Quint apparatus — a Sutphen SL 75-foot aerial ladder truck
with a 2,000-gpm pump and 500-gallon water tank — now operating out of Station 4. The chief also outlined plans to
completely rebuild the 65-year-old Fire Station 2 on Pepperell Parkway, which has exceeded its operational lifespan,
and to begin long-term planning for a future Station 6 to serve the expanding Northeast Industrial Park area. The city
and East Alabama Health previously reached a property exchange agreement to facilitate the Station 2 rebuild. 

Source: OA Now / The Traveler, July 20–23, 2026

💼 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Oak Bowery Distillery Secures Opelika Alcohol Manufacturing License
The Opelika City Council approved an alcohol manufacturer license for Oak Bowery Spirits LLC, doing business as
Oak Bowery, at its July 22 meeting. Opelika now officially lists Oak Bowery Spirits as a licensed distillery (AL-S-20067).
The distillery was founded by Brewzle creator Drew Gamble, an Opelika resident of more than a decade. Oak Bowery
is featured in the upcoming Brewzle Fest 2026 event at the Bottling Plant Event Center on August 29, which will
include distillery tours and a craft beer and spirits festival. 

Source: The Opelika Observer / Plain Alcohol, July 21–22, 2026
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🏗️ DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH

Auburn Approves Mixed-Use "The Lexington" Development in South Auburn
The Auburn City Council on Tuesday, July 22, approved a series of rezonings for a dense new mixed-use development
called "The Lexington" in south Auburn. The project will be built on 1.15 acres near the intersection of South College
Street and South Donahue Drive. The development will feature ground-floor retail and office space along with 15
residential condominiums for sale on the upper floors (second through fourth). In contrast, the council denied
rezoning requests for the "One Auburn" expansion off Miracle Road — a separate residential development proposal
seeking to expand an existing community at 1750 Miracle Road. 

Source: The Opelika Observer / Auburn Villager, July 21–23, 2026

Auburn School Board OKs Bid for New Plains Junior High School
The Auburn City Schools Board of Education approved the bid results for the new Plains Junior High School at its July
14 meeting. Stone Building LLC, based in Vestavia Hills, Alabama, was awarded the construction contract. The school
is slated for completion in fall 2028. The board also approved HPM Construction to add fresh turf to an existing
athletic facility. The Plains projects are part of a broader capital improvement plan for Auburn City Schools. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 21, 2026

🎓 EDUCATION

Lee County School Board to Vote on 2% Employee Pay Raise
The Lee County Board of Education will consider a 2% pay raise for all district personnel at a special-called meeting
on August 3 at 9 a.m. at the Central Office, located at 2410 Society Hill Road in Opelika. The proposed raise would
apply to employees on extended contracts and those paid with local funds, taking effect with the 2026–27 school
year. Lee County Schools returns to classes on Wednesday, August 5. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 21, 2026

OCS Announces Back-to-School Dates; First Day August 6
Opelika City Schools has released important back-to-school dates for the 2026–27 year. The first day of school for OCS
students is Wednesday, August 6, 2026. Prior to the first day, OCS will hold schedule pickup and Meet the Teacher
events — parents of current/returning students should check their email for snapcode links and scheduling
information. The district has shared back-to-school details through its website at opelikaschools.org. 

Source: Opelika City Schools / opelikaschools.org, July 22, 2026

Page 3 of 8



Opelika Middle School Named Best Public Middle School in OA News Contest
Opelika Middle School has been named Best Public Middle School in the OA News Best of OA 2026 contest. The
recognition reflects the dedication of teachers, staff, and students at OMS, which serves more than 800 students in
grades 4–8. The honor continues OCS's tradition of regional academic recognition. 

Source: Opelika City Schools / OA News, 2026

🏈 SPORTS

Golesh Takes Center Stage at Auburn's SEC Media Days Debut
First-year Auburn head coach Alex Golesh made his debut appearance at SEC Media Days in Tampa on Tuesday, July
21, defining success for his first season around building an identity for the program. "Year one will be successful if we
leave and know exactly who we are and we have proof of concept to continue to build," Golesh said. He reflected on
fall camp beginning August 4, noted his gratitude toward the Auburn community, and shared updates on injury
availability heading into camp. The Plainsman reported three key takeaways: building team identity, the USF transfer
pipeline ("Auburn men," per defensive coordinator Champ Anthony), and the excitement building around the
program heading into Golesh's debut season. 

Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics / The Auburn Plainsman, July 21–22, 2026

Three Auburn Tigers Named to Preseason All-SEC Team
Junior linebacker Xavier Atkins led three Auburn football student-athletes named to the Preseason All-SEC Team,
announced Friday, July 24, by the Southeastern Conference. Atkins headlines the selections after a breakout 2025
season. Auburn was predicted to finish 12th in the SEC preseason poll. With fall camp opening August 4, the
recognition gives the Tigers momentum heading into the Golesh era opener against Baylor in the Aflac Kickoff Game
on September 5. 

Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics / Auburn Wire, July 24, 2026

Nearly 500 Women Attend Auburn Football Ladies Clinic
Nearly 500 women attended the Auburn Football Ladies Clinic on Saturday, July 26, at the Woltosz Football
Performance Center — described by staff as "our favorite day of the year." Participants met head coach Alex Golesh
and members of the new coaching staff, received a behind-the-scenes look at the Auburn football program, and
engaged in football education sessions. The annual event continues to grow under the new coaching regime. 

Source: Auburn Tigers Athletics, July 26, 2026
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Auburn Baseball: Three 2027 Signees Sign MLB Contracts; Bergman Commits from
Portal
Auburn's 2026 baseball recruiting class took some hits this week as three 2027 signees inked professional contracts
after the MLB Draft, including Padres first-round pick Coleman Borthwick ($3.8 million), who forfeited his Auburn
commitment. The losses highlight the talent pipeline Auburn continues to attract. On the positive side, former Baylor
right-handed pitcher Brayden Bergman committed to Auburn from the transfer portal on July 20, adding hard-
throwing pitching depth for the 2027 season. Auburn baseball head coach Butch Thompson previously hired Nick
Ammirati (ex-Georgia) as hitting coordinator for the upcoming season. 

Source: Auburn Wire / USA Today / 247Sports, July 20–24, 2026

OHS Bulldogs Show Discipline in Preseason Tune-Up
The Opelika High School Bulldogs football team took another step toward the 2026 season last week, showing strong
discipline during a preseason scrimmage at Pike Road. First-year head coach Jonathan Chandler reported players
focused on executing fundamentals without mistakes — treating the scrimmage "like a regular week of training." OHS
previously unveiled new Nike uniforms during picture day and continues pursuing a 10th regular-season game to
round out the schedule. The Bulldogs open the season August 28 (Home). 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 21, 2026

🎭 ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

East Alabama Arts Unveils 2026–27 Performance Series Lineup
East Alabama Arts introduced the artists for its 2026–27 Performance Series at the Opelika Center for the Performing
Arts, located on the Opelika High School campus. The season will feature four performances including internationally
recognized musicians, regional student performers, and a high-energy brass ensemble, with season tickets starting at
$100 (Core Series). Performances support expanded educational programming and partnerships with Opelika City
Schools. Tickets are available at eastalabamaarts.org. 

Source: The Opelika Observer / East Alabama Arts, July 21, 2026

Guy Rhodes Honored by Alabama Senate for 50+ Years of Journalism
Opelika resident Guy Rhodes has been recognized through a resolution from the Alabama Senate following his
retirement after more than 50 years in journalism and community service. Rhodes, a long-time figure in East Alabama
media, received the honorary resolution recognizing his lifetime contributions. The recognition was reported by The
Opelika Observer. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 21, 2026
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Opelika Community Theatre Invites Public to Shape Its Future
Opelika Community Theatre (OCT) hosted a special community meeting on Sunday, July 26, welcoming returning
volunteers, former members, supporters, parents and anyone interested in OCT's future. The gathering introduced
OCT's vision for the coming seasons and provided an opportunity for community members to get involved in the
organization's next chapter. OCT has been a cornerstone of performing arts in East Alabama for years and continues
to seek public support for affordable, inclusive theater. 

Source: The Opelika Observer, July 21, 2026

One Love National Night Out Coming August 4 to Opelika
The Concerned Citizens of Opelika will host its One Love National Night Out event on Tuesday, August 4, from 5 to 8
p.m. at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 432 Maple Ave. in Opelika. The event will launch Circle of Love — a
support network for families who have lost someone to gun violence, as well as survivors, siblings, and children left
behind. The initiative was inspired by Columbus, Georgia's Circle of Mothers program. The community is encouraged
to come together and support one another. 

Source: The Opelika Observer / OA Now, July 21, 2026

📍 AUBURN-OPELIKA METRO

Southwest Fire Department Responds to Three Lee County Fires in One Week
The Southwest Lee County Fire Department responded to three separate fire incidents in one week, including
residential structure fires in Loachapoka and Auburn, as well as a vehicle fire in the Beauregard community. The busy
stretch underscores the demands on volunteer fire departments serving the growing rural and suburban areas of Lee
County. No major injuries were reported in the three incidents. 

Source: CNAW2 News, July 20, 2026

🏛️ ALABAMA POLITICS

Alabama Supreme Court Expedites Tuberville Residency Challenge
The Alabama Supreme Court moved to expedite the residency challenge against U.S. Sen. Tommy Tuberville's bid for
governor this week — but legal observers note the clock is ticking against challengers. The court accelerated briefing
schedules for the appeal, though Alabama's deadline for replacing a party nominee could pass before the appeal is
fully briefed. The challenge centers on Alabama's constitutional requirement that a governor candidate must have
been a resident citizen of Alabama for seven years. Tuberville's campaign touted a "5–0" record in lower court
proceedings as the case moved to the state's highest court. 

Source: Alabama Reflector / AL Reporter, July 21–22, 2026
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ADPH Holds Public Hearing on Marijuana Rescheduling
The Alabama Department of Public Health's State Committee of Public Health held a public hearing Wednesday, July
22, to gather input on whether Alabama should follow the federal government in rescheduling certain medical
marijuana products from Schedule I to Schedule III. A group of conservative activists registered objections to the
federal rescheduling at the hearing. ADPH's general counsel stated a decision must be made by August 5. The
rescheduling would affect how medical cannabis is regulated in the state. 

Source: Alabama Reflector, July 22, 2026

Gov. Ivey Signs Executive Order on Screen-Based Learning Study
Governor Kay Ivey signed Executive Order 745 on Wednesday, July 22, creating a commission dedicated to studying
screen-based instruction in Alabama schools. The commission will evaluate the responsible use of technology in
classrooms for students of all ages, with a final report due to the governor, Legislature, and State Board of Education
by December 1, 2026. Ivey appointed commission members to serve through the submission of the final report. 

Source: Alabama Reflector / Governor's Office, July 22, 2026

📅 UPCOMING EVENTS & DATES
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TUESDAY, JULY 28

Summer Swing Finale: Back to School Bash
Final concert of the 2026 Summer Swing series at Monkey
Park (Downtown Opelika). 6:00 PM. Free. Bid farewell to
summer!

MONDAY, JULY 28

Zoning Ordinance Update Community
Workshop
6:00 PM at Opelika Public Library, 1100 Glenn Street. Open to
the public — share your thoughts on Opelika's updated zoning
ordinance (Smart Growth Matters Moratorium).

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29

2026 State of the City Address
7:30–9:15 AM at Opelika High School Performing Arts Center.
Mayor Eddie Smith's first State of the City address. Free and
open to the public. Presented by ESG Operations.

THURSDAY, JULY 30

Pierre Bensusan Concert — Live! At The Wall
Doors 7 PM | Show 7:30 PM. The Sound Wall Recording Studio,
605 Ave B, Opelika. Limited to 50 guests. $30 (+fee). BYOB.
World-class guitarist "Mister DADGAD" in an intimate setting.
Tickets: theswmi.ticketspice.com

MONDAY, AUGUST 3

Lee County School Board Special Meeting
9:00 AM at Lee County Schools Central Office, 2410 Society Hill
Road, Opelika. Board to vote on proposed 2% employee pay
raise.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4

One Love National Night Out / Circle of Love
5–8 PM at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 432 Maple
Ave., Opelika. Concerned Citizens of Opelika launches Circle
of Love support network for gun violence victims' families.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4

Auburn Football Fall Camp Opens
Auburn Tigers football players report for fall camp. First
practices begin August 5 under first-year head coach Alex
Golesh. Season opener vs. Baylor in Aflac Kickoff Game on
September 5.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5

Lee County Schools First Day of Class
First day of the 2026–27 school year for Lee County Schools
students.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6

Opelika City Schools First Day
First day of school for Opelika City Schools students. Schedule
pickup and Meet the Teacher events to be held prior. Check
opelikaschools.org for details.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7

Food Truck Friday + Summer Movie Series
5:00–9:00 PM at Downtown Opelika. Opelika Public Library
partners with the Chamber to screen Indiana Jones: Raiders
of the Lost Ark (PG) at 7:00 PM. Food trucks, fun, and film!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29

Brewzle Fest 2026
Bottling Plant Event Center, Opelika. Craft beer and spirits
festival featuring Oak Bowery Distillery tours and the new
Opelika distillery's inaugural showcase. Presented by
Sprayberry Bottle Shop.
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