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THIS WEEK'S TOP STORIES

Hattie B's Nashville Hot Chicken grand opens in Auburn's historic Tiger Theater building

AHSAA All-Star Week underway in Montgomery; Opelika's Will Brandon selected for South baseball squad
Auburn softball co-head coach Kate Malveaux inducted into Illinois Sports Hall of Fame

Auburn University's faculty governance dissolution draws ongoing scrutiny & national attention

Opelika Chamber announces 2027 "Wizarding Wonders" trip to England & Scotland

Long Shot Classic charity golf tournament TODAY at AU Club benefits TBI survivor Collin Long

East Alabama Arts unveils reimagined 2026-27 Performance Series

Auburn softball adds Katelyn Hubley & Makayla Stephens through transfer portal

Downtown Opelika "Christmas in July" shopping event set for July 25

State of the City address scheduled July 29 at the Performing Arts Center

B8 Business & Community

Opelika Chamber Announces 2027 'Wizarding Wonders' Trip to England & Scotland
JULY 14, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce is inviting members and community travelers to experience the magic, history and
scenery of England and Scotland during its 2027 "Opelika Abroad" journey — a 10-night odyssey running October 5-15,
2027. Packages start at $6,259 per person if booked by September 2026, with the trip covering London and Scotland. An
interest party is scheduled for community members who want to learn more about the experience, ask questions, and
hear presentations about highlights of the trip. Previous Opelika Abroad journeys have drawn enthusiastic participation
from Chamber members. The Chamber encourages anyone curious about international travel to reach out through its

website at opelikachamber.com.

Source: The Opelika Observer
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@ Sports

AHSAA All-Star Week Begins; Opelika's Will Brandon Selected for South Baseball Team
JULY 20-24, 2026 — MONTGOMERY, AL

The 30th Annual AHSAA North-South All-Star Sports Week is underway in Montgomery this week (July 20-24), bringing
together the state's top graduating senior athletes across baseball, softball, soccer, tennis, and golf. Representing Opelika
is outfielder/infielder Will Brandon, a 6-foot-1 utility player selected for the South squad in baseball. Brandon's versatility
— capable of playing multiple positions — earned him a spot among Alabama's elite high school players. The All-Star
baseball games are scheduled for Wednesday, July 22 at Gateway Park in Montgomery. All-Star Week also coincides with
the AHSAA Summer Conference Coaching School, where head coaches complete required certification sessions. Opelika's
coaching staff participated in the required educational programming throughout the week.

Source: AHSAA.com

Auburn Softball's Kate Malveaux Inducted into Illinois Sports Hall of Fame
JULY 17,2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn softball co-head coach Kate Malveaux was inducted into the Illinois Sports Hall of Fame this week, recognized for
her distinguished playing career and coaching contributions to the sport. Malveaux joined the Tigers in June 2024
alongside her husband Chris Malveaux as co-head coaches, taking over the program and guiding it to 35 wins and an NCAA
Regional appearance in their first season (2025). Kate primarily oversees catchers, team defense, and base running.
Originally from Springfield, IL, Malveaux was honored in the softball category. She played collegiately at Bradley University
before building her coaching career. The recognition reflects the national profile that Auburn's softball program continues
to maintain. The 2026 season saw Auburn finish 27-28, with Kate and Chris continuing to build toward an NCAA
tournament return.

Source: Auburn Tigers Official Athletics

Auburn Softhall Bolsters 2027 Roster with Transfer Portal Additions
JULY 20, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn softball added two significant transfer portal players to its 2027 roster this week: Katelyn Hubley from the
University of California and Makayla Stephens. The additions represent continued roster-building by co-head coaches
Chris and Kate Malveaux as they work to return the Tigers to the NCAA tournament. Details on both players' positions and
backgrounds are forthcoming from the athletics department. The portal additions come as Auburn looks to build on its
2025 NCAA Regional appearance and improve on its 2026 record. The Tigers' pitching staff and offensive lineup are
expected to see further upgrades as fall practice approaches.

Source: Auburn Athletics / Transfer Portal
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Auburn Football: Golesh Era Expectations Build Ahead of Sept. 5 Baylor Opener
JULY 16-19, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

With less than two months until kickoff, the Auburn Tigers football program continues to generate buzz heading into the
first year of the Alex Golesh era. The CBS Sports projection predicts a 7-5 record and a Gasparilla Bowl bid in year one,
calling it a "realistic" expectation for a program still rebuilding. Golesh, who arrived from South Florida, has emphasized
that Auburn's bones are healthy — pointing to the NIL infrastructure, facility upgrades, and an engaged fanbase. The
Tigers will open September 5 at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta against the Baylor Bears in the Aflac Kickoff Game, the
same game through which Auburn players will share in a $6M NIL deal. The transfer portal has brought in 30-plus
newcomers. The schedule features home games against LSU and Florida in addition to the traditional Iron Bowl on
November 28 at Bryant-Denny Stadium. Multiple analysts have highlighted the 2026 season as the start of a multi-year
build under Golesh. Fans and media are watching closely as Golesh works to end a six-game Iron Bowl losing streak.

Source: Yellowhammer News

Auburn Adaptive Athletics: USA Wheelchair Handball Wins Gold in France
JULY 7, 2026 — AUBURN, AL / LYON, FRANCE

Members of Auburn University's adaptive athletics program helped lead the United States Wheelchair Handball team to a
gold medal at the Euro Hand 4 All Tournament held in Lyon, France, July 2-4. Athletes Jay Denning and Ben Edwards,
along with head coach Ford Dyke and team athletic staff, represented the program on the international stage. The victory
is part of the program'’s larger "OperationGOLD" initiative, with the team targeting the World Championships in Barcelona,
Spain, September 14-21. Auburn-Opelika has become a recognized hub for USA Wheelchair Handball, with the program
training regularly at Auburn's Lake Wilmore Park Recreation Center. The gold medal marks a milestone achievement as
the program builds toward global competition at the highest level.

Source: The Opelika Observer

Auburn Football 2027 Recruiting: Tigers Reach 26 Commitments with Safety James Branch
JULY 11, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Auburn football's 2027 recruiting class grew to 26 commitments with the addition of three-star safety James Branch from
powerhouse St. Frances Academy in Baltimore, Maryland. Branch is listed as the No. 39 athlete in the 2027 class and chose
Auburn over multiple Power Four programs. Golesh's staff has assembled a top-10 recruiting class nationally and is ranked
No. 5in the SEC, according to Yellowhammer News. Earlier commitments in the class include top-247 defensive end
Marquis "MJ" Evans and four-star edge rusher Rion Jackson. The July evaluation period has been productive for Auburn's
staff, with more commitments expected as fall approaches.

Source: AL.com

Opelika Daily News | Weekly Digest | Page 3 of 6


https://yellowhammernews.com/auburn-tigers-realistic-expectations-for-year-one-of-the-alex-golesh-era/
https://opelikaobserver.com/2026/07/07/auburn-athletes-drive-usa-to-gold/
https://www.al.com/auburnfootball/2026/07/auburn-football-adds-3-star-safety-to-2027-recruiting-class-tigers-up-to-26-commitments.html

? Auburn-Opelika Metro

Hattie B's Hot Chicken Grand Opens at Historic Tiger Theater in Auburn
JULY 16, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

Nashville-based restaurant chain Hattie B's Hot Chicken officially opened its doors at 121 N. College St. in downtown
Auburn on Thursday, July 16 — in the building that once housed the beloved Tiger Theater. The new location was brought
to Auburn by a father-son team of Auburn alumni, who worked with the family-owned Hattie B's brand to bring the
restaurant to the Plains. Known for its crispy fried chicken, bold flavors, and emphasis on quality and value, Hattie B's
currently has locations across Alabama and beyond. The Auburn location fills a prominent downtown spot and is
expected to draw heavy foot traffic, particularly during football season. Auburn Villager reported strong early crowds at
the grand opening. The restaurant is the third Alabama location for the brand.

Source: Auburn Villager

Long Shot Classic Charity Golf Tournament TODAY at AU Club — Benefiting TBI Survivor
Collin Long

JULY 20, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The Long Shot Classic charity golf tournament takes place today, July 20, at the Auburn University Club golf course, with
all proceeds benefiting the Alabama Head Injury Foundation in honor of TBI survivor Collin Long. Long suffered a
catastrophic traumatic brain injury after falling from a gator tractor at the Auburn University Club, where he worked. His
remarkable recovery journey — described as nothing short of miraculous by those who know him — inspired the creation
of this annual benefit event. The tournament is a partnership between the Alabama Head Injury Foundation, the Auburn
University Club, and community supporters. Community members are encouraged to participate or support the cause.
For information, contact the Auburn University Club directly.

Source: The Opelika Observer

Auburn University's Faculty Governance Changes Draw National Scrutiny
JULY 16, 2026 — AUBURN, AL

The Auburn University Board of Trustees' June 5 decision to dissolve the Faculty Senate continues to draw commentary
and scrutiny from higher education observers. The Board unanimously voted to abolish the University Faculty Senate,
assuming direct control over degree requirements, curricula and syllabi, and replacing the elected body with a
presidentially appointed "Presidential Academic Advisory Council" (PAAC) that is prohibited from issuing public
statements. The AUMnibus — the newspaper of Auburn University at Montgomery — reported July 16 on possible
repercussions for AUM, which falls under the same Board. The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE) has
argued the overhaul "guts accountability." Auburn's state Senate Education and Tourism Funds chair has expressed
support for the change, while national higher education outlets including Inside Higher Ed have covered it extensively. The
situation remains a developing story as accreditation body SACSCOC monitors developments.

Source: The AUMnibus
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Sen. Tommy Tuberville Visits Opelika for Alabama Sheriffs Association Conference
JULY 13,2026 — OPELIKA, AL

U.S. Senator Tommy Tuberville (R-AL) visited Opelika Monday, July 13, attending the Alabama Sheriffs Association's
annual summer conference, which drew law enforcement leaders from across the state to the city. Tuberville, a former
Auburn head football coach, met with sheriffs and law enforcement officials gathered for the 2026 summer conference.
Lee County Sheriff Cam Hunt, who won a contested primary election in May 2026, was among those in attendance. The
conference brought county law enforcement leaders together for professional development, networking, and policy
discussions. The Sheriffs Association's summer gathering is one of the most significant annual meetings for Alabama
county law enforcement leadership.

Source: Yahoo News / WRBL

€5 Arts, Culture & Community

East Alabama Arts Unveils Reimagined 2026-27 Performance Series
JULY 7, 2026 — OPELIKA, AL

East Alabama Arts has announced a reimagined 2026-27 Performance Series, signaling fresh programming and new
directions for the regional arts organization. The organization, which serves the Auburn-Opelika area, curates concerts,
theatrical productions, and cultural events that bring world-class performers to East Alabama venues. Details on the full
season lineup — including confirmed dates, venues, and performers — are expected to be announced in the coming
weeks. Community members interested in the upcoming season are encouraged to follow East Alabama Arts on social
media or visit the organization's website for updates as programming details are finalized. The series typically spans

September through the spring, featuring national and international acts at area performance venues.

Source: The Opelika Observer

Downtown Opelika "Christmas in July” Set for July 25
JULY 25,2026 — DOWNTOWN OPELIKA

Opelika Main Street has partnered with downtown businesses to bring Christmas in July to Historic Downtown Opelika
on Saturday, July 25, running all day. Coffee shops, boutiques, bars, and restaurants throughout the downtown district
will participate, offering a mid-summer celebration with festive deals and community spirit. The event is a fun,
lighthearted nod to the holiday season — giving shoppers and visitors an early taste of downtown's beloved Christmas
atmosphere while enjoying summer. Opelika Main Street has been actively promoting the event on social media,
encouraging residents to shop local and enjoy a unique day downtown. The event runs throughout Saturday, July 25.

Source: AllEvents.in / Opelika Main Street
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Upcoming Events & Dates

MON-FRI, JULY 20-24
AHSAA All-Star Sports Week
Gateway Park, Montgomery. Baseball (July 22), softball, soccer, tennis, golf. Opelika's Will Brandon plays for South baseball squad.

TUESDAY, JULY 21
Summer Swing: Crossroads

Opelika Parks & Rec free outdoor concert series. Downtown Opelika. 6 PM. Part of the weekly Tuesday series through July 28.

SATURDAY, JULY 25
Downtown Christmas in July

All day at Historic Downtown Opelika. Boutiques, coffee shops, bars, and restaurants participating. Shop local with festive cheer.

SUNDAY, JULY 26
Back-to-School Supplies Giveaway
3:30-5:30 PM at Covington Recreation Center, 213 Carver Ave. Hosted by Opelika Ambassadors of Change. Free supplies for OCS students.

MONDAY, JULY 28
Zoning Update Workshop

6:00 PM at 1100 Glenn Street. Open to the public. City continues work on updating its zoning ordinance. Residents invited to attend and share
thoughts.

TUESDAY, JULY 28
Summer Swing: Back to School Bash

Final concert of the 2026 Summer Swing series. Downtown Opelika. 6 PM. School-year send-off celebration.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
2026 State of the City Address

7:30-9:15 AM at The Opelika Center for the Performing Arts, 1700 Lafayette Pkwy. Chamber of Commerce event. Community invited to hear
updates on Opelika's progress.

FRIDAY, JULY 31
Pierre Bensusan Friday Night Concert

7:30 PM at 605 Avenue B, Opelika. World-renowned acoustic guitarist performs in intimate Opelika venue. Tickets available.
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