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⭐  T H I S  W E E K ' S  H I G H L I G H T S

▶  Auburn football inks groundbreaking $6 million NIL deal tied to Aflac Kickoff Game vs. Baylor

▶  OPD launches SAFER Business Program — new crime prevention partnership with local businesses

▶  City Council reviews school construction plans — Fox Run expansion underway, new pre-K school and facilities on the way

▶  RyRowsie Boutique opens in downtown Opelika — newest women's clothing store at 229 S 8th Street

▶  Alabama's Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday runs July 17–19 in Auburn and Opelika

▶  OHS Bulldogs reveal new Nike uniforms at annual media day; still seeking 10th game

▶  Auburn baseball hires Georgia's Nick Ammirati as new hitting coordinator

🏛️ City & Government

Council Reviews Updated School Construction Plans
The Opelika City Council received updated renderings and timelines for the city's major school construction projects at its
July 14 meeting. Representatives from Scout Program Management, the firm overseeing the district's capital improvement
plan, walked council members through the progress. The centerpiece Fox Run School expansion — a 71,000-square-foot
addition featuring 30 new classrooms, a gymnasium, and an expanded cafeteria and media center — broke ground May 4
with Bailey Harris as the low bidder at roughly $29.5 million, about $3.5 million under budget. Council members also
discussed traffic considerations, financing strategies, and timelines for additional projects including a new pre-K school.
Raymond James has been hired to assist with borrowing under the arrangement where the Council approves financing while
the OCS Board of Education selects contractors.

Source: Opelika Observer (Jul 14)

Zoning Update Workshop Announced for July 28
The City of Opelika has scheduled a public workshop on July 28 as part of its ongoing Smart Growth Matters initiative, which
is operating under the city's one-year residential development moratorium (May 2026–April 2027). The moratorium pauses
new entitlements including rezonings and planned unit developments while the city evaluates zoning ordinances and growth
management strategies. The workshop will give residents an opportunity to provide input on the city's development plans.

Source: City of Opelika / NewsBreak (Jul 16)
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👮 Public Safety

OPD Launches SAFER Business Program
The Opelika Police Department introduced a new community initiative on July 16: the SAFER Business Program. The program
is designed to strengthen partnerships between the department and local businesses through a proactive approach to crime
prevention, focusing on education, awareness, and readily available resources. Businesses can learn more and enroll through
the city's website at opelika-al.gov.

Source: City of Opelika / Dothan Eagle (Jul 16)

Structure Fire at Oak Haven Trailer Park
Opelika Fire Department crews responded to a structure fire at Oak Haven Trailer Park off Marvyn Parkway on Thursday
evening, July 17. Firefighters worked to extinguish the blaze. The mobile home park at 3503 Marvyn Parkway has seen
previous fire incidents, including a December 2025 fire that resulted in four injuries and a total structure loss.

Source: CNAW2 News (Jul 17)

Auburn Man Arrested on Child Pornography Charge
Auburn Police arrested Zane Hanson Lynch, 22, of Auburn, on July 14 and charged him with possession of child pornography.
The arrest followed an investigation by the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) task force. Lynch was booked into the Lee
County Jail.

Source: CNAW2 News / OANow (Jul 17)

💼 Business & Economy

RyRowsie Boutique Opens in Downtown Opelika
RyRowsie Women's Boutique, Opelika's newest women's clothing store, opened its doors in July at 229 S 8th Street in
downtown Opelika. The shop, described as "rooted in love," is focused on building connections with the community while
offering women's fashion. An official Opelika Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting is scheduled for August 12 at 4 PM.

Source: Opelika Observer (Jul 14)

Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday: July 17–19
Alabama's 21st annual Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday took place this weekend, Friday through Sunday, July 17–19, with
both Auburn and Opelika participating. Shoppers could purchase clothing items priced at $156 or less, school supplies, and
electronics up to $1,173 per item free of the state's four percent sales and use tax. The Alabama Retail Association noted the
holiday is open to any shopper — not just those with school-aged children.

Source: OANow / Alabama Retail Association (Jul 15)

🎓 Education
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Anne Katherine Corley Named Distinguished Young Woman of Lee County
Anne Katherine Corley, a Lee-Scott Academy student, was named the Distinguished Young Woman of Lee County at the
program held July 11 at the Opelika Center for the Performing Arts at Opelika High School. Corley will advance to the state
program in January 2027 to compete for additional scholarships and the title of Distinguished Young Woman of Alabama. The
program, which recognizes high school students for their scholastic achievement, leadership, and talent, awarded more than
$1.6 million in scholarships.

Source: Opelika Observer (Jul 14)

Back-to-School Giveaway Planned for July 26
The Opelika Ambassadors of Change will host a Back-to-School Supplies Giveaway on Sunday, July 26, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
at the Covington Recreation Center at 213 Carver Ave. in Opelika. The event will provide school supplies, food, and personal
care items to Opelika students heading into the new school year. The Ambassadors of Change Council, formed in 2021, brings
together community organizations and advocates to support local youth.

Source: Opelika Observer (Jul 14)

🏈 Sports

OHS Bulldogs Reveal New Nike Uniforms at Media Day
Opelika High School football held its annual picture and media day at Bulldog Stadium on Monday, July 14, where the
Bulldogs debuted their new Nike uniforms. The team partnered with Pure Game Sports for enhanced player photographs.
Head coach Jonathan Chandler's squad is entering its second season and currently has a nine-game schedule — five home
games and four road contests — but is still searching for a 10th opponent. The season opens August 28 against Hoover at
home.

Source: Opelika Observer (Jul 14)

Auburn Football Inks $6 Million NIL Deal for Aflac Kickoff Game
The Aflac Kickoff Game announced a groundbreaking name, image, and likeness deal with Auburn on July 14, with the Tigers'
players expected to share roughly $6 million in NIL compensation. Up to two dozen Auburn athletes will participate in
promotional appearances, advertisements, in-game promotions, and branding opportunities leading up to and on gameday.
Auburn opens its 2026 season against the Baylor Bears on September 5 at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta (3:30 p.m. ET on
ABC). The deal, facilitated by Peach Bowl, Inc. through third-party entities, is one of the largest NIL arrangements tied to a
single college football game.

Source: CBS Sports / AP News / Auburn Wire (Jul 14–15)

Jeremiah Cobb Leads Auburn Running Back Room into 2026

Senior running back Jeremiah Cobb returns as the centerpiece of Auburn's 2026 rushing attack. The Montgomery native
made 11 starts in 2025, finishing with 969 yards and five touchdowns — including five 100-yard games — and earned Third
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Team All-SEC honors. Cobb, who chose to stay on the Plains rather than enter the transfer portal, will pair with new
quarterback Byrum Brown in head coach Alex Golesh's offense.

Source: Auburn Villager (Jul 16)

Nick Ammirati Hired as Auburn Baseball Hitting Coordinator
Auburn baseball and head coach Butch Thompson announced the addition of Nick Ammirati as the program's assistant
coach and hitting coordinator on July 14. Ammirati comes to the Plains from Georgia, where he helped lead the Bulldogs to
their first College World Series in 18 seasons. He replaces Gabe Gross, who stepped down from his associate head coach role
after nine seasons to take a new position within Auburn Athletics. During the 2025 season under Ammirati, Georgia led the
nation in home runs with 144.

Source: Auburn Athletics / The Auburn Plainsman (Jul 14)

Auburn Pitcher Justice De Jong Transfers to NC State
Right-handed pitcher Justice De Jong, a freshman from Brooklyn, N.Y., has committed to NC State after entering the transfer
portal from Auburn. De Jong appeared in six games for the Tigers in 2026, tossing 5⅓ innings and striking out five batters. He
is currently pitching for the Chatham Anglers in the Cape Cod League, where he has posted a 1-0 record with a 3.38 ERA
through 13.1 innings.

Source: 247Sports / On3 (Jul 18)

Tigers in the Pros: Mid-Season Update
Auburn Athletics released its mid-season update on 36 former Tigers in professional baseball on July 17. Highlights include
Mason Barnett's MLB debut and multiple minor league promotions across the system. Notably, Casey Mize continues with the
Detroit Tigers at the major league level, while recent draft picks from the 2026 class — including second-round selection Chris
Rembert (Pittsburgh Pirates) — have begun their professional careers.

Source: Auburn Athletics (Jul 17)

Opelika Blaze 12U Softball Holds Second Tryout
The Opelika Blaze travel softball organization held its second round of 12U tryouts on Sunday, July 19, at West Ridge Park at
2:00 p.m. The team expanded to include a 12U squad earlier this year after Opelika Middle School disbanded its softball
program. Coaches Avery Davis and Libby Gaberlavage lead the program. Private tryouts are also available by contacting Davis
at (334) 744-1708.

Source: Opelika Daily News / Opelika Observer

🎭 Arts, Culture & Community

Summer Swing: Martha's Trouble at Monkey Park
The Summer Swing Concert Series continued on Tuesday, July 14, with folk-rock duo Martha's Trouble — Jen and Rob
Slocumb — performing at Monkey Park. Featured in Billboard Magazine, USA Today, and XM Satellite Radio, their music has
won multiple awards including Best Americana Album of the Year from the Just Plain Folk Awards. The Slocumbs relocated to
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Opelika and founded The Sound Wall in 2017 — a studio, performance space, and creative community center — and later
established the Opelika Songwriters Festival.

Source: City of Opelika (Jul 14)

Food Truck Friday: National Treasure Movie Night
Downtown Opelika hosted its monthly Food Truck Friday on July 17, presented by the Opelika Chamber of Commerce. This
edition featured the Summer Movie Series with a free screening of the PG-rated film National Treasure (131 minutes) in
partnership with the Opelika Public Library. The event ran from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Courthouse Square with food trucks,
vendors, and live entertainment.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce (Jul 17)

Lee County Emo Night at Red Clay Brewing
Red Clay Brewing Company (704 N Railroad Ave, Opelika) hosted Lee County Emo Night on Saturday, July 18, featuring live
performances by Jenny and the Exes, Timothy Rose, and Crushed Cans. The event began at 7:00 p.m. and drew music fans to
the popular downtown Opelika brewery.

Source: AllEvents.in (Jul 18)

📍 Auburn-Opelika Metro

Auburn Opens Permanent Recycling Drop-Off Center
The City of Auburn opened its new permanent 24-hour Recycling Drop-Off Center at 356 N. Donahue Drive on July 10. The
facility replaces a temporary site on Mary Brooks Drive that had been in use during construction of the Boykin Donahue
Campus project. The center accepts all curbside recyclables plus batteries (up to size D), and is open year-round. It is part of
Auburn's broader commitment to improving recycling infrastructure and accessibility.

Source: City of Auburn / The Bama Buzz (Jul 17)

Auburn's McCrary Institute Expands Cybersecurity Protection
The Alabama Cybersecurity Intelligence Center (ACIC), housed at Auburn Research Park and operated by Auburn University's
McCrary Institute, is working to shield Alabama's cities and municipalities from cyberattacks. The center is part of a $19
million, five-year federal investment grant and offers free 24/7 cybersecurity monitoring to local governments across the
state, helping small municipalities that lack dedicated IT security resources.

Source: WTVM (Jul 15)

📅 Upcoming Events & Dates
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T U E S DAY,  J U LY  2 1

Summer Swing: Crossroads
7:00 PM at Monkey Park. Free and open to the public.

F R I DAY,  J U LY  2 5

Downtown Opelika Christmas in July
Downtown Opelika Historic District. Shopping, food, and holiday
fun in July.

S U N DAY,  J U LY  2 6

Back-to-School Supplies Giveaway
3:30–5:30 PM at Covington Recreation Center, 213 Carver Ave. Free
supplies, food & personal care items.

M O N DAY,  J U LY  2 8

Zoning Update Public Workshop
City of Opelika — part of the Smart Growth Matters initiative
during the development moratorium.

T U E S DAY,  J U LY  2 8

Summer Swing: Back to School Bash
7:00 PM at Monkey Park. Final concert of the 2026 Summer Swing
series.

W E D N E S DAY,  J U LY  2 9

State of the City
7:30 AM at the Opelika Chamber. Doors open at 7:30; program
begins at 8:30 AM.

T U E S DAY,  AU G UST  1 2

RyRowsie Boutique Ribbon Cutting
4:00 PM at 229 S 8th Street, Opelika. Opelika Chamber ribbon
cutting ceremony.

T H U RS DAY,  AU G UST  2 8

OHS Football Season Opener
Opelika Bulldogs vs. Hoover at Bulldog Stadium. First game in
new Nike uniforms.

Compiled by Viktor AI for Opelika Daily News  ·  opelikadailynews.com  ·  Sources include Opelika Observer, OANow, CNAW2 News, Dothan Eagle, Auburn Athletics, The
Auburn Plainsman, City of Opelika, City of Auburn, AP News, CBS Sports, Auburn Wire, Auburn Villager, The Bama Buzz, Alabama Retail Association, NewsBreak, and

AllEvents.in. 
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