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DHS executes 5 search warrants, arrests man in Auburn-Opelika human trafficking investigation
City Council approves $7.6M in road projects — Mill Village roundabout & Hi-Pack Drive paving
Two automotive supply expansions announced: BS Logistics & Yongsan Automotive — 88 new jobs, $5.66M investment

Auburn-Opelika MSA earns back-to-back Mac Conway Award — ranked Top 20 in nation for economic development

Auburn baseball: 7 players, 3 signees drafted in 2026 MLB Draft; Tigers crack ESPN FPI Top 25 for football

I-85 bridge replacement over Choctafaula Creek begins — $18.5M ALDOT project in Lee County

Creekside Cottages opens for leasing — 225 new build-to-rent townhomes on Society Hill Road

i City & Government

Opelika City Council Approves $7.6 Million in Road Projects

At its July 7 meeting, the Opelika City Council approved a pair of major road projects totaling $7.6 million. The council
greenlit a $2.82 million bid from AGX Siteworx to grade, drain, base, and pave Hi-Pack Drive, and a $3.34 million bid from
the same contractor for the Mill Village Roundabout and Roadway Improvement Project at the Cunningham Drive and North
30th Street intersection. Additional consent agenda items included a $26,500 proposal from Hydro Engineering and approval
of tax abatements for two industrial expansions. The council also approved tax abatements for BS Logistics America and
Yongsan Automotive USA (see Business section).

Source: The Observer / Opelika Observer, July 7, 2026

Lee County Dedicates Liberty Tree to Mark America's 250th Anniversary

Lee County held a formal ceremony on July 2 to dedicate two Liberty Trees outside the TK Davis Justice Center War
Memorial in Opelika as part of Alabama's America 250 commemoration. Lee County was one of 52 Alabama counties selected
to receive a 6- to 8-foot Princeton elm and a commemorative bronze plaque recognizing the nation's 250th birthday. The
Observer recapped the milestone dedication on July 7, calling it a lasting tribute to freedom and civic pride in the
community.

Source: The Observer / WTVM, July 7, 2026

73rd Annual Freedom Celebration Draws Families to OHS Track on July 3
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Opelika's 73rd Annual Freedom Celebration — coinciding with America's 250th birthday — drew large crowds to the Opelika
High School Track on Friday, July 3. Route 66 delivered live music starting at 7 p.m., followed by a patriotic descent by the
Silver Wings Parachute Team from Fort Benning, Georgia, who carried the American flag into the event at 7:30 p.m. The
evening concluded with one of the area's largest fireworks shows at 8:45 p.m., presented by the Orthopedic Clinic. The free
event featured food vendors, family activities, and patriotic tributes marking America 250.

Source: Opelika Daily News / Opelika Observer, July 4-7, 2026

OCS School Board Approves Contract Extensions for Assistant Principals

The Opelika City Schools Board of Education approved employment contract extensions for assistant principals across
multiple campuses at its July meeting. Those receiving extensions include Melanie Bass (Southview Primary), Amber
Fulford (Jeter Primary), Erica Nicole Williams (Carver Primary), Jamarlin Shundell Russaw (Morris Avenue Intermediate),
and Andre Davis (Opelika Middle School). The approvals reflect continued administrative stability heading into the 2026-27
school year.

Source: The Observer, July 7,2026

Public Safety

Federal Agents Execute 5 Warrants in Auburn-Opelika Area in Human Trafficking
Investigation

The Department of Homeland Security executed five search warrants in the Auburn-Opelika area on July 9 as part of an
active human trafficking investigation. At least one person was taken into custody following the searches. DHS confirmed the
investigation remains active and that no further details are available at this time. Local and state law enforcement assisted in
carrying out the warrants. The investigation marks a significant federal law enforcement action in the metro area.

Source: WTVM, July 9, 2026

Lee County Authorities Search for Missing 17-Year-Old Teen

The Lee County Sheriff's Office issued a missing juvenile alert for Kimberly Potter, 17, who was last seen on July 3 around 6
p.m. in the 200 block of Lee Road 894 near Valley, Alabama. A Juvenile Missing Alert was activated and the case remained
under active investigation as of early July. The public was urged to contact the Lee County Sheriff's Office at (334) 749-5651
with any information on Potter's whereabouts.

Source: WSFA / WTVM / CNAW2 News, July 6, 2026

B8 Business & Economy

Two Automotive Supply Expansions Bring 88 Jobs and $5.66M to Opelika

The Opelika City Council approved tax abatements on July 7 for two automotive supplier expansions that will collectively
create 88 new jobs and pump $5.66 million into the local economy.

BS Logistics America LLC (1800 Crawford Road) is transitioning from logistics and assembly into plastic injection molding
manufacturing — a capital investment of approximately $1.2 million expected to create 20 new jobs by July 2027.
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Yongsan Automotive USA is investing an additional $4.4 million to establish an In-Mold Grain (IMG) process at its Opelika
facility, expanding beyond its existing high-end wrapping capabilities. The project will create 68 new jobs and complete
Yongsan's full lineup of crash pad panel manufacturing technologies, with parts for new HMMA and HMGMA programs
beginning in December 2026.

Source: Opelika Daily News / OA Now / Dothan Eagle, July 7-8, 2026

Auburn-Opelika MSA Earns Back-to-Back Mac Conway Award for Economic Excellence

For the second consecutive year, the Auburn-Opelika Metropolitan Statistical Area has been named one of the top 20
regional economic development organizations in the nation, earning a Mac Conway Award for Excellence in Economic
Development. Announced July 6 by the City of Opelika and confirmed July 8 by Auburn, the award from Site Selection
magazine recognizes the area's success in attracting industrial investment, stimulating job creation, and building an
automotive supply chain cluster across its industrial parks.

Auburn's economic development team, led by Director Phillip Dunlap, has worked on nine new or expansion projects since
January representing $227 million in capital investment and an estimated 424 new jobs at full production.

Source: City of Opelika / City of Auburn Press Release, July 6-8, 2026

Creekside Cottages Opens Leasing for 225 Build-to-Rent Townhomes

Creekside Cottages, a new build-to-rent community at the intersection of Society Hill Road and Gateway Drive in Opelika,
has officially opened for leasing. The 225-unit townhome community — developed by Jim Chapman Construction Group
(JCCG) — sits on 39 acres and represents JCCG's fourth collaboration with a publicly traded REIT. Monthly rents range from
$1,875 to $2,299. Vertical construction began in early 2026 and the full buildout is planned at up to 303 total units. The
development reflects growing demand for quality rental housing in the Auburn-Opelika corridor.

Source: Opelika Daily News / Multifamily Press, July 8,2026

Goodwill Southern Rivers Opens New Store in Auburn

Goodwill Industries of the Southern Rivers celebrated the grand opening of its new 20,000-square-foot retail store and
donation center at 2040 S. College Street in Auburn on Thursday, July 9. The store opened to the public at 9 a.m. with a
ribbon cutting ceremony. The Auburn store joins the existing Tiger Crossing location and provides expanded employment
opportunities and sustainable shopping options for the metro area.

Source: OA Now, July 9, 2026

71 Development & Infrastructure

$18.5M 1-85 Bridge Replacement Over Choctafaula Creek Begins in Lee County

ALDOT has commenced a major $18.5 million bridge replacement project on Interstate 85 in Lee County, targeting both
northbound and southbound spans over Choctafaula Creek south of Exit 50. The project was awarded to Newell & Bush Inc.
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of Montgomery, Alabama. Lane closures will be limited to Sundays through Thursdays from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. to minimize
daytime traffic disruption. Motorists on I-85 in the area should expect nighttime delays throughout the construction period.

Source: WAKA 8 / WSFA, July 10-11, 2026

@ Sports

Auburn Baseball Has 7 Players Drafted in 2026 MLB Draft

Auburn baseball continued its impressive pipeline to the professional ranks, with seven players and three signees selected
across the two-day 2026 MLB Draft (July 11-12).

The headliner was 2B Chris Rembert, taken by the Pittsburgh Pirates in the 2nd round (51st overall) — becoming coach
Butch Thompson's 50th Tiger to reach the professional level. Signee commit Coleman Borthwick (RHP) was selected by the
San Diego Padres in the top 20, making his Auburn enrollment uncertain.

Day 2 additions included: 3B Eric Guevara (Miami Marlins, Round 7, Pick 207), RHP Ryan Hetzler (Los Angeles Angels, Round
7, Pick 199), and RHP Alex Petrovic (New York Mets, Round 6, Pick 181). In total, Auburn had five players drafted in the top
10 rounds for the second straight year.

Source: Sl.com / Montgomery Advertiser / 247Sports, July 11-12, 2026

Auburn Football Enters ESPN FPI Top 25 Ahead of 2026 Season Under Golesh

Auburn football cracked the ESPN FPI (Football Power Index) preseason Top 25 this week, coming in at No. 22 in the early
rankings — a notable milestone for a program still building under new head coach Alex Golesh. Auburn is also rated as
having a top-15 most difficult schedule in the country per ESPN, with marquee matchups against Baylor (Sept. 5 in Atlanta),
Georgia, LSU, and the traditional Iron Bowl at Alabama (Nov. 28).

Athlon Sports named linebacker Xavier Atkins and safety Rayshawn Pleasant as All-SEC Preseason First-Teamers. USA
Today's preseason poll projects Auburn for 6.6 wins. The Tigers' first game is Sept. 5 vs. Baylor at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in
Atlanta.

Source: Sl.com / ESPN / Saturday Down South, July 9-10, 2026

OHS Bulldogs Football Ramping Up for Fall Under Coach Chandler

Opelika High School head football coach Jonathan Chandler reports the Bulldogs are deep in summer preparation with just
four weeks until fall practice begins in August. The team has been practicing four days a week with late starts on Mondays,
and Chandler has been taking the quarterback and wide receiver groups to multiple 7-on-7 camps, including a stop at Troy
University. OHS opens the 2026 season on Aug. 21 at Benjamin Russell, followed by a home game against powerhouse
Hoover on Aug. 28. Girls basketball is also in the AHSAA Live Period this summer.

Source: The Observer / Opelika Daily News, July 7-8, 2026

€5 Arts, Culture & Community
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Opelika Community Theatre Opens Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre Run

Opelika Community Theatre (OCT) launched its new Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre experience — "Opelika's Got Talent:
The Next Big Thing" — this weekend, with performances Friday and Saturday evenings at the OCT space (1220 Fox Run Ave.,
Suite 216) and a Sunday show at Red Clay Brewing Company (Doors open 6:30 p.m.). The immersive interactive production
is part of OCT's capital fundraising campaign to support the nonprofit's Penguin Project and new Murder Mystery Troupe
programming for its 11th season. Reservations are required.

Source: The Observer / OCT, July 7, 2026

Summer Swing Concert Series Continues at Monkey Park — South Street Band July 7

The City of Opelika's free outdoor Summer Swing Concert Series continued at Municipal Park (Monkey Park) on Tuesday,
July 7, featuring the South Street Band — known for delivering decades of classic and southern rock, blues, and outlaw
country. The series runs every Tuesday evening through July 28 at 7 p.m. Upcoming acts include Martha's Trouble (July 14),

Crossroads (July 21), and the Back to School Bash finale on July 28. All shows are free and open to the public.

Source: City of Opelika, July 2026

? Auburn-Opelika Metro

Auburn University Launches Free 24/7 Cybersecurity Monitoring for Alabama Municipalities

Auburn University's McCrary Institute formally launched its Alabama Cybersecurity Intelligence Center (ACIC) on July 11,
offering free, around-the-clock cyber threat monitoring to local governments across the state. The initiative — supported
by the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program (SLCGP) — addresses a persistent gap caused by limited staffing and
budgets in smaller municipalities. The McCrary Edge Lab already provides real-time threat monitoring and cybersecurity
support for more than 400 municipalities statewide. Interested cities can contact ACIC@auburn.edu.

Source: Auburn University / WSFA / WTVM, July 11, 2026

Alabama Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday Set for July 17-19 in Auburn-Opelika

Alabama's 2026 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday runs from Friday, July 17 through Sunday, July 19, with both Auburn and
Opelika participating. During the three-day event, qualifying purchases of school supplies, clothing ($156 or less per article),
computers ($1,173 or less), and books ($30 or less each) are exempt from Alabama's 4% state sales tax — and from local taxes
in participating cities. This is the ideal window for families heading into the 2026-27 school year to stock up on supplies
ahead of the OCS start date.

Source: OA Now / Alabama Department of Revenue, July 7, 2026

Upcoming Events & Dates
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TUE, JULY 14

Summer Swing: Martha's Trouble
7:00 PM - Municipal Park (Monkey Park), Opelika - Free & open to
the public

THU, JULY 16

Blues & Boil Supper Club

7:00 PM - 605 Avenue B, Opelika - The John Bull Trio + Chef Chris
Wilton - Ticketed event

FRI-SUN, JULY 17-19

Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday

Statewide — Auburn & Opelika participating - School supplies,
clothing, computers, books tax-free

FRI, JULY 17

Food Truck Friday: National Treasure Movie Night

5:00-9:00 PM - Downtown Opelika, 827 S Railroad Ave - Outdoor
movie + food trucks

SAT, JULY 18

Lee County Emo Night

7:00 PM - Red Clay Brewing Company, 704 N Railroad Ave, Opelika
- Jenny and the Exes, Timothy Rose, Crushed Cans

SUN, JULY 20

Long Shot Classic Golf Tournament

TBI Survivor Collin Long charity golf event - Benefits traumatic
brain injury awareness

TUE, JULY 21

Summer Swing: Crossroads

7:00 PM - Municipal Park (Monkey Park), Opelika - Free & open to
the public

SAT, JULY 25

Downtown Opelika Christmas in July

All day - Downtown Opelika Historic District - Shopping, specials,
festive fun

TUE, JULY 28

Summer Swing: Back to School Bash (Finale)

7:00 PM - Municipal Park (Monkey Park), Opelika - Series finale —
free & open to the public

WED, JULY 29

2026 State of the City Address

7:30 AM-9:15 AM - Opelika Chamber of Commerce - Doors at 7:30,
program begins 8:30 AM

This digest is compiled from publicly available sources for informational purposes.
From the Opelika Weekly News Digest — July 7-13, 2026 | Compiled by Viktor Al for Opelika Daily News
Sources: Opelika Observer, OA Now, Opelika Daily News, WTVM, WSFA, WAKA, The Auburn Plainsman, Sl.com, City of Opelika, City of Auburn, CNAW2 News, AllEvents.in
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