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Freedom Celebration & July 4th: Opelika's 73rd Annual Freedom Celebration drew crowds July 3 at OHS Track with
Route 66, Silver Wings parachute team, and fireworks. Auburn hosted its America250 Independence Day celebration July
4 at Duck Samford.

Vape & CBD Bust: Two Opelika business owners, Bradley and Kayla Haddon of Top Shelf Alternatives, arrested July 1 on
multiple felony charges following a multi-agency search of five local vape and CBD businesses for illegal hemp products.

BS Logistics Expansion: City Council considers $1.2M tax abatement for BS Logistics America at 1800 Crawford Road —

expansion projected to create 20 new jobs.

Creekside Cottages Now Leasing: The 225-unit build-to-rent townhome community at Society Hill Rd & Gateway Drive
opens for leasing with rents from $1,875/mo.

OHS Student Leader Honor: Opelika High School student Ericson "Moni" Thomas selected for the 2026 National
Student Leadership Summit in Indianapolis.

OPD Launches Online Auctions: Opelika Police Department begins listing unclaimed, found, and recovered property on
PropertyRoom.com for public bidding.

i CITY & GOVERNMENT

City Council to Consider Tax Abatements for BS Logistics America Expansion

The Opelika City Council is scheduled to vote Tuesday, July 7, on a resolution approving tax abatements and exemptions for BS
Logistics America, LLC, which operates an existing facility at 1800 Crawford Road. The company has announced plans for a
major addition to its Opelika facility, involving new construction and the acquisition of manufacturing machinery and
equipment. The total capital investment for the expansion is approximately $1.2 million, with the project expected to be placed
in service by July 31, 2027. The expansion is projected to create approximately 20 new jobs in the community. The public
hearing and vote are scheduled during the regular council meeting at 6 p.m. at the Opelika Municipal Court Building, 300 Martin

Luther King Boulevard.

Source: Public Notice, Opelika Observer / opelika-al.gov
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Opelika Police Launch Online Property Auctions via PropertyRoom.com

The Opelika Police Department has announced it will now use PropertyRoom.com to auction property that is found, recovered,
or abandoned and no longer needed for evidence. After legally required holding periods pass, the OPD Evidence Unit will list
items including bicycles, electronics, tools, jewelry, cameras, and more on the national platform. Members of the public can
browse and bid on available items at propertyroom.com. All sales are final, and buyers are responsible for shipping and
handling fees. The OPD noted there is no agency-specific filter on the site. The new auction program begins in July 2026. For
questions about specific items, contact the Opelika Police Department Central Evidence at 334-705-5277.

Source: Opelika Police Department via Facebook, Public Notices (Opelika Observer)

PUBLIC SAFETY

Opelika Couple Arrested in Multi-Agency Hemp Investigation; Five Businesses Searched

Two Opelika business owners face multiple felony charges following a multi-agency investigation into local vape and CBD
businesses. On Wednesday, July 1, special agents with the Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board, the Alabama State
Bureau of Investigation (SBI) Narcotics division, and the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency (ALEA) — working alongside the
Opelika Police Department — executed search warrants at five businesses across Opelika.

Investigators searched Top Shelf Alternatives at 510 Geneva Street, Mr. Smoke at 2352 Pepperell Parkway, and three 101 Smoke
Shops locations at 1467 Fox Run Parkway, 2808 Pepperell Parkway, and 3051 Frederick Road. Officers discovered illegal hemp
flowers at Top Shelf Alternatives; inspections at the other locations found only minor infractions.

As aresult, Bradley Haddon, 40, was charged with three counts of Sale or Possession of Unlawful Hemp Products, and Kayla
Haddon, 39, was charged with four counts of the same offense. Under Alabama's hemp law (HB 445, effective January 2026),
the offenses are Class C felonies carrying one to ten years in prison and fines up to $15,000. The investigation remains ongoing
with additional charges pending. Anyone with information is asked to contact the OPD Detective Division at 334-705-5220 or the
Secret Witness Hotline at 334-745-8665.

Sources: CNAW2 News (July 1,2026), The Auburn Plainsman (July 2, 2026), Opelika Police Department

8 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Creekside Cottages Now Leasing: 225-Unit BTR Community Opens in Opelika

Creekside Cottages, a brand-new build-to-rent (BTR) townhome community developed by Jim Chapman Construction Group
for a publicly traded REIT, has opened for leasing in Opelika. The 225-unit Phase | community is located at the intersection of
Society Hill Road and Gateway Drive, about eight miles east of Auburn University. Homes range from 1,000 to 1,439 square feet
with two- and three-bedroom floor plans, attached one- or two-car garages, vinyl plank flooring, granite countertops, stainless
steel appliances, and in-unit washer/dryers. Monthly rents range from $1,875 to $2,299. Community amenities include gated
access, a clubhouse, swimming pool, and a dog park. Vertical construction began in early 2026, with land development having
concluded in January. The full buildout will eventually include up to 303 units. The development is served by the Opelika City
Schools attendance zone.

Sources: Jim Chapman Construction Group (May 2026), Apartments.com, The Columbus CEO

Opelika Weekly News Digest - Vol. 1, No. 12 - June 30 - July 5, 2026 - Page 2



Chamber of Commerce: Capitol & Coffee and Summer Events Kick Off July

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce held its Capitol & Coffee event July 1, bringing together business and civic leaders for a
morning briefing. The Chamber's popular "Lunch at the Chamber" weekly food truck and pop-up vendor gathering continues
every Monday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 200 S. 6th Street. The Chamber also highlighted upcoming Connector (Member News)
for the July edition, available July 6. Looking ahead, the Opelika Young Professionals group will hold a Summer Social at Z & Z
Cigar Co. on July 9 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. The Chamber's next Food Truck Friday is scheduled for July 17, and the highly anticipated
2026 State of the City address is set for July 29 at the Opelika Center for the Performing Arts.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce Events Calendar, opelikachamber.com

€. ARTS. CULTURE & COMMUNITY

73rd Annual Freedom Celebration Lights Up Opelika on July 3

Opelika Parks and Recreation hosted the 73rd Annual Freedom Celebration on Friday, July 3, at the Opelika High School Track,
drawing thousands of community members for one of the area's premier Independence Day events. Sponsored by The
Orthopedic Clinic and presented with America 250 recognition of the nation's 250th anniversary, the free event featured a full
evening of patriotic entertainment. Route 66 took the stage at 7 p.m., performing crowd favorites throughout the night. At 7:30
p.m., the Silver Wings Parachute Team from Fort Benning, Georgia, made a dramatic patriotic descent into the event carrying
the American flag — and before the jump, children had the opportunity to write their names on paper plates placed on the
baseball field, with each skydiver selecting a plate and awarding a prize to the named child. Hamburgers, hot dogs, food trucks
offering barbecue, funnel cakes, shaved ice, and other favorites were available. The evening concluded with a spectacular
fireworks display beginning around 9 p.m., set to patriotic music. Parking was provided at OHS and Southern Union State
Community College.

Sources: Opelika Observer (June 15, 2026), Opelika Parks and Recreation, The Auburn Plainsman (July 1, 2026)

Auburn Celebrates America's 250th with Independence Day at Duck Samford

Auburn Parks and Recreation hosted its Independence Day Celebration on Saturday, July 4, at the field behind Duck Samford
Stadium, with the event doubling as part of Auburn's America250 observance of the nation's 250th birthday. Gates opened at 5
p.m. for a full evening of family entertainment featuring live music from the Dean Dollar Band and DJ OZZ, along with
inflatables, face painting, free giveaways, a street magician, pony rides, a petting zoo provided by Jubilee Farms, and more.
Aubie made an appearance for fans. The fireworks show began around 9 p.m. with a rain date of July 5. East University Drive
was temporarily closed from Kent Drive to Annalue Drive at 8:45 p.m. during the fireworks shoot. City facilities including the
Auburn Public Library were closed July 3 in observance of the holiday.

Sources: City of Auburn Openline (June 30, 2026), WAKA (June 26, 2026), The Auburn Plainsman (July 1, 2026)
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Whistle Stop Singo Bingo Fundraising for OPD's Shop with a Cop Program All July

Whistle Stop Bottle and Brew in downtown Opelika is hosting a month-long Singo Bingo charity fundraiser throughout July
benefiting the Opelika Police Department's Shop with a Cop program — an initiative that provides holiday support and gifts for
students in Opelika City Schools. The themed Wednesday-night events run July 1 through July 29, with themed nights including
Party Starters, Singo for the Swifties (July 8), Country Bar (July 15), Classic Rock (July 22), and Golden Oldies (July 29). The first
bingo card is free; additional cards and raffle tickets are $1 each. All proceeds benefit Shop with a Cop. Doors open at 7 p.m.
each Wednesday.

Source: Opelika Police Department via Facebook, Opelika Chamber Events Calendar

2 EDUCATION

OHS Student Ericson "Moni" Thomas Selected for National Leadership Summit

Opelika High School student Ericson "Moni" Thomas has been selected to attend the 2026 National Student Leadership Summit
(NSLS), sponsored by the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS), to be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, July
16-19. The selection follows Thomas's demonstrated involvement and leadership within Opelika City Schools. The NSLS brings
together approximately 140 student ambassadors from states across the country, along with adult advisors, for intensive
leadership development programming. The honor reflects a growing tradition of OHS students earning recognition on state and
national stages. Opelika City Schools celebrated the news on its District News & Events page.

Sources: Opelika City Schools (opelikaschools.org), NFHS, PIAA (March 2026)

@ SPORTS

OHS Football Builds Chemistry at Summer Camps; Girls Basketball Wraps Summer
Schedule

The Opelika High School football program is deep into its summer preparation under head coach Jonathan Chandler, practicing
four days a week including late starts on Mondays. Chandler has been taking his quarterback and wide receiver groups to
multiple 7-on-7 camps, including stops at Troy University and Auburn University, with the goal of building offensive chemistry
before fall camp. Players are also getting two meals per day during practice days, with an emphasis on proper nutrition and
weight-room work. "We want our guys comfortable with each other before we get into the regular season," Chandler said. The
Bulldogs open the 2026 season on Aug. 21 at Benjamin Russell.

On the hardwood, the OHS Girls Varsity Basketball team, coached by Blake Smalley, wrapped up an 18-game summer schedule
running June 1 through June 19, with games across Alabama and Columbus, Georgia. The team includes 13 players, with nine
returning — including the top two leading scorers, the leading rebounder, and the assist leader. The summer closed with a trip
to Birmingham for the AHSAA Live Period at the Finley Center, where players had the opportunity to showcase their skills in
front of college scouts. "We have gotten better every week," Smalley said.

Source: Opelika Observer, "On the Mark" (June 15, 2026); Yahoo Sports (Feb. 17, 2026)

UPCOMING EVENTS & DATES
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JULY 7 - TUESDAY

Stars, Stripes & Splash Pool Party

7-9 p.m. at Opelika SportsPlex Outdoor Pool. Popsicles, music,
beach balls and giveaways. Free for SportsPlex members; $4
nonmembers.

JULY 7 - TUESDAY

Flag Football Registration Opens

Opelika Parks & Recreation opens fall flag football registration
(ages 5-7). Registration closes July 21. Register at
opelikaparks.com.

JULY 8 - WEDNESDAY

OLLI Brown Bag: "Gold and Years — A Short
History of Money"

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Sunny Slope Annex, 1031 S. College St.,
Auburn. Free and open to the public. Presented by OLLI at Auburn
University.

JULY 9 - THURSDAY

OYP Summer Social at Z&?Z Cigar Co.

6-7:30 p.m. Opelika Young Professionals networking event. A
great chance to connect with young business and civic leaders in
the community.

JULY 14 - TUESDAY
She Means Business: Mahjongg with Two Dot
Mahjongg

5-7 p.m. Opelika Chamber event for businesswomen. Hosted by
the Opelika Chamber of Commerce.

JULY 14 & 28 - TUESDAYS

Gogue Center Summer Film Series

Food trucks open 6 p.m., films begin 7 p.m. at the renovated Bill &
Carol Ham Amphitheatre. July 14: "Miracle." July 28: "Apollo 13."
Free with registration.

JULY 16 - THURSDAY
Blues & Boil Supper Club at The Sound Wall

Doors 6:30 p.m., dinner 7 p.m. The John Bull Trio performs live.
Coursed Southern-inspired dinner by Chef Chris Wilton.
Downtown Opelika.

JULY 17 - FRIDAY

Food Truck Friday

5-9 p.m. on N. Railroad Ave. & 1st Ave., Opelika. 20+ food vendors,
live music, and family activities. Hosted by the Opelika Chamber
of Commerce.

JULY 20 - SUNDAY

Long Shot Classic Golf Tournament

Annual golf fundraiser for TBI survivor Collin Long. Previously
covered in the June 23-28 digest; tournament date confirmed for
July 20, 2026.

JULY 23 - THURSDAY

Namaste Boba Ribbon Cutting

4-4:30 p.m. inside the Walmart Supercenter, Opelika. Opelika
Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting for the new local boba shop
and beverage vendor. (Listed in Chamber calendar as "Chatime
Opelika Boba.")

JULY 24 - FRIDAY

Cheers on the Corner — Downtown Auburn
6-9 p.m. Annual sip-and-stroll event through 20+ downtown

Auburn restaurants, bars, and shops. 21+. Tickets go on sale July
6: $45 advance / $50 day-of. Hosted by ADMA.

JULY 28 - TUESDAY

Caliber Collision Ribbon Cutting

10-10:30 a.m. Opelika Chamber ribbon cutting for the new Caliber
Collision auto repair shop at 1648 S. College Street, Auburn.
Specializing in auto, glass, and collision repair.

JULY 29 - WEDNESDAY

20206 Slate of the City Address

7:30-9:15 a.m. at Opelika Center for the Performing Arts, 1700
Lafayette Parkway. Mayor Eddie Smith delivers the annual
address. Hosted by the Opelika Chamber of Commerce.

JULY 30 - AUG. 1 - WEEKEND

Pierre Bensusan Guitar Mastery Retreat

Three-day immersive guitar retreat with internationally acclaimed
fingerstyle guitarist Pierre Bensusan at The Sound Wall in Opelika.
Limited enrollment.
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