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Car Tech announces $21.5M expansion — 40 new manufacturing jobs coming to Opelika

German Consul General visits Miele — International spotlight on Opelika's manufacturing growth

Lee County deputy-involved shooting — Deputy hospitalized, suspect killed near Loachapoka

Smart Growth Matters plan launches — Year-long community engagement initiative during development moratorium
OFD secures safety grant — Six Rapid Intervention Team kits funded for firefighter protection

FUEL Alabama intern program opens — Auburn-Opelika summer experience accepting applications
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2 Business & Economy

Car Tech, LLC Announces $21.5 Million Expansion, Creating 40 New Jobs
APRIL 13, 2026

Car Tech, LLC, a manufacturer of precision metal stampings and components for the automotive industry, announced plans
to expand its existing Opelika operations with a $21.5 million capital investment and the creation of 40 new jobs. The
project includes the purchase and installation of new manufacturing press machines and expanded crane capacity at the
company's existing facility, significantly increasing production capacity. The expansion was approved by the Opelika City
Council on April 7 along with an associated Tax Abatement Agreement, further reinforcing Opelika's position as a growing
hub for advanced manufacturing.

Source: City of Opelika Official Press Release (opelika-al.gov)

German Consul General Visits Miele Manufacturing Plant
APRIL 16, 2026

German Consul General of the Southeast, Mrs. Melanie Moltmann, visited Miele's Opelika production facility — the
company's first manufacturing site in the United States. Accompanied by John Sweatman of Opelika's Economic
Development Department and Tine Hoffmeister of the Alabama-Germany Partnership, the delegation toured six fully
operational assembly lines producing 30-inch, 36-inch, and 48-inch ovens and ranges exclusively for the North American
market. Miele recently celebrated the assembly of its 10,000th unit since launching production in fall 2024. "Today's visit
highlights the international partnerships essential to Miele's success," said Sweatman.

Source: City of Opelika Official Press Release (opelika-al.gov)

FUEL Alabama 2026 Summer Intern Experience Opens Applications
APRIL 14,2026

The City of Opelika, in partnership with the City of Auburn, opened applications for the 2026 FuelAL Summer Intern
Experience Program. Supported by Innovate Alabama and the Economic Development Partnership of Alabama, the
initiative is designed to attract and retain top collegiate talent through professional development, mentorship, and
community engagement. College juniors and seniors interning in the Auburn-Opelika area can apply by May 31, 2026.
Planned activities include events at Botanic, the Bottling Plant Event Center, an industry tour, a pickleball tournament, and
a graduation celebration at The Graduate Hotel.

Source: City of Opelika Official Press Release (opelika-al.gov)
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i City & Government

City Launches "Smart Growth Matters" Plan During Development Moratorium
APRIL 9, 2026 (ONGOING)

The City of Opelika launched a comprehensive, year-long public engagement and planning initiative titled Smart Growth
Matters as part of its temporary development moratorium. Over the next 12 months, the City will implement a structured
plan focused on communications, community input, and data-driven decision-making. The initiative kicks off in May with a
new webpage, social media outreach, and a community survey. Throughout summer, the City will share baseline data on
growth trends and infrastructure capacity, with public workshops continuing through early 2027. The process culminates in
afinal report and recommendations to City Council with potential zoning updates and development standards.

Source: City of Opelika Official Press Release (opelika-al.gov)

CDBG Funding Applications Now Open for Program Year 2026

APRIL 13, 2026

The City of Opelika's Community Development department began accepting applications for Program Year 2026 Com-
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding. The grants support activities that benefit low- and moderate-income
citizens as identified in the city's 2025-2029 Consolidated Plan. Applications are available online and at the Community
Development office, with a submission deadline of Friday, May 29, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. A public hearing was previously held on
April 7. Community input remains open through May 29.

Source: City of Opelika (opelika-al.gov)
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Public Safety

Lee County Deputy Hospitalized After Officer-Involved Shooting in Loachapoka
APRIL 15, 2026

A Lee County Sheriff's deputy was hospitalized in stable condition after an exchange of gunfire while serving a first-degree
rape arrest warrant near the 900 block of County Road 188 in Loachapoka. The suspect, 36-year-old Wilder Cobon Gomez,
fired upon deputies and was killed during the shootout. Sheriff Jay Jones confirmed the deputy was transferred to UAB
Hospital via helicopter for further evaluation by a specialist. ALEA's State Bureau of Investigation is leading the inquiry per
protocol, with findings to be referred to the Lee County District Attorney's Office.

Source: Opelika Observer; ABC 33/40 (abc3340.com)

Sheriff Candidates Clash Over Immigration Enforcement
APRIL 17, 2026

The April 15 shooting intensified the debate between Lee County Sheriff candidates ahead of the 2026 primary elections.
Challenger Cam Hunt called for Lee County to join the federal 287(g) program, which allows local law enforcement to
perform certain immigration enforcement functions under ICE supervision. Hunt cited information from ALEA identifying
the shooting suspect as a Guatemalan national reportedly in the country illegally, though this has not been independently
confirmed. Incumbent Sheriff Jay Jones offered a competing vision, with the two candidates presenting sharply different
approaches to federal immigration cooperation.

Source: Opelika Observer; CNAW2 News (cnaw2news.com)

Opelika Fire Department Receives Grant for Life-Saving Equipment

APRIL 17, 2026

The Opelika Fire Department received a grant from the Mid South RC&D Council to purchase six Rapid Intervention Team
(RIT) kits — specialized gear designed to assist in the rescue of firefighters in distress during emergency operations. "These
Rapid Intervention Team kits will help ensure our firefighters have the equipment they need to protect one another while
serving our community," said Fire Chief Shane Boyd. The department also acknowledged the Lee County Legislative
Delegation for their continued support of public safety initiatives.

Source: City of Opelika Official Press Release (opelika-al.gov)
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“Z Development & Growth

Major Investments Continue to Reshape Opelika's Manufacturing Sector
ONGOING — 2026

This week's Car Tech expansion joins a growing pipeline of major investments in Opelika. Key projects underway include:
Faith Technologies' $79.25 million advanced manufacturing facility at the former JoAnn Stores Distribution Center (200
jobs, average salary $65,000, initial employment by September 2026); GMB USA Alabama Inc.'s new $9 million automotive
components facility at 95 Orr Avenue in Orr Industrial Park (75 jobs); and Miele Manufacturing's continued growth, now
past 10,000 units produced. Combined with Car Tech's $21.5M expansion, these projects represent over $130 million in
active industrial investment in the city.

Source: City of Opelika; Opelika Observer; Made in Alabama (madeinalabama.com)

Fox Run School Expansion Project on Track for Late May Construction Start
ANNOUNCED JANUARY 20, 2026 — UPDATE

The jointly funded $40 million expansion of Fox Run School continues to advance toward its late May 2026 construction
start date. The project, equally funded by the City of Opelika and Opelika City Board of Education, will increase the school's
capacity from 410 to approximately 1,200 students, creating a single campus for all Opelika fifth and sixth-grade students.
Construction is expected to take approximately 14 months, with the expanded campus serving students beginning in the
2027 school year.

Source: City of Opelika (opelika-al.gov)
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@ Education

Opelika Students Compete in National Civics Bee Regional Competition

WEEK OF APRIL 13, 2026

Twelve students from Opelika Middle School and Fox Run School represented Opelika City Schools at the National Civics
Bee regional competition, hosted by the Opelika Chamber of Commerce in partnership with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Foundation. The annual competition encourages 6th through 8th graders to engage in civics through essay submissions and
live quiz-style rounds, with top performers advancing to state and national levels.

Source: Opelika City Schools (opelikaschools.org)

OHS Principal Kelli Fischer Honored at National Conference in Washington, D.C.

APRIL 2026

Opelika High School Principal Kelli Fischer traveled to Washington, D.C. to attend the National Education and Leadership
Awards Conference and Gala, representing Alabama as the 2025-2026 Alabama High School Principal of the Year. Fischer
was named to the honor by the Alabama Association of Secondary School Principals (AASSP) in November 2025, advancing
through district and statewide competitions. She was recognized for her excellence in instructional leadership, school
culture, innovation, and student success.

Source: Opelika City Schools; Opelika Observer

ACAP Testing Window Opens at Opelika Middle School

APRIL 13-16, 2026

Opelika Middle School conducted ACAP (Alabama Comprehensive Assessment Program) testing during the week of April
13-16. The standardized assessments are administered annually across Alabama schools to measure student proficiency in
core academic areas.

Source: Opelika Middle School (oms.opelikaschools.org)
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@ Sports

Opelika at Auburn — AHSAA Varsity Baseball
APRIL 15, 2026
The Opelika Bulldogs traveled to face rival Auburn in an AHSAA varsity baseball matchup on April 15. The cross-town rivalry

between the two Lee County schools remains one of the area's most anticipated regular-season contests. Meanwhile, the
Opelika softball team faced tough competition this week, including a road matchup against Central-Phenix City on April 16.

Source: AHS Mass Media (YouTube); Sl.com High School Sports

Opelika Bulldogs Announce Front-Loaded 2026 Football Schedule

SEASON PREVIEW

Looking ahead, the Opelika Bulldogs have released their 2026 football schedule featuring four of the first five games at
home. The season opens August 21 at Benjamin Russell, followed by home games against Hoover (Aug. 28), Enterprise (Sep.
4), Phenix City Central (Sep. 11), and Johnson Abernathy Graetz (Sep. 18). Key rivalry games include at Auburn (Oct. 2) and
at Dothan (Oct. 9). The schedule is designed to build momentum early in the season.

Source: Sports Illustrated High School (si.com)
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@ Arts, Culture & Community

Jazz Series Returns to The Sound Wall

APRIL 18-19, 2026

The Sound Wall hosted the Gregory Agid Quartet on April 18-19 as part of its Jazz Series in Opelika. The New Orleans-based
clarinetist brought a blend of traditional and modern jazz to the intimate listening-room setting, continuing the venue's
tradition of showcasing quality live music in the Opelika community.

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar

EACC Civic Chorale Presents Spring Concert "Alabama Connections"
APRIL 19, 2026
The East Alabama Community College Civic Chorale presented its spring concert, Alabama Connections, on Sunday, April 19

at 2:30 p.m. at Providence Baptist Church, 2807 Lee Road 166 in Opelika. The program featured selections celebrating
Alabama's musical and cultural heritage.

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar

Lee County Tour of Homes

APRIL 17-18, 2026

The Lee County Association of Realtors hosted its Tour of Homes, inviting the public to explore newly constructed homes by
local builders. The free, self-guided tour ran from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both days, showcasing current design trends, layouts,
and finishes while offering a People's Choice Award vote. Proceeds support an endowed scholarship at Auburn University
for students pursuing Building Science or Architecture.

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar

Warriors for Freedom 5K at Opelika SportsPlex
APRIL 18, 2026

The second annual Warriors for Freedom 5K, hosted by Worthy2, was held Saturday, April 18 at 8:30 a.m. at the Opelika
SportsPlex. The charity run supports community outreach and awareness programs.

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar
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? Auburn-Opelika Metro

Auburn City Council Approves $992,501 Drone Technology Contract
APRIL 21, 2026

The Auburn City Council approved a nearly $1 million, six-year contract with Axon Enterprise for a network of semi-
autonomous police drones. The Auburn Police Department will receive four docking stations — two atop the Public Safety
Building and two on the Water Resource Management building — each housing one drone. The drones can launch autonom-
ously and arrive on-scene before dispatched units, assist with video evidence, and utilize thermal imaging during fire
emergencies. Annual cost after the first year will be approximately $180,543. Flight paths will be limited in East Auburn due
to FAA restrictions near Auburn University Regional Airport.

Source: Opelika Observer (opelikaobserver.com)

Auburn Council Approves $400K for New Chamber of Commerce Building
APRIL 7, 2026

The Auburn City Council unanimously approved a $400,000 agreement with the Auburn Chamber of Commerce to help fund
a proposed new $3.5 million facility. The investment will be paid in eight annual installments of $50,000 starting no later
than fiscal year 2029, and includes naming rights for the building's meeting room. The Chamber has raised $1.46 million
from approximately 50 entities including Auburn University, Southern Union, East Alabama Health, and more than 40 local
businesses.

Source: Opelika Observer (opelikaobserver.com)
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Upcoming Events & Dates

ONGOING THROUGH NOVEMBER
Lunch at the Chamber

Weekly food truck & pop-up vendor event, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays at 200 S. Sixth St., Opelika. Free and open to the public.

TUESDAYS, STARTING APRIL 14
Tuesdays in the Garden

2-4 p.m. at St. Dunstan's Episcopal Church, 136 E. Magnolia Ave., Auburn. A drop-in community garden gathering.

APRIL 27, 2026
Restoring Hope Gala

Women's Hope fundraiser at the Hotel at Auburn University & Dixon Conference Center, 6 p.m. Goal: $300,000. Free seats;
registration required. Speaker: Rebekah Hagan.

APRIL 28, 2026
National Civics Bee — State Round

Top regional performers advance. Hosted by the Opelika Chamber in partnership with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation.

FRIDAYS, JUNE-AUGUST
Street Corner Jam

New weekly music event at S. Eighth St. & Ave. B in downtown Opelika, 6-8:30 p.m. Free. Bring instruments or just a chair.

DEADLINE: MAY 29, 2026
CDBG Funding Applications
PY2026 Community Development Block Grant proposals due. Contact: Community Development at (334) 705-5155.

DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2026
FUEL Alabama Intern Applications

College juniors/seniors interning in Auburn-Opelika. Apply at opelika-al.gov.

LATE MAY 2026
Fox Run School Expansion — Construction Begins
$40M project to expand capacity from 410 to 1,200 students. Joint City-School Board investment. ~14 months to completion.

Compiled by Viktor Al for Jerry Katz « Sources: City of Opelika, Opelika Observer, Opelika City Schools, Made in Alabama, ABC 33/40, CNAW2 News, Sl High
School Sports

This digest is generated from publicly available news sources. For corrections or suggestions, reply to this message.
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