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🎭 Arts, Culture & Community

Lee County Celebrates Juneteenth on the Square
Hundreds of residents packed downtown Opelika on Friday, June 19 — and continued celebrating through the week — to
mark Juneteenth, commemorating the day in 1865 when the last enslaved Black Americans in Texas learned of their freedom.
Despite humid weather and heavy cloud cover, the community-wide celebration at the Lee County Courthouse Square
featured food, live music, vendors and family-friendly activities. Longtime organizer Henrietta Snipes noted that planning for
next year's event begins almost immediately after the current one ends. A second celebration was also held Saturday, June 27
at St. Luke A.M.E. Church, 1308 Auburn St., with the event themed "Embracing Our Legacy to Inspire Our Future," featuring
spoken word, local vendors and cultural programming from 4–7 p.m.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026; St. Luke AME Juneteenth 2026

Opelika Family's Story Takes the Stage in New Jersey
A compelling piece of Opelika history is being brought to life on stage in New Jersey this month. "We'll Meet Again: A New
American Musical," running June 18–28 at Bell Theater at Bell Works, tells the story of Heinz "Henry" Stern — who was just 5
years old in 1937 when his Jewish family escaped Nazi Germany. The Stern family eventually settled in Opelika, where they
were welcomed warmly by the community. The production, written by James R. Harris and directed by Daniel Kutner, follows
Henry's journey of escape, acceptance, and new beginnings. The musical has been described as "a great beam of light shining
on the beauty and potential of the American spirit."

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026; stagemagazine.org; meetagainmusical.com

Italian firm Vulcaflex announces $70M investment and 130 jobs at Auburn Technology Park West▶

Hundreds turn out as Lee County celebrates Juneteenth on the Square in downtown Opelika▶

"We'll Meet Again" — an Opelika family's story of escaping Nazi Germany — takes the stage in New Jersey▶

OHS track star Caroline Couey competes at New Balance Nationals Outdoor in Philadelphia▶

East Alabama Community Foundation awards $26,000+ in grants to 11 local nonprofits▶

H2Opelika: Local children fundraising via lemonade stands to bring clean water to Malawi▶

Star Spangled Spectacular with Lee Greenwood set for June 28 at Gogue Performing Arts Center▶
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H2Opelika: Kids Raise Funds for Clean Water in Malawi
Opelika children are making a global difference this summer through a citywide initiative called H2Opelika. The campaign
encourages children to operate lemonade stands in their yards, neighborhoods, churches and other locations through Aug. 31
to raise money for safe drinking water for families in Malawi. The project reflects a growing spirit of community philanthropy
among Opelika's youngest residents. Donations go to support Malawi H2O, an organization working to expand water access
across sub-Saharan Africa.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026

Philanthropy 101: OHS Seniors Learn Impact of Giving
The Philanthropy 2026 Luncheon was hosted at the Nonprofit Center of East Alabama on June 18, capping a three-week
summer program for rising seniors at Opelika High School. Sponsored by the Samford Cannon Foundation, Philanthropy 101
gives students hands-on experience seeing community needs and developing the understanding and desire to address them.
The program is part of broader investment in building the next generation of Opelika civic leaders.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026

Southern Union Celebrates America 250
Local officials and community members gathered at Southern Union State Community College on Thursday, June 18, in the
Southern Room on the Opelika Campus to celebrate America 250 — the nation's 250th birthday. The event featured keynote
speaker Val Crofts, co-chair of Alabama 250's Education Initiative and a Commissioner on the America 250 initiative, with
more than 20 years of experience as a history educator. The celebration included a trivia contest, patriotic speakers and
community programming. The event was part of a larger Lee County America 250 series running throughout 2026.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026; RadioAlabama.net

💼 Business & Economy

Italian Manufacturer Vulcaflex Announces $70M Auburn Investment, 130 Jobs
Governor Kay Ivey announced on June 18 that Vulcaflex S.p.A., an Italian manufacturer of synthetic leathers used in the
automotive industry, is opening its first U.S. manufacturing facility in Auburn. The investment totals approximately $70 million
and will create 130 jobs. Vulcaflex — whose products serve the automotive industry in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico — worked
with the Alabama Department of Commerce's European Office to select Alabama. The company has chosen Auburn
Technology Park West for its site, which is already being prepped for construction. "Alabama is pleased to welcome Vulcaflex
to its new North American home in Auburn," said Governor Ivey. CEO Roberto Bozzi called the North American market "of
great importance" to the company's future.

Source: Governor's Office, June 18, 2026; Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026; City of Auburn
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East Alabama Community Foundation Awards $26,000+ to Local Nonprofits
The East Alabama Community Foundation (EACF) hosted its annual Community Trust Grant Ceremony at the Nonprofit Center
of East Alabama, awarding over $26,000 in grants to 11 local organizations. This year's Education Grants ($8,413) included
$3,000 to Opelika Community Theatre to produce two inclusive theatre shows for individuals with disabilities, $2,413 to
Southern Preparatory Academy for a GMRS communication network, and $3,000 to Worthy2 for mentoring girls in foster care.
Social Services Grants ($18,000) supported food access, health services, and community programs across the region. The
ceremony brought together nonprofit leaders and community supporters to celebrate the grants' impact.

Source: Central Alabama Community Foundation / EACF, June 11, 2026

🏈 Sports

OHS Track Star Couey Competes at New Balance Nationals in Philadelphia
Opelika High School track and field standout Caroline Couey represented the Bulldogs on the national stage, competing in the
girls' championship two-mile race at the New Balance Nationals Outdoor meet in Philadelphia on June 19. The rising senior
finished 89th out of 116 athletes from across the United States and Canada with a time of 11:07.96. Earlier this spring at the
Alabama state championships in Gulf Shores, Couey secured a second-place finish in the 3,200-meter run (10:53.19) and a
third-place finish in the 1,600-meter run (4:59.59). Her appearance at nationals reflects the growing strength of the OHS track
program at the elite level.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026; AlabamaRunners

Opelika Youth Baseball All-Stars Compete at State Tournaments
Multiple Opelika Diamond Youth Baseball all-star teams are representing the city at state tournaments this summer. The
PeeWee League Rookie (7U) and Ozone Rookie (11U) all-stars competed at the State Rookie Tournament in Montgomery
beginning June 4. The PeeWee Traditional (8U) and additional Ozone league all-stars traveled to Montgomery for the State
Tournament beginning June 17. The Observer also reported youth baseball players shining in Oxford this week, with Opelika
competitors performing well at regional tournaments. The active postseason reflects strong youth sports participation across
Lee County.

Source: Opelika Diamond Youth Baseball; Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026

📍 Auburn-Opelika Metro

Long Shot Classic Golf Tournament to Honor TBI Survivor Collin Long
Nearly a year after a golf course accident left 20-year-old Collin Long with a fractured skull and a traumatic brain injury that
flight medics gave just a 1% chance of survival, the Auburn community is turning his recovery into a celebration of hope. The
Long Shot Classic — a fundraising golf tournament — will be held July 20, 2026 at Auburn University Club. The event,
organized by the Long family, Auburn University Golf Club, and the Alabama Head Injury Foundation, aims to raise awareness
and funds for TBI rehabilitation. Collin, who worked hard at Brooks Rehab in Jacksonville, Florida, has made a remarkable
recovery and is now an advocate for others facing brain injuries. Collin was injured on July 30, 2025 when a John Deere Gator
rolled down a hill at the Auburn University Golf Club.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026; Alabama Head Injury Foundation
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Nonprofit Center of East Alabama: Building Community Capacity
The Nonprofit Center of East Alabama continues to serve as a hub for charitable organizations across the region. Founded
with support from the Samford Cannon Foundation, the center houses multiple nonprofits and hosts regular events, creating
opportunities for organizations to strengthen their work in the community. Director Carrie Thomas notes the center's unique
role in helping nonprofits share resources, network and grow their capacity to serve Lee County residents. The center's
Philanthropy 101 program — which graduated OHS seniors this week — and the EACF grant ceremony are among the many
initiatives centered there.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 23, 2026
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📅 Upcoming Events & Dates
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M O N . ,  J U N E  2 9

Lunch at the Chamber
11 a.m.–2 p.m. at 200 S. 6th St., Opelika. Weekly food truck & pop-up
vendor event.

T U E S . ,  J U N E  3 0

O Grows Farmers Market
3–6 p.m. at Courthouse Square, downtown Opelika. Local produce,
vendors, and food. Runs Tuesdays through November.

T U E S . ,  J U N E  3 0

Summer Swing Concert Series
7 p.m. at Municipal Park. Featuring Conner Lorre. Free outdoor concert
series.

W E D . ,  J U LY  1

Capitol & Coffee
9–10 a.m., Opelika Chamber. Monthly legislative update and
networking for business members.

F R I . ,  J U LY  3

73rd Annual Freedom Celebration
6:30 p.m. at Opelika High School Track. Fireworks, Silver Wings
Parachute Team, Route 66 live music, food vendors. America 250
recognition. Free admission. Fireworks at 8:45 p.m.

E V E R Y  F R I D A Y  (J U N E – A U G . )

Street Corner Jam
6–9 p.m. at Maria's Jewelers, 231 S. 8th St., downtown Opelika. Free
outdoor music, all genres welcome.

M O N . ,  J U LY  6

Lunch at the Chamber
11 a.m.–2 p.m. at 200 S. 6th St., Opelika. Chamber is closed July 4.

T H U R S . ,  J U LY  9

OYP Social at Z & Z Cigar Co.
6–7:30 p.m. Opelika Young Professionals monthly social event.

T U E S . ,  J U LY  1 4

Caliber Collision Ribbon Cutting
4–4:30 p.m. Opelika Chamber ribbon cutting for new auto body repair
shop. Location TBA.
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T U E S . ,  J U LY  1 4

She Means Business: Mahjongg
5–7 p.m. Opelika Chamber women's networking event featuring Two
Dot Mahjongg.

S U N . ,  J U LY  2 0

Long Shot Classic Golf Tournament
Auburn University Club. Benefits the Alabama Head Injury Foundation
in honor of TBI survivor Collin Long. Open to community participants.

S AT. ,  C I T Y  M A R K E T  ( W E E K LY )

City Market at Town Creek Park
8–11 a.m. every Saturday through Aug. 29 (excluding July 4). Fresh
produce, local goods, live music, children's activities.

W E D . ,  J U LY  2 9

2026 State of the City
7–9 a.m. at Opelika Center for the Performing Arts, 1700 Lafayette
Pkwy. Annual address by Opelika Mayor. Hosted by Opelika Chamber.

O N G O I N G  T H R O U G H  A U G .  3 1

H2Opelika Lemonade Stand Campaign
Children across Opelika are selling lemonade to raise funds for clean
water in Malawi. Support a stand near you or at local churches and
neighborhoods.
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