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« Opelika IDA public hearing confirms: German cereal giant H. & J. Brliggen KG considered for first U.S. plant in Opelika
« Juneteenth on the Square: Free community celebration at Courthouse Square, June 19 — food, live music & vendors
+ Opelika Summer Nature Day at Wood Duck Nature Preserve, June 20 — trails, guided programs & nature activities

» OHS strength coach raises the bar: Opelika High School's indoor training program earns regional spotlight

« Opelika Blaze travel softball expands to 12U team after OMS program disbanded; tryouts set for June 28 & July 19

+ Lee-Scott Academy coach Buster Daniel departs for AHSAA after six seasons, 47-19 record & 2 AISA titles

+ Auburn's Ja'Kobe Tharp wins 4th NCAA track title; Kayinsola Ajayi also claims national crown

» St. Luke AME Juneteenth Celebration set for June 27 — cultural performances & open vendor market

i City & Government

CDBG Public Hearing Monday, June 22: City Invites Input on $276K Federal Plan
The City of Opelika will hold a public hearing Monday, June 22 at 4:00 p.m. at the Municipal Meeting Room, 300 MLK

Boulevard, to seek citizen input on the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Annual Action Plan for Program
Year 2026. The plan allocates an estimated $276,239 in federal HUD funds toward housing rehousing services,
neighborhood revitalization, public services, and work with community nonprofits. A draft plan is available at the
Opelika Public Library, City Hall, and the Public Works Facility. Written comments must be received no later than 4:00
p.m. on July 24, 2026. Questions: contact Lisa Harrelson at lharrelson@opelika-al.gov or (334) 705-5155.

Source: Opelika Observer (Public Notices, June 9 & 15, 2026) - opelika-al.gov
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Opelika IDA Holds Public Hearing on German Cereal Giant H. & J. Briiggen KG, June 18
The Opelika Industrial Development Authority held its public hearing on Thursday, June 18 at City Hall to consider

a Project Agreement with H. & J. Briiggen KG, a family-owned German cereal manufacturer headquartered in Liibeck,
Germany, for a proposed new food manufacturing facility in Opelika for the production of high-quality breakfast

cereals.

Founded in 1868, Briiggen is one of Europe's leading private-label cereal manufacturers, specializing in muesli, oat
flakes, granola, corn flakes, and cereal bars, with plants in Germany, Poland, France, and Chile. An Opelika facility
would be Briiggen's first North American manufacturing location — a significant addition to the city's growing
advanced manufacturing footprint, which already includes Miele (appliances), Hanwha Defense USA (howitzers), GMB
USA (bearings), and CarTech (metal forgings). No investment figures or job totals had been publicly disclosed at the
time of the hearing.

Sources: Opelika Observer (Public Notices, June 9, 2026) - brueggen.com - opelika-al.gov

Mill Village Roundabout Bids Close June 23; Chamber Hosts Ribbon Cuttings

The City of Opelika's Mill Village Roundabout and Roadway Improvement Project is progressing: sealed bids were
due at City Hall by Tuesday, June 23 at 2:00 p.m. Only licensed general contractors with specialties in highways,
streets, clearing and grubbing, earthwork, and erosion control are eligible to bid. The project aims to improve traffic
flow and safety in the historic Mill Village district.

The Opelika Chamber hosted two ribbon cuttings this week: Threadmob Custom Apparel (June 12) — a custom
apparel, embroidery, and promotional products business — and the Leadership Lee County Class of 2026
Community Market project (June 17,4 p.m., 1606 1st Avenue), co-hosted with the Auburn Chamber. A Uniquely You
Magazine Ribbon Cutting is also planned for June 23, 4:00 p.m.

Sources: OpelikaDailyNews.com - Opelika Chamber Events Calendar - opelikaobserver.com

Public Safety -

Fatal Head-On Crash in Salem Claims Two Lives, Injures Opelika Man
A devastating two-vehicle head-on collision on Friday, June 12, claimed two lives near Opelika. The crash occurred at
approximately 10:47 a.m. at the intersection of Alabama Highway 169 and Lee County Road 140, about seven miles

north of Opelika, involving two vehicles.

According to the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency (ALEA), William C. Smith Jr., 80, of the Salem community, was
driving when his car struck another vehicle head-on. Smith was killed, as was his passenger, Ginger Nicole Smith
McConnell, 47, also of Salem. The driver of the second vehicle, Sir Steven Christopher Bush Jr., 32, of Opelika, was
injured and transported to East Alabama Medical Center for treatment. Responding agencies included the Lee County
Sheriff's Office, Salem and Beauregard Volunteer Fire Departments, EAMC EMS, and ALEA. The investigation remains
ongoing.

Sources: CNAW2 News (June 12) - WAKA (June 13, 2026) - ALEA
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OPD Civilian Handgun Course Held June 13 at Police Range

The Opelika Police Department hosted a Civilian Handgun Safety Course on Saturday, June 13, at the Opelika
Police Range, running from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Covering firearm safety, proper handling, shooting mechanics, and
situational awareness, the course was open to the public and drew interest from first-time gun owners and those
refreshing their skills. OPD plans to offer future courses — registration details available at bit.ly/OPDHandgunClass.

Source: Opelika Police Department Facebook

B8 Business & Economy :

Kylie Hogue Named Executive Director of Museum of East Alabama

Kylie Hogue, an Auburn University history graduate, has been named the new executive director of the Museum of
East Alabama in downtown Opelika, succeeding Glenn Buxton who retired at the end of 2025. Hogue, who assumed
the role in January 2026, is working to expand the museum's community programming and public engagement. Plans
include themed evenings like "A Night at the Museum," lunch lectures highlighting the unique histories of the five
East Alabama counties the museum serves, and efforts to make the museum's more than 5,000 artifacts more

accessible to the public.

Located at 121 S. 9th Street in downtown Opelika, the museum is open Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
Saturday, 2-4 p.m. Admission is free; donations accepted. Contact: (334) 749-2751.

Sources: Opelika Observer (Ann Cipperly, June 9, 2026) - opelikaobserver.com

Kamtec Auto USA Brings $9.2M, 50 Jobs to Auburn — Close to Opelika Metro

South Korean automotive supplier Kamtec Auto USA, an affiliate of Seoul-based Seohan Group — which has operated
in Auburn since 2007 — announced earlier this month that it will establish its first U.S. manufacturing facility in
Auburn. The deal represents a $9.2 million investment and is expected to create approximately 50 new jobs over
three years. The facility will manufacture advanced technical components for engine control and electric management

systems in hybrid vehicles.

Kamtec Auto USA President Chang-Yeong Seo cited Auburn's proximity to Hyundai's Montgomery assembly plant and
Kia's West Point, Georgia facility as key factors. Kamtec will initially lease space in Auburn before relocating to a newly
constructed Seohan Auto USA facility.

Sources: City of Auburn (June 3) - Made in Alabama (June 4, 2026)
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Alabama SUN Bucks Summer EBT Benefits Now Available — $120 Per Child

Alabama families with school-aged children can now access Alabama SUN Bucks (Summer EBT), a program
distributing a one-time benefit of $120 per eligible child for grocery purchases during the summer. The Alabama
Department of Human Resources (DHR), in partnership with the Alabama State Department of Education, launched
the program this month. Most eligible families are automatically enrolled; others can apply at alabama-
sunbucks.com through August 15, 2026. Benefits are accepted at grocery stores, farmers' markets, and retailers that

accept SNAP EBT. For assistance: 1-800-443-3536.

Sources: Alabama DHR (June 8, 2026) - Opelika Observer - alabama-sunbucks.com

@ Sports -

OHS Strength Coach Raising the Bar — Opelika High's Training Program Earns Spotlight
The Opelika Observer spotlighted the Opelika High School strength and conditioning program this week, profiling
the work being done in the Bulldogs' indoor training facility. According to the report by Daniel Schmidt, athletes
across multiple OHS sports have been pushing their limits in summer training as the new school year and fall sports
season approach. OHS enters 2026 under new head football coach Jonathan Chandler, announced by Opelika City
Schools Superintendent Dr. Kevin Davis earlier this spring.

Source: Opelika Observer (Daniel Schmidt, June 15, 2026) - opelikaschools.org

Lee-Scott Academy Coach Buster Daniel Steps Down to Join AHSAA

Lee-Scott Academy head football coach Buster Daniel has resigned after six successful seasons with the Auburn-based
Warriors to accept a position with the Alabama High School Athletic Association (AHSAA). During his tenure, Daniel
built a program that went 47-19, won two AISA state championships (including back-to-back titles), and successfully
transitioned the school from AISA to AHSAA competition in 2024. Lee-Scott Academy Athletic Director Clay McCall
expressed gratitude for Daniel's contributions and began the search for his successor.

Source: Opelika Observer (June 8-15, 2026) - Lee-Scott Academy

Opelika Blaze Softball Expands to 12U Travel Team After OMS Program Ends

The Opelika Blaze youth travel softball organization, founded in June 2025, is expanding to offer a 12U team after
Opelika Middle School disbanded its softball program. Girls aged 12 and under are invited to participate in tryouts at
West Ridge Park on June 28 and July 19 at 2:00 p.m. The Blaze's existing 10U team was added last May. Private
tryouts can be arranged by contacting Davis at (334) 744-1708 or visiting the Opelika Blaze Softball Facebook page.
Top Shelf Alternatives owner Bradley Haddon has been involved in supporting the program's growth. Participation
costs can exceed $1,500 per player.

Source: Opelika Observer (Daniel Schmidt, June 15, 2026)
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Auburn's Ja'Kobe Tharp Sets World Record, Claims 4th NCAA Title at Outdoor
Championships

Auburn track and field star Ja'Kobe Tharp continued his historic college career at the 2026 NCAA Outdoor Track &
Field Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, running a world record 12.75 seconds in the 110m hurdles
semifinal heat — the fastest in history — before winning the final in 12.90 seconds to claim his fourth NCAA individual
title. The feat capped an unforgettable championship meet: Auburn also won the 4x100m relay national title, and
hurdler/sprinter Kayinsola Ajayi took home the 100m individual championship. Tharp's world record was the first set
at the NCAA Championships since 1976.

Tharp, who previously broke the collegiate 60m hurdles record at the 2026 Indoor Championships in March, is now
among the most decorated Auburn track athletes in history with four individual NCAA crowns.

Sources: Auburn Tigers official site - Sl.com - NCAA.com (June 10-16, 2026)

Auburn Football 2027 Recruiting Class Surges to Top-5 in SEC

Auburn football's 2027 recruiting class has shot into the top 20 nationally and No. 5 in the SEC following a productive
spring and early summer, according to 247Sports. Head coach Alex Golesh's staff added 4-star defensive end Riyon
Johnson (Virginia Tech decommit), 4-star defensive tackle Nate Combo, and multiple other commits in recent weeks.
The class currently features 14 commits, with half rated 4-star prospects, placing Auburn's average player ranking
among the nation's elite. Golesh noted the Tigers have been "picky" in the process but expects continued momentum
through the rest of June.

Source: Auburn Observer (June 4, 2026) - 247Sports - YouTube (June 16, 2026)

€5 Arts, Culture & Community —————

Juneteenth Celebrations Across Opelika — On the Square & at St. Luke AME

The Opelika community marked Juneteenth with two major events this week. Juneteenth on the Square took place
on Thursday, June 19, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Lee County Courthouse Square, 215 S. 9th St., featuring live music,
food, vendors, and family-friendly activities. The city provided a $2,000 appropriation through the June 2 City Council

meeting to support the event, organized by Janataka Holmes, Henrietta Snipes, and Jacquetta Ward.

Additionally, St. Luke African Methodist Episcopal Church (1308 Auburn St., Opelika) is hosting its annual
Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday, June 27, 4:00-7:00 p.m. — the Saturday following Juneteenth — featuring
cultural performances, spoken word, local vendors, food, and an invocation. The event is free and open to all. Vendor
applications are available at stlukejuneteenth.org. Rev. Monique Summers, pastor, leads the celebration.

Sources: Opelika Observer (June 8, 2026) - stlukejuneteenth.org - Opelika City Council (June 2)
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Opelika Summer Nature Day at Wood Duck Nature Preserve, June 20

The Friends of Wood Duck Nature Preserve and Friends of Creekline Trails co-hosted the Opelika Summer Nature
Day on Saturday, June 20, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Wood Duck Nature Preserve parking lot and pavilion at
the west end of Waverly Parkway. The free public event featured nature walks, guided programs, and outdoor
activities for families and nature enthusiasts. Wood Duck Nature Preserve is a 90+ acre urban preserve offering
accessible trails, wildlife observation, and creek access.

Source: Opelika Observer Calendar (June 15, 2026)

OLLI Brown Bag Series: Historian Presents "Bartram's Travels" at Sunny Slope Annex
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) Brown Bag Series continued on Wednesday, June 17, with Auburn
University historian Dr. Kathryn Braund presenting Bartram's Travels: A Naturalist's View of the American South from
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Sunny Slope Annex, 1031 S. College St. The free public program explored the 18th-
century journals of naturalist William Bartram, whose travels through the Creek and Cherokee nations of the
Southeast provide a vivid window into pre-colonial Alabama landscapes and peoples.

Source: Opelika Observer Calendar (June 8, 2026)

Street Corner Jam & Food Truck Friday Continue Downtown

Summer entertainment in downtown Opelika continued on two fronts this week. The Street Corner Jam, every Friday
through August at 231 S. 8th St., 6:00-8:30 p.m., offered free live music outside Maria's Jewelers. The weekly open
format invites any musician or singer to perform. Additionally, Food Truck Friday — hosted by the Opelika Chamber —
returned on Friday, June 19, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. along North Railroad Avenue, featuring 20+ food vendors and live
entertainment. The next Food Truck Friday is scheduled for July 17.

Sources: Opelika Chamber Events Calendar - Opelika Observer (June 8, 2026)

? Auburn-Opelika Metro

Lee Greenwood to Headline Star Spangled Spectacular at Gogue Performing Arts Center,
June 28

Country music legend Lee Greenwood, famous for "God Bless the USA," headlines the Star Spangled Spectacular at
the Woltosz Theatre, Jay and Susie Gogue Performing Arts Center, Auburn, on Sunday, June 28 at 6:00 p.m.
Presented by Christ Methodist Church of Auburn, the free patriotic concert also features a community choir of more
than 100 voices, a children's choir, and tributes to active and veteran military members. This year's event carries
added significance as the nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of American independence.

Source: Opelika Observer Calendar (June 8, 2026)
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Leadership Lee County Class of 2026 Unveils Community Market Project

The Leadership Lee County Class of 2026 celebrated the completion of its class project with a ribbon cutting on
Wednesday, June 17 at 4:00 p.m. at the Community Market of East Alabama, 1606 1st Avenue, Opelika. The event
was co-hosted by the Opelika and Auburn Chambers of Commerce. Leadership Lee County is a community

development program that develops local leaders through education and service projects.

Source: Opelika Chamber Events Calendar (June 2026)
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Upcoming Events & Dates
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EVERY MONDAY

Lunch at the Chamber

11a.m.-2 p.m.-200S. 6th St., Opelika
Food trucks & pop-up vendors

EVERY TUESDAY

O Grows Farmers Market

3-6 p.m. - Courthouse Square, Opelika
Local produce & vendors through November

EVERY FRIDAY (JUNE-AUG)

Street Corner Jam

6-8:30 p.m. - 231 S. 8th St., downtown Opelika
Free live music — open to all musicians

EVERY SATURDAY (THRU AUG. 29)

City Market at Town Creek Park

8-11a.m. (excl. July 4)
Produce, crafts, live music & family fun

JUNE 22 (MON)

CDBG Public Hearing

4:00 p.m. - Municipal Meeting Room, 300 MLK Blvd.
City seeks input on PY2026 Action Plan

JUNE 22 (MON)

Lunch at the Chamber

11a.m.-2 p.m.- 200 S. 6th St.
Weekly food truck & vendor event

JUNE 23 (TUE)

Business Over Breakfast: Pricing & Revenue Strategy

8:30-10:00 a.m. - Opelika Chamber
Panel: pricing, value & revenue strategy

JUNE 23 (TUE)

Uniquely You Magazine Ribbon Cutting

4:00-4:30 p.m. - Opelika Chamber
Magazine celebrating individuals & families with disabilities

JUNE 23 (TUE)

Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting

9:00 a.m. - 300 MLK Blvd., Opelika
Regular meeting — open to public
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JUNE 24 (WED)

KLM Tasty Donuts & Coffee Ribbon Cutting

10:00-10:30 a.m. - Opelika Chamber
New local donut shop grand opening

JUNE 26 (FRI)

Connect Over Coffee & New Member Orientation

8:00-9:00 a.m. (COC) - 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Orientation)
Opelika Chamber — networking for new & existing members

JUNE 27 (SAT)

Clear the List Pinball Fundraiser

Noon until close - Rock N' Roll Pinball, 815 S. Railroad Ave.
50% of wristband sales benefit Lee County teachers' wish lists

JUNE 27 (SAT)

St. Luke AME Juneteenth Celebration

4:00-7:00 p.m. - 1308 Auburn St., Opelika
Cultural performances, vendors, food. Free & open to all.

JUNE 28 (SUN)

Star Spangled Spectacular

6:00 p.m. - Woltosz Theatre, Gogue PAC, Auburn
Lee Greenwood & community choir. Free. America's 250th.

JUNE 28 (SUN)

Opelika Blaze Softball Tryouts (12U)

2:00 p.m. - West Ridge Park, Opelika
Girls 12 & under; also July 19. (334) 744-1708

JULY 3 (FRI)

73rd Annual Freedom Celebration

6:30 p.m. - Opelika High School Track
Silver Wings parachute team, music by Route 66, fireworks. Free.

JULY 29 (WED)

2026 State of the City

7:00-9:00 a.m. - Opelika Chamber event
Annual address on Opelika's progress and plans

Opelika Weekly News & Events Digest - Vol. 1, No. 10 - Coverage: June 15-21, 2026
Compiled by Viktor Al for Opelika Daily News - opelikadailynews.com
Sources: Opelika Observer, WAKA, CNAW2 News, Made in Alabama, City of Opelika, Opelika Chamber, Auburn University, Alabama DHR
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