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« German cereal giant Briiggen KG to establish Opelika food manufacturing facility — IDA public hearing set for June 18
« South Korean auto supplier Kamtec Auto USA announces $9.2M investment & 50 jobs in Auburn

« Fatal head-on crash in Salem claims two lives near Alabama Hwy. 169 and Lee Road 140

« Opelika honors Jim Sikes with white oak tree dedication for arts advocacy legacy

« Missing person alert: OPD seeks information on Jamiliah Ann Dunn, 48, missing since June 6

» Alabama State Games swimming events hosted at Opelika SportsPlex, June 13

- City approves $1.9M for Tasers, road improvements at Waverly Pkwy & Dunlop Dr

» Downtown June 6: Burger Wars, Touch-A-Truck & Midsummer Market drew crowds

1 City & Government —

City Seeks Public Input on $276,239 CDBG Plan; IDA to Consider German Cereal Firm

The City of Opelika has published its Annual Action Plan for Program Year 2026 under the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) program, announcing an estimated $276,239 in federal funding to benefit low- and moderate-
income residents. The plan covers housing rehousing services, neighborhood revitalization, and public services. A public
hearing is scheduled for Monday, June 22, at 4:00 p.m. at the Municipal Meeting Room, 300 MLK Boulevard. The draft
plan is available for review at the Opelika Public Library, City Hall, and the Public Works Facility beginning June 11.
Public comments must be submitted no later than 4:00 p.m. on July 24.

Separately, the Opelika Industrial Development Authority has posted a notice for a public hearing on June 18 at 8:00
a.m. at City Hall. The purpose is to consider a project agreement with H. & J. Briiggen KG, a Liubeck, Germany-based
breakfast cereal manufacturer, for a proposed new food manufacturing facility in Opelika. Briiggen is a leading European
producer of muesli, oat-based cereals, and snack bars with facilities in Germany, Poland, and France. If approved, the
facility would mark a significant addition to Opelika's growing manufacturing base.

Sources: Opelika Observer (Public Notices, June 9, 2026) - opelika-al.gov
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City Council's June 2 Meeting: $1.9M in Tasers, Road Upgrades Approved

At its June 2 regular meeting, the Opelika City Council approved approximately $1.9 million in expenditures, including a
$688,879 sole-source purchase of Tasers, related equipment, and training from Axon Enterprises Inc. for the Opelika
Police Department, and a $1,222,586 contract with AGX Siteworx for improvements to the Waverly Parkway and
Dunlop Drive intersection. The council also approved: a downtown street closure for the Juneteenth Celebration on
June 19; a robotic turf mowing system lease for Public Works; a memorandum of understanding with U.S. Army Garrison
Fort Benning for a Career Skills Program; and a $2,000 special appropriation to GEMS Empowered for the Juneteenth
event. Public hearings were held on demolition and weed abatement matters at 500-A and 500-B Martin Luther King
Blvd. and 1211 Magnolia St. During citizen comments, residents again voiced concerns about proposed data center
developments in the city.

Source: Opelika Observer (June 2, 2026) - YouTube/Opelika City Council

Opelika Zoning Board of Adjustment to Meet June 23

The Opelika Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 23, at 9:00 a.m. at 300 Martin
Luther King Blvd. The agenda includes approval of minutes and consideration of variances. Residents with zoning
concerns are encouraged to attend.

Source: Opelika Observer (Public Notices, June 9, 2026)

Public Safety

Fatal Head-On Collision in Salem Claims Two Lives

A devastating two-vehicle head-on collision on Friday, June 12, claimed the lives of two Salem residents. The crash
occurred at approximately 10:47 a.m. at the intersection of Alabama Highway 169 and Lee County Road 140, roughly
seven miles north of Opelika.

According to the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency (ALEA), William C. Smith Jr., 80, of Salem, was driving a 2013
Nissan Maxima when it collided head-on with a 2006 Chevrolet Malibu. Smith and his passenger, Ginger Nicole Smith
McConnell, 47, also of Salem, were both pronounced deceased at the scene. The driver of the Malibu, Sir Steven
Christopher Bush Jr., 32, of Opelika, was transported to East Alabama Medical Center for treatment.

Responding agencies included the Lee County Sheriff's Office, Salem and Beauregard Volunteer Fire Departments, EAMC
EMS, and ALEA. The investigation is ongoing.

Sources: CNAW2 News (June 12, 2026) - ALEA
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OPD Issues Missing Person Alert for Jamiliah Ann Dunn

The Opelika Police Department is seeking information on Jamiliah Ann Dunn, 48, who was reported missing on June 6,
2026. Dunn is a Black female with short black hair, last seen wearing a white crop top, brown shorts, and brown house
shoes. She was last spotted in the area of Fruitwood Circle around 2:12 p.m. on June 6 and may be in the Camp Hill
area. A family member has since indicated she may be safe, but OPD has asked that she contact police to confirm her
well-being and close the missing persons case.

Anyone with information is asked to contact OPD at (334) 705-5200 or the Secret Witness Hotline at (334) 745-8665.
Tips can also be submitted through the Opelika Police Mobile App.

Source: Opelika Police Department Facebook (June 6, 2026)

OPD Offers Civilian Handgun Safety Course at Police Range

The Opelika Police Department hosted a Civilian Handgun Course on Saturday, June 13, at the Opelika Police Range
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The course covered essential firearm safety, proper handling, shooting mechanics, and
situational awareness. Designed for first-time gun owners as well as those seeking to refresh foundational skills, the
program is part of OPD's ongoing community outreach efforts. Future sessions are expected — registration is available

online at bit.ly/OPDHandgunClass.

Source: Opelika Police Department Facebook

Property Forfeiture Notice: Seized Firearms Unclaimed

The Lee County District Attorney's office has issued a seizure and proposed forfeiture notice for firearms seized by the
Auburn Police Department, Lee County Sheriff's Office, and Opelika Police Department that remain unclaimed. Case No.
CV-2026-900141 covers the listed property. A complete listing is available at leecountyda.org. Claimants have 30 days
from final publication of the notice to file a claim, or a default judgment may be rendered.

Source: Opelika Observer (Public Notices, June 9, 2026)

B Business & Economy

German Cereal Maker Briiggen KG Eyes Opelika for First U.S. Plant

H. & J. Briiggen KG, a family-owned German milling company and breakfast cereal manufacturer headquartered in
Lubeck, Germany, is considering Opelika for a new food manufacturing facility. The Opelika Industrial Development
Authority has scheduled a public hearing on June 18, 2026, to consider a project agreement to support the venture.
Briiggen specializes in oat-based products, muesli, cereals, and snack bars, with production facilities in Germany,
Poland, and France. A Opelika plant would represent the company's first North American manufacturing location. No
investment figure or jobs estimate has been released ahead of the hearing.

Source: Opelika Observer (Public Notices, June 9, 2026) - brueggen.com
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Kamtec Auto USA Brings $9.2M Investment and 50 Jobs to Auburn

South Korean automotive supplier Kamtec Auto USA, an affiliate of Seoul-based Seohan Group, announced this week
that it will establish its first U.S. manufacturing facility in Auburn, representing a $9.2 million investment projected to
create approximately 50 new jobs over the next three years. The facility will manufacture advanced technical
components for engine control and electric management systems in hybrid vehicles.

Kamtec will initially operate from a leased facility in Auburn, with plans to relocate to a newly constructed dedicated
plant to be built by Seohan Auto USA, which has had a presence in Auburn since 2007. President Chang-Yeong Seo cited
Auburn's proximity to Hyundai's Montgomery plant and Kia's West Point, Georgia facility as key factors. Alabama
Secretary of Commerce Ellen McNair welcomed the investment. This is Kamtec's first U.S. location and third operation
outside South Korea.

Sources: City of Auburn press release (June 3) - Made in Alabama (June 4) - Yahoo Finance (June 8, 2026)

Alabama SUN Bucks Summer EBT Program Launches for Eligible Families

The Alabama Department of Human Resources (DHR), in partnership with the Alabama State Department of Education
(ALSDE), announced this week that Alabama SUN Bucks (Summer EBT) benefits are now being distributed to eligible
families. The program provides a one-time $120 per eligible school-aged child for grocery purchases during the summer.
Benefits can be used at grocery stores, farmers' markets, and other retailers accepting SNAP EBT. Most eligible families
will be automatically enrolled; others can apply through August 15, 2026 at alabama-sunbucks.com. For questions, call
1-800-443-3536.

Sources: Opelika Observer (June 8, 2026) - DHR Alabama - alabama-sunbucks.com

®: Arts, Culture & Community

Opelika Honors Jim Sikes with White Oak Tree Dedication at Southside Arts Center
Friends, family members, fellow musicians, and community leaders gathered at the Barbara Patton Southside Center
for the Arts on June 4 to honor longtime arts advocate and East Alabama Civic Chorale founder Jim Sikes with the
dedication of a white oak tree in recognition of his decades of service to Opelika and the arts community. Mayor Eddie
Smith called the tribute a fitting way to recognize Sikes, whose contributions to local arts have been foundational for
generations.

Source: Opelika Observer (June 8, 2026)

Downtown June 6 Triple Header: Burger Wars, Touch-A-Truck & Midsummer Market
Downtown Opelika buzzed with activity on Saturday, June 6, as three major events drew community members to the
city center. The 12th Annual Burger Wars, organized by the Opelika Rotary Club, featured friendly competition between
local grillers — including the Opelika Police Department (seeking its 5th consecutive Crowd Favorite win) and Opelika
Fire Department — with proceeds benefiting the Food Bank of East Alabama. The Touch-A-Truck event offered a
sensory-friendly hour from 9-10 a.m. and allowed children to explore trucks, vehicles, and machinery from 9 a.m. to
noon. Meanwhile, the Midsummer Market & Northside Classic Car Show ran from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. near the Heritage
House on North 8th Street. Mayor Smith also noted a cancer survivors rally at Spring Villa Lodge for Spencer Cancer
Center. Road closures were in effect throughout downtown from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sources: Opelika Police Department Facebook - Opelika City Council Meeting (June 2) - The Auburn Plainsman (June 1)
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Street Corner Jam Kicks Off Summer Fridays in Downtown Opelika

The Street Corner Jam, a free outdoor music event created by Cody and Maria Foote, is now running every Friday
evening through August outside Maria's Jewelers at 231 S. 8th St. in downtown Opelika, from 6:00-8:30 p.m. The event
welcomes musicians of all levels — from beginners to semi-pros — to bring a portable instrument and perform. All
genres except rap and music with vulgar language are welcome. Chairs, microphones, mixers, and power amps are
provided. No admission charge. For information: (334) 663-2408 or (334) 663-4561.

Sources: Opelika Observer (April 21 & June 8, 2026) - OpelikaDailyNews.com

Flag Day Ceremony at Auburn-Opelika Elks Lodge, June 14

The Auburn-Opelika Elks Lodge No. 1834 hosted a public Flag Day Ceremony on Sunday, June 14, from 2:00-4:00 p.m.
at 1220 Fox Run Ave., No. 207, Opelika. The event covered the history of American flags from the first to the present, with
light refreshments to follow. The ceremony took place on the official Flag Day holiday, with particular resonance this
year as the nation prepares for its 250th anniversary celebration.

Source: Opelika Observer Calendar (June 8, 2026)

Sundilla Concert Series: Abbie Gardner Performs in Auburn, June 12

The Sundilla Concert Series presented Americana and folk musician Abbie Gardner at its Auburn venue (450 E. Thach
Ave.) on Friday, June 12. Known for her resonator guitar work and deeply personal songwriting, Gardner's performance
continued Sundilla's tradition of bringing nationally recognized acoustic artists to the Auburn-Opelika area. Upcoming
Sundilla shows include Jessica Willis Fisher (July 16) and more through October.

Sources: Opelika Observer - Shazam Events - Sundilla Concert Series

&» Sporls

Alabama State Games: Swimming at Opelika SportsPlex, June 13

The 43rd Alabama State Games, held June 12-14, 2026, included a swimming competition hosted at the Opelika
SportsPlex & Aquatics Center on Saturday, June 13. Tournament Director Mandy Johnson coordinated the event,
which featured short-course (yards) timed finals. Check-in began at 8:00 a.m. with competition starting at 10:00 a.m. The
venue was cashless for parking ($10) and concessions. The Games' Opening Ceremony took place Friday, June 12 at
Legacy Arena in Birmingham.

Sources: Alabama State Games (alagames.com) - Bham Now (March 17, 2026)

Back to the Dawghouse Football Camp Held at OHS, June 13

The "Back to the Dawghouse" Football Camp was held at Opelika High School on Saturday, June 13, serving as the
required registration event for the Opelika Youth Football League (OYFL) for the 8U, 10U, and 12U divisions. The free
camp included evaluations and jersey fitting for the upcoming season. The OHS Bulldogs — who went 10-4 last season
and appeared in the AHSAA Class 7A State Championship — enter the 2026 season under new head coach Jonathan
Chandler.

Sources: Opelika Parks & Recreation Summer 2026 Guide - Eventbrite - S| High School Alabama
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Opelika Parks T-Ball & Coach Pitch Season Underway

The Opelika Parks and Recreation Department's T-Ball and Coach Pitch season is in full swing this summer, with games
held Tuesdays and Thursdays at multiple fields. Key matchups this week included June 9 (Tuesday) and June 11
(Thursday) game days, featuring teams such as the Mudhens, Yardgoats, Tincaps, River Bandits, Grizzlies, and more. The
season continues through late July. The SportsPlex is also hosting summer day camps through the end of June.

Source: Opelika Parks & Recreation 2026 T-Ball Schedule

OHS Athletics Announces New 5-Year Nike Partnership

Opelika High School Athletics has announced a new five-year partnership with Nike, facilitated through BSN Sports,
beginning June 1,2026. The agreement designates OHS as an official Nike school, outfitting all athletic programs with
Nike gear. The partnership supports the Bulldogs across all varsity sports programs and reflects the school's growing
athletic profile following last season's state championship run.

Source: Opelika City Schools District News

? Auburn-Opelika Metro

Lee Greenwood to Headline Star Spangled Spectacular, June 28 in Auburn

Country music legend Lee Greenwood, best known for "God Bless the USA," will headline the 24th Annual Star
Spangled Spectacular Symphonic Pops Concert at the Woltosz Theatre at the Jay and Susie Gogue Performing Arts
Center in Auburn on Sunday, June 28, at 6 p.m. Presented by Christ Methodist Church of Auburn, the patriotic concert
will feature the Star Spangled Community Chorus (100+ singers), a children's choir, and tributes to military members.

This year's event also commemorates America's 250th anniversary (semiquincentennial). Attendance is free.

Source: Opelika Observer (June 9, 2026)

Chewacla State Park Events Pavilion Construction Nears Completion

Construction on a new Events Pavilion at Chewacla State Park (124 Shell Toomer Parkway, Auburn) is nearing final
settlement, according to a legal notice published by Toland Construction LLC. The project was contracted through the
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources' State Parks Division. Final settlement notice has been
published, with legal runs through June 11, 2026. The new pavilion will provide expanded event space at the popular
parkin the Auburn area.

Source: Opelika Observer (Public Notices, June 9, 2026)
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17 Upcoming Events & Dates

EVERY MONDAY
Lunch at the Chamber

11a.m.-2 p.m.-200S. 6th St., Opelika
Food trucks & pop-up vendors at the Opelika Chamber

EVERY TUESDAY
O Grows Farmers Market

3-6 p.m. - Courthouse Square, downtown Opelika
Local produce, vendors & food through November

EVERY FRIDAY (JUNE-AUG)
Street Corner Jam

6-8:30 p.m. - 231 S. 8th St., downtown Opelika
Free live music — all welcome to play or listen

EVERY SATURDAY (THRU AUG. 29)
City Market at Town Creek Park

8-11a.m. (excl. July 4)
Fresh produce, crafts, live music & children's activities

JUNE 17
OLLI Brown Bag Series: Bartram's Travels

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. - Sunny Slope Annex, 1031 S. College St.
Historian Kathryn Braund on 18th-century naturalist's South. Free
& public.

JUNE 18
IDA Public Hearing: Briiggen KG

8:00 a.m. - City Hall, 204 S. 7th St.
Hearing on proposed German cereal firm's Opelika facility

JUNE 19
Juneteenth on the Square

5:30-8:30 p.m. - Lee County Courthouse Square, 215 S. 9th St.
Free event: food, live music, vendors & family activities

JUNE 22
CDBG Public Hearing

4:00 p.m. - Municipal Meeting Room, 300 MLK Blvd.
City of Opelika seeks input on PY2026 Action Plan

JUNE 23
Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting

9:00 a.m. - 300 MLK Blvd., Opelika
Regular meeting — open to public

JUNE 27
Clear the List Pinball Fundraiser

Noon until close - Rock N' Roll Pinball, 815 S. Railroad Ave.
50% of wristband sales support Lee County teachers' wish lists

JUNE 28
Star Spangled Spectacular

6:00 p.m. - Woltosz Theatre, Gogue PAC, Auburn
Lee Greenwood concert honoring America's 250th. Free.

JUNE 19 (STORAGE SALE)
Storage Unit Auction

10:00 a.m. - StorageTreasures.com (online bidding)
Storage Rentals of America, 3806 Pepperell Pkwy, Opelika

Opelika Weekly News & Events Digest - Vol. 1, No. 9 - Coverage: June 8-14, 2026
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