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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

» City Council approves nearly $1.9 million in projects — including $688K in new Tasers for OPD and $1.22M Waverly
Pkwy/Dunlop intersection improvement

> Mill Village Roundabout goes to bid; sealed bids due June 23

> Opelika Chamber celebrates 85th Annual Meeting with 500+ attendees at OHS arena

> Here Molly Girl marketing agency marks a decade in Opelika's historic district

> New ribbon cuttings: Boulangerie French bakery (new owner) and renovated Home2Suites by Hilton
> Observer names 2026 All-Area Softball honorees: Beauregard's Lindsey Moulton is Player of the Year
> Auburn baseball eliminated by Ole Miss in NCAA Super Regional sweep (6-4, 5-3)

> Lee County Schools Child Nutrition Department named NxtGen Network Innovation Award finalist

> Burger Wars & Touch-A-Truck returns to downtown Opelika on June 6

> New SportsPlex outdoor pool policy takes effect — fecal accident protocol update

i CITY & GOVERNMENT

Council Approves Nearly $1.9 Million in Equipment and Road Projects

The Opelika City Council on Tuesday, June 3, approved a slate of expenditures and agreements totaling nearly $1.9 million.
The most significant items included a $688,879 sole-source purchase from Axon Enterprises for Tasers, related equipment,
and training for the Opelika Police Department, and a $1,222,586 bid from AGX Siteworx for improvements to the Waverly
Parkway and Dunlop Drive intersection.

Additional consent agenda items approved included: a downtown street closure for the Juneteenth Celebration on June 19; a
lease and repair/service agreement for a robotic turf mowing system for the Public Works Department; expense reports from
various city departments; a memorandum of understanding with U.S. Army Garrison Fort Benning for participation in a
Career Skills Program; and a $2,000 special appropriation to GEMS Empowered for the Juneteenth Celebration.

The council also held public hearings and approved resolutions for the demolition of structures at 500-A and 500-B Martin
Luther King Blvd. and weed abatement assessments for those properties and 1211 Magnolia St. Mayor Eddie Smith
highlighted upcoming June 6 community events including Touch-A-Truck, Burger Wars, an antique car show at Heritage
House, and a survivor's rally for Spencer Cancer Center at Spring Villa Lodge.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 2, 2026
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Mill Village Roundabout & Roadway Project Opens for Bids

The City of Opelika has issued an invitation to bid for the Mill Village Roundabout and Roadway Improvement Project. Sealed
bids will be received at Opelika City Hall through Tuesday, June 23,2026 at 2:00 p.m. The project aims to improve traffic flow
and safety in the historic Mill Village district. Only licensed general contractors with the specialty of "Highways and Streets,
Clearing and Grubbing, Earthwork, Erosion, Site Work, Grading or Municipal and Utility" are eligible to bid. A 5% bid bond is
required with all proposals.

Source: Opelika Observer Public Notices, June 2, 2026

B8 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Opelika Chamber Celebrates 85th Annual Meeting With Record Attendance

More than 500 members gathered at Opelika High School's basketball arena on Friday, May 29, for the Opelika Chamber of
Commerce's 85th Annual Meeting — a venue change that signaled the event's growing stature in the community. The luncheon
event, one of the largest annually attended gatherings in Opelika, brought together business and community leaders to
celebrate accomplishments from the past year, recognize award winners, and chart the course for the year ahead. The event
sold out quickly at member and non-member pricing of $60 and $85, respectively.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 2, 2026; Opelika Chamber of Commerce

Here Molly Girl Marketing Agency Celebrates 10 Years in Opelika

Opelika-based full-service marketing firm Here Molly Girl celebrated its 10th anniversary in May, marking a decade of growth
from a basement startup to a multi-employee agency operating from 807 Geneva Street in Opelika's historic district. Owner
Katy Doss launched the agency after working at marketing firms in Birmingham and Auburn. "l just took the leap and started
it,” Doss said. "l never had any intention of this becoming what it is." The agency serves companies and businesses throughout
Lee County and beyond. Here Molly Girl was named the 2024-2025 Advertising Agency of the Year by the American Advertising
Federation-Montgomery Chapter.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 2, 2026

Boulangerie French Bakery Welcomes New Owner With Ribbon Cutting

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon cutting on Wednesday, June 3, celebrating the new ownership of
Boulangerie, the French bakery located in Downtown Opelika. The ceremony marked a fresh chapter for the beloved local
bakery, which continues to serve artisan breads and pastries to the community.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce, June 3, 2026

Renovated Home2Suites by Hilton Marks Reopening With Chamber Ribbon Cutting

The newly renovated Home2Suites by Hilton Opelika-Auburn held a chamber ribbon cutting on Thursday, June 4. Located in
the Tiger Town retail and hospitality district, the extended-stay hotel underwent renovations and reopened to guests.
Home2Suites serves a high-demand Auburn University market including football games, graduation, and other campus
events. The property is one of several Hilton-branded assets in the Auburn-Opelika corridor.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce, June 4, 2026
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PUBLIC SAFETY

OPD to Receive Major Taser Upgrade With $688K Council Appropriation

The Opelika City Council approved a $688,879 sole-source purchase from Axon Enterprises Inc. to equip the Opelika Police
Department with new Tasers and related equipment, along with comprehensive officer training. The purchase was approved
on June 3 as part of the City Council's consent agenda. The Axon contract represents a significant investment in less-lethal
force technology, maintaining OPD's commitment to modern law enforcement tools. Chief Johnathan Clifton, who took office

January 1, 2026, has focused on modernizing the department's equipment and practices.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 2, 2026

SportsPlex Implements New Outdoor Pool Policy After Fecal Accident

The Opelika SportsPlex announced an important outdoor pool policy update this week, implementing a new rule effective
immediately in response to concerns related to fecal accidents in the outdoor pool. The updated protocol requires enhanced
sanitation procedures and temporary pool closures following such incidents. The outdoor pool and splash park are open
Memorial Day through Labor Day, with expanded hours this summer from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday. Members swim
free; guest fees are $4/day. The SportsPlex summer schedule also includes Float-In Movie nights (Zootopia 2 on June 9) and
weekly Trivia Tuesdays at the pool.

Source: City of Opelika / Spot on Alabama, June 2026

2 EDUCATION

Lee County Schools Child Nutrition Department Named Innovation Award Finalist

The Lee County Schools Child Nutrition Department has been selected as a finalist for the 2026 NxtGen Network's
Innovation Award. The recognition highlights the department's forward-thinking approaches to school meal programs. The
submission is featured in the latest issue of the Served Di publication, a national school nutrition journal. The nomination
places Lee County Schools among the most innovative school nutrition programs in the country. Enrollment for the 2026-2027
school year opened June 1 at the Opelika Enrollment Center at 1206 Denson Drive.

Source: Lee County Schools, June 7, 2026

@ SPORTS

Opelika Weekly News & Events Digest - June 1-7, 2026 - Page 3 of 7



Auburn Baseball Eliminated in Super Regional Sweep by Ole Miss

The No. 4-seeded Auburn Tigers baseball team was eliminated from the 2026 NCAA Tournament on Saturday, June 7, after
being swept in the Auburn Super Regional by Ole Miss. The Rebels won Game 1 on Friday 6-4 and clinched the series Saturday
5-3, advancing to the Men's College World Series in Omaha for the first time since their 2022 national championship. Auburn,
the No. 4 national seed, had dramatically won its regional the previous week by rallying from an opening loss to defeat
Milwaukee 8-3 in a winner-take-all Game 7. Star player Chase Fralick had hit six home runs in the regional. The Super Regional
loss marks the second time in two years Auburn has been swept while hosting (Coastal Carolina swept them in 2025). Auburn
finished the tournament 5-2 overall.

Source: NCAA.com / ESPN, June 5-7, 2026

Observer Names 2026 All-Area Softball Awards; Beauregard's Moulton Earns Player of the Year
The Opelika Observer released its 2026 All-Area Softball awards on June 2, recognizing the top performers from Lee County's

spring season:

Player of the Year: Lindsey Moulton, Beauregard High School — The multi-sport star, who also shines in basketball and track,
had a standout senior softball season for the Lady Hornets, having dreamed of playing varsity since watching from the
recreational fields behind BHS as a 4-year-old.

Infielder of the Year: McCall Clayton, Opelika High School — The Opelika infielder announced her presence this season with
the iconic entrance tune "The Chain" by Fleetwood Mac, and lived up to the hype as one of East Alabama's most feared hitters.
Clayton batted key runs in clutch moments all season.

Pitcher of the Year: Lily Brewer, Auburn High School — Brewer, an admitted potter who applies the same patience and detail-
oriented mindset to the pitching circle as she does to the pottery wheel, dominated opposing lineups throughout the season.
Outfielder of the Year: Karlee Baker, Lee-Scott Academy — The senior center fielder from Lee-Scott showcased the instincts of
a seasoned hunter in the outfield, tracking down fly balls and cutting down baserunners all season long.

Source: Opelika Observer, June 2, 2026

Alabama Sheriffs Youth Ranches Memorial Golf Tournament Tees Off at Saugahatchee

The Alabama Sheriffs Youth Ranches' Memorial Golf Tournament took place on Tuesday, June 2 at Saugahatchee Country
Club in Opelika. The annual charity tournament benefits the Alabama Sheriffs Youth Ranches program, which provides
residential care and support services for at-risk youth across the state. The event drew participants from across Lee County
and the broader East Alabama region to one of the area's premier golf venues.

Source: AllEvents.in, 2026

#5 ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY
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Burger Wars & Touch-A-Truck Bring Downtown Alive on June 6

Downtown Opelika buzzed with activity on Saturday, June 6 as two beloved annual events converged: Burger Wars and
Touch-A-Truck. Touch-A-Truck, held from 9 a.m. to noon, lived up to its motto of "Climb, touch, explore!" as families explored
race cars, military vehicles, dump trucks, and other machinery. The event featured a special sensory-friendly hour from 9-10
a.m. with no horns, sirens, or flashing lights. Beginning at 11 a.m., Burger Wars grillers competed for cash prizes and trophies
as the Opelika Rotary Club's annual grilling competition filled the streets with savory aromas. Tasting tickets were available for
purchase at the event. Mayor Eddie Smith highlighted the downtown celebration in his City Council remarks earlier in the
week.

Source: The Auburn Plainsman, June 1, 2026; Opelika Observer, June 2, 2026

Food Truck Friday Kicks Off June in Downtown Opelika

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce hosted its popular Food Truck Friday on Friday, June 5, from 5 to 9 p.m. along N. Railroad
Avenue and 1st Avenue in downtown Opelika. The recurring community event features 20+ food vendors, live music, and
family-friendly activities. The next Food Truck Friday is scheduled for June 19. Interested food vendors should contact Events
Manager Saffron Koppelman at the Chamber. All participating trucks must hold a current 2026 City of Opelika Business License
and Lee County Health Permit.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce, 2026

? AUBURN-OPELIKA METRO

Argentina vs. Iceland International Soccer Match Set for Jordan-Hare Stadium June 9

In a historic first, Jordan-Hare Stadium at Auburn University will host its very first soccer match when Argentina faces Iceland
on Tuesday, June 9 at 7:45 p.m. The friendly match serves as Argentina's final tune-up before the FIFA World Cup. The game
marks a significant milestone for the 87,451-seat stadium, which is otherwise synonymous with college football. Local fans and
soccer enthusiasts from across the region are expected to fill the stadium for the rare opportunity to see an international
soccer superpower up close.

Source: The Auburn Plainsman, June 1, 2026

SummerNight Downtown Art Walk Returns to Auburn on June 5

Auburn's signature outdoor arts festival, SummerNight Downtown Art Walk, took place on Friday, June 5 from 6 to 10 p.m. in
downtown Auburn. Now in its 20th year, the free, family-friendly festival featured local and regional artists, live music, food
vendors, and children's activities. Downtown Auburn became an entertainment district for the evening, allowing guests to
carry alcoholic beverages while browsing. SummerNight is hosted by the Jan Dempsey Community Arts Center, Auburn Arts

Association, Saint Dunstan's Episcopal Church, and the Auburn Downtown Merchants Association.

Source: The Auburn Plainsman / Opelika Observer Community Calendar, June 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS & DATES
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TUE, JUNE 9

Argentina vs. Iceland at Jordan-Hare Stadium

Historic first soccer match at Auburn's football stadium. 7:45 p.m.
kickoff.

MON, JUNE 8

Lunch at the Chamber

11a.m.-2 p.m. at 200 S. Sixth St., Opelika. Weekly food truck and
pop-up vendor event.

FRI, JUNE 12

Chamber Day at Synovus Park

6-9 p.m. Enjoy an Auburn baseball game with the Opelika
Chamber community.

MON, JUNE 15

LifeSouth Blood Drive at Opelika Chamber

10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 200 S. Sixth St. Help save lives — all blood types
needed.

WED, JUNE 17

Leadership Lee County Ribbon Cutting

4-4:30 p.m. Opelika and Auburn Chambers celebrate Leadership
Lee County class project.

FRI, JUNE 19

Food Truck Friday & Juneteenth Celebration

Food Truck Friday 5-9 p.m. + City-approved Juneteenth street
closure and celebration in downtown Opelika.

TUE, JUNE 23

Uniquely You Magazine Ribbon Cutting

4-4:30 p.m. Magazine celebrating individuals and families with
disabilities launches in Opelika.

SAT, JUNE 27

Harris Family 40th Reunion & Gala

6 p.m. at BJ's Event Center, Opelika. Family celebration and gala
evening.

TUE, JUNE 9

Float-In Movie: Zootopia 2 at SportsPlex

7-9 p.m. at Opelika SportsPlex Outdoor Pool. Free for members,
$4 for guests. Bring your float!

FRI, JUNE 12

Threadmob Custom Apparel Ribbon Cutting

10-10:30 a.m. Opelika Chamber celebrates new custom apparel
and promo products business.

FRI, JUNE 12
The Sound Wall Supper Club

7-9 p.m. Live music dinner event in Downtown Opelika.

TUE-THU, JUNE 15-18

ServSafe Food Protection Manager Course —
Opelika

Two-day certification course meeting ADPH requirements for
retail food permit holders. Pre-registration required.

THU, JUNE 18

Southern Union Celebrates America's 250th

10 a.m.-noon. Patriotic celebration at Southern Union State
Community College.

MON, JUNE 22 ONWARD

Summer Swing Concert Series — Tuesdays

Route 66 / Dave Potts Band performs Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at
Municipal Park. June 23, 30, July 14, 21.

TUE, JUNE 23

Mill Village Roundabout Bid Deadline

2 p.m. Sealed bids due at Opelika City Hall for Mill Village
Roundabout and Roadway Improvement Project.

SUN, JUNE 7-ONGOING
T-Ball & Coach Pitch Season Underway

Opelika Parks and Recreation summer T-Ball season continues

through July. Games on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Opelika rec
fields.
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