OPELIKA, ALABAMA - YOUR COMMUNITY. YOUR NEWS.

Opelika Weekly News & Events Digest

May 25 - 31, 2026
Vol. 1, No. 7 - Compiled by Viktor Al for Opelika Daily News

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

> Memorial Day 2026: Opelika holds ceremony at Public Library; inaugural Legacy of Courage Awards presented to two
WWII veterans.

> Fire Station No. 2 Swap: City Council approves property exchange with East Alabama Health to build modernized
station near Pepperell Pkwy.

> POW-R Initiative Highlighted: Observer covers city's new workforce readiness program linking schools, colleges &
industry.

> Chamber's 85th Annual Meeting: Business community gathers at OHS on May 29 to honor award winners.

> Auburn Baseball NCAA Regional: No. 4 national seed Auburn hosts regional at Plainsman Park (May 29-31); Tigers
advance to regional final.

> OHS Student Honored: Ericson "Moni" Thomas selected to represent Alabama at the 2026 National Student Leadership
Summit in Indianapolis.

> Spring Villa Lodge Opens: New event venue and Penn Yonge Room now available for weddings, receptions &
gatherings.

» Fox Run Expansion Underway: Construction on $40M school expansion began in late May; set to serve 1,200 students by
2027.

i CITY & GOVERNMENT

Opelika Honors Fallen Heroes at Memorial Day Ceremony

The City of Opelika held its annual Memorial Day ceremony on Monday, May 25, at the Opelika Public Library — moved from
Courthouse Square due to weather concerns. Mayor Eddie Smith delivered opening remarks, saying "We come not just to
mark a day on the calendar, but to honor a debt that can never be repaid." LTC Michael "Mike" Venafro, Commander of the
1-507th Parachute Infantry Regiment, served as guest speaker.

In a milestone for the community, Mayor Smith presented the inaugural Legacy of Courage Awards — a new annual honor
recognizing veterans for exceptional service, sacrifice, and continued commitment. This year's recipients were Walter Dorsey
and Orrin "Boody" Brown, both World War Il veterans who passed away in February 2026. A reception at the Museum of East
Alabama followed the ceremony.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 26, 2026 | opelika-al.gov
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City Council Approves Property Exchange to Build New Fire Station No. 2

The Opelika City Council approved an ordinance at its May 19 meeting authorizing a land exchange and lease agreement with
the East Alabama Health Care Authority (EAHCA) to pave the way for a modernized Fire Station No. 2 near Pepperell Parkway.

Under the agreement, Opelika will transfer its current Fire Station No. 2 property at 1990 Pepperell Parkway — a 1961-era
building — to EAHCA, in exchange for two nearby parcels: the former Masonic Lodge Subdivision property at 1991 Pepperell
Parkway and an "IMA Outparcel." The city will also pay EAHCA $20,000 from unassigned fund balance. City officials said the
swap will allow construction of a "more efficient and updated" station with improved road access, while also expanding East
Alabama Health's campus and improving access to its helipad. The city will lease back the current station during construction
to ensure uninterrupted fire services. Closing is expected within 30 days of both boards' approval.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 19, 2026 | YouTube - Opelika City Council Meeting

Planning Commission Holds Public Hearing on Rezoning Near Gateway Drive

The Opelika Planning Commission held its regular meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, May 26 at 3:00 p.m. in the
Municipal Court chamber. Among the items considered: a proposal to rezone a parcel near Gateway Drive from R-4 (Medium
Density Residential) to C-2 GC-P (Office/Retail, Gateway Corridor Primary). A full city council public hearing on the ordinance is
scheduled for June 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. The city also accepted sealed bids for a road paving project on Hi-Pack Drive through
June 23.

Source: Opelika Observer Public Notices, May 26, 2026

Auburn Mayor's Memorial Day Breakfast Draws Community Leaders

Auburn held its 26th Annual Mayor's Memorial Day Breakfast at 8 a.m. at the Hotel at Auburn University on May 25. This year's
guest of honor was U.S. Air Force Col. John R. Wingfield IIl, recipient of the Distinguished Veteran Award. The Auburn Heroes
Remembered Award was presented to the family of U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Eugene Sledge, the author of With the Old Breed. A
free wreath-laying ceremony followed at the Auburn Veterans Memorial Monument at 10 a.m.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 18,2026

8 BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Opelika Chamber Celebrates 85th Annual Meeting

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce held its 85th Annual Meeting on Friday, May 29, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Opelika
High School. Business leaders, community members, and elected officials gathered to celebrate the past year, recognize award
winners, and look ahead to the Chamber's next chapter. The event marked a major milestone for one of the region's oldest

business organizations, whose history spans back to 1941.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce calendar / opelikachamber.com
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POW-R Workforce Initiative: Observer Covers City's New Talent Pipeline Effort

The Opelika Observer published a feature this week on the city's newly launched POW-R Workforce Initiative (Preparing
Opelika's Workforce Readiness), announced May 19. The initiative is led by Opelika Economic Development Director John
Sweatman and brings together K-12 schools, higher education, and industry partners to align talent development with
employer needs. Two new project managers anchor the effort: Grace Dickerson (Workforce Development) focuses on
connecting OCS, Lee County Schools, and Auburn University to career pathways; Madison Bush (Talent Attraction & Business
Retention) works with military transition programs, community colleges, and K-12 recruitment. The city will promote the
initiative under the #WorkforcePower campaign. FuelAL 2026 Summer Intern Experience applications — connecting college
juniors and seniors interning in the Auburn-Opelika area — closed May 31.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 26, 2026 | opelika-al.gov press release, May 19, 2026

Spring Villa Lodge & Penn Yonge Room Now Open for Rentals

Opelika Parks and Recreation has opened two new event venues at Spring Villa Park. The Penn Yonge Room, located in the
renovated dining hall of the historic Penn Yonge House, accommodates up to 50 guests and rents for $400 for a four-hour block
— ideal for parties, showers, and small receptions. The newly built Spring Villa Lodge is now booking summer and fall
weddings and receptions, with weekend rates starting at $4,000 per day (includes 30 round tables, 200 chairs). For rental
information, visit springvillalodge.com or call (334) 752-2492.

Source: Opelika Observer / opelika-al.gov, May 19-26, 2026

Move of God Ministries Holds Ribbon Cutting

The Opelika Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon cutting for Move of God Ministries on Wednesday, May 27. The event was
part of the Chamber's regular ribbon cutting calendar welcoming new organizations and businesses to the Opelika
community.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce calendar, May 2026

%1 DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH

Fox Run School Expansion Construction Begins

Construction is now underway on the $40 million Fox Run School expansion in Opelika. Construction began in late May 2026
as scheduled, following the May 1 groundbreaking ceremony. When complete, the expanded campus at 1100 Fox Run Parkway
will grow from 28 classrooms serving 410 students to 59 classrooms serving approximately 1,200 students — bringing all
Opelika fifth- and sixth-graders to a single campus for the first time. The project, jointly funded by the City of Opelika and
Opelika City Schools, is expected to take approximately 14 months, with students expected to start at the expanded Fox Run in
the 2027-28 school year.

Source: WAKA / Opelika City Schools / opelika-al.gov
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Zoning Change Proposed Along Gateway Drive Corridor

A public hearing is scheduled for June 16 at 6:00 p.m. at Opelika Municipal Court for a proposed rezoning of land near
Gateway Drive from residential (R-4) to office/retail (C-2, GC-P). The proposal was first published in the Opelika Observer on
May 21. Gateway Drive continues to be a key corridor for Opelika's commercial development, particularly in the context of the
city's ongoing growth moratorium review under the Smart Growth Matters plan.

Source: Opelika Observer Public Notices, May 26,2026

2 EDUCATION

OHS Student Ericson "Moni" Thomas Selected for National Leadership Summit

Opelika High School student Ericson "Moni" Thomas has been selected to represent Alabama at the 2026 National Student
Leadership Summit in Indianapolis in July. Thomas was announced by Opelika City Schools on May 27. The selection follows
his involvement in leadership programs at OHS and reflects the school's ongoing commitment to student development. He
will join student leaders from across the nation at the NEA-affiliated summit, themed "Resilience. Respect. Power."

Source: Opelika City Schools / opelikaschools.org, May 27, 2026 | Opelika Observer, May 26, 2026

Superintendent Davis Presents Awards at May 19 Opelika School Board Meeting

At the May 19 Opelika City Schools Board of Education meeting, Superintendent Dr. Ken Davis presented students with awards
including recognition from the 2025-26 Superintendent's Art Show. The board was also presented with the Opelika High
School Perspectives Magazine. In addition, 15 Kilgore Scholarship winners from OHS were recognized — students who must
rank in the top 15 of their graduating class to qualify. The council also recognized OHS percussion students during the May 19
city council meeting.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 26, 2026 | YouTube - Opelika City Council Meeting, May 19, 2026

Lee County Schools Earns NAMM Best Communities for Music Education Designation

Lee County Schools has again been honored with the Best Communities for Music Education designation from The NAMM
Foundation, recognizing the district's outstanding support and commitment to music education. The designation, announced
in April and covered locally this week, places Lee County among more than 1,000 schools and districts nationwide recognized
for investment in music programs. This is a repeated honor for the district.

Source: Opelika Observer Education section | Sanford Middle School news release

Opelika CRS Consultant Graduates from Alabama Partners in Policymaking Program

Sharonica Turner, a Parent Consultant with Opelika Children's Rehabilitation Service (CRS), recently graduated from the
Partners in Policymaking Alabama (PIPA) program in Prattville. Turner also earned the Most Supportive Award, voted on by
fellow PIPA participants. She said the recognition symbolized "the growth, perseverance and heart" she brings to her work
supporting families of children with disabilities. The Observer published her story this week, highlighting the program and

Turner's advocacy in the community.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 26, 2026
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@ SPORTS

Auburn Baseball Earns No. 4 National Seed; NCAA Regional Begins at Plainsman Park

The Auburn Tigers baseball team was named the No. 4 overall seed in the 2026 NCAA Tournament on May 25, earning a
regional host bid for the fourth time in five seasons. Auburn (38-19 overall, 17-13 SEC) was assigned UCF, NC State, and
Milwaukee for the Auburn Regional at Plainsman Park starting Friday, May 29.

The regional got off to a tough start when Milwaukee upset the Tigers 13-8 on May 29, but Auburn rebounded with a 17-13 win
over NC State in a high-scoring Game 3 on May 30. On Sunday, May 31, Auburn beat UCF 9-3 in the elimination bracket, then
completed a dramatic late-night comeback to defeat Milwaukee 8-1, setting up a winner-take-all Regional Championship
game on Monday, June 1 against Milwaukee. "We're excited about the opportunity to have postseason baseball at Plainsman
Park," said head coach Butch Thompson. "Not many programs are able to say they've hosted as often as us in the last half
decade."

Source: Auburn Tigers / auburntigers.com | The Plainsman, May 25, 2026 | Sl.com

Auburn High School Baseball Swept by Hewitt-Trussville in 7A Championship Series

Auburn High School's Tigers (31-14) saw their championship aspirations end in the AHSAA Class 7A baseball championship
series, swept by No. 2 Hewitt-Trussville (34-9). The No. 5 Tigers fell 4-1 in Game 1 at Choccolocco Park on May 21, then 8-0in
the finale at Rudy Abbott Field on May 22. Despite the result, Auburn's 31-win season and run to the state championship series

represents one of the program's strongest recent campaigns.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 26, 2026

OHS Launches Corporate Sponsorship Program for 2026-27 Athletics

Opelika High School Athletics has launched its 2026-27 All-Sports Corporate Sponsorship program, inviting local businesses
to support student-athletes. Tiered packages range from the Premier Sponsor ($10,000+, only 3 available) to the Coach's Club
($500), each offering varying levels of branding, seating, and digital visibility. Businesses can also purchase seasonal digital ads
($500) or commercial airtime ($1,000/game). Season ticket booklets covering six home football games are priced at $72.

Contact Athletic Director Craig Montel by July 17 at craig.momtel@opelikaschools.org or (334) 745-9715.

Source: Opelika Observer "On the Mark" column, May 19, 2026

€. ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY

Summer Swing & Noon Tunes Continue Downtown

Opelika's beloved outdoor concert series rolled on this week. Summer Swing on Tuesday, May 26 at Municipal Park featured
Shannon Cason, performing "solo acoustic covers of folk, pop, and Americana singer-songwriters." The free Tuesday-night
series runs through July 28 at 7 p.m. On Wednesday, May 27, Noon Tunes concluded the May series at Courthouse Square with
Martha's Trouble — wrapping up five weeks of free lunchtime concerts. Both series are presented by Opelika Parks and

Recreation and are free and open to the public.

Source: opelika-al.gov Park Bench Summer 2026 Guide / Summer Swing page
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Piedmont Garden Party Draws Wine & Arts Enthusiasts

Piedmont on Piedmont, downtown Opelika's acclaimed restaurant, hosted a Garden Party on Saturday, May 30 from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. — an afternoon of rare wines, live music, and handcrafted goods from local artisans. The event featured tastings with
six authentic Piemontese winemakers and local vendor booths, bringing a distinctive European flavor to the heart of

downtown.

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce / piedmontonpiedmont.com

Covington Children's Day: Carnival, Free Swim & Fun at Recreation Center

Opelika Parks and Recreation hosted a community celebration at Covington Recreation Center on Saturday, May 30 from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. The free event for children and families featured carnival rides, free swimming, a DJ, food trucks, concessions,
and door prizes — a fun send-off to the school year and welcome to summer.

Source: opelika-al.gov Park Bench Summer 2026 Guide

Opelika Observer Welcomes Two Summer Interns

The Opelika Observer announced this week that it has welcomed two summer journalism interns: Amanda Machamer, who
grew up in Orlando, Florida and found her way to journalism through a love of writing and storytelling, and Gracie Goodman.
Both students are connected to Auburn University and will contribute coverage to the paper through the summer months. The
Observer has a tradition of working with Auburn journalism students on internship assignments.

Source: Opelika Observer, May 26, 2026

? AUBURN-OPELIKA METRO

Auburn City Schools Announces New Administrative Hires for 2026-27

Auburn City Schools named four new hires this spring for the upcoming school year: Josh Harry as principal of Yarbrough
Elementary, Tiffani Croley as principal of Ogletree Elementary, Dr. Duriel Barlow as executive director of Human Resources,
and Keith Wood as head boys cross-country coach. The appointments reflect continued investment in school leadership for
the growing Auburn district.

Source: Opelika Observer, April 28,2026 (covered in week's education roundup)

Live & Local Concert Series at Kiesel Park: Chee Chee Jordan & Friends

Auburn's free Live & Local Concert Series continued at Kiesel Park (520 Chadwick Lane) on Thursday, May 28, featuring Chee

Chee Jordan & Friends Choir from 6-7:30 p.m. Guests were encouraged to bring lawn chairs and blankets. The weekly series,
presented by Auburn Parks and Recreation, runs every Thursday in May. City Market Auburn also returned to Town Creek Park
this Saturday, May 30 — the first of weekly markets running through August 29, 8-11 a.m.

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar, May 26, 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS & DATES
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JUNE 1 (MON) - ONGOING

Lunch at the Chamber

Weekly food trucks & pop-up vendors, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. every

Monday at 200 S. 6th St., Opelika (Opelika Chamber). Also: O
Grows Farmers Market every Tuesday, 3-6 p.m., Courthouse
Square.

JUNE 1 (MON) — REGIONAL FINAL

Auburn Baseball NCAA Regional Championship

#4 Auburn vs. Milwaukee, 5:00 p.m. CT at Plainsman Park. Winner
advances to Super Regional (June 5-7). Tickets: AUBTIX.com.

JUNE 4 (THU)

Home2Suites by Hilton Ribbon Cutting

Opelika Chamber ribbon cutting for newly renovated
Home2Suites by Hilton, 4 p.m. Also: OYP Dog Walking at CARE
Humane Society, 3:45-5 p.m. (registration required).

JUNE 5-7

Auburn Baseball Super Regional (if qualified)

Should Auburn advance, the Tigers will host a Super Regional at
Plainsman Park with a trip to Omaha's College World Series at
stake. Tickets via AUBTIX.com.

JUNE 16 (TUE) - 6:00 P.M.

Opelika City Council Public Hearing: Rezoning

Public hearing on proposed ordinance to rezone Gateway Drive
parcel from R-4 residential to C-2 GC-P office/retail. Opelika
Municipal Court Building, 300 MLK Blvd.

EVERY SATURDAY THROUGH AUG. 29
City Market Auburn at Town Creek Park

Fresh produce, local goods, live music & children's activities. 8-11
a.m., Town Creek Park, Auburn. Runs through Aug. 29 (excluding
July 4).

EVERY FRIDAY IN JUNE-AUG

Street Corner Jam

Free outdoor music & jamming at Maria's Jewelers, 231 S 8th St.,
downtown Opelika. 6-8:30/9 p.m. All genres welcome (except
rap). Any musician/singer can join. Info: (334) 663-2408.

JUNE 3 (WED)

Boulangerie Ribbon Cutting

Opelika Chamber ribbon cutting for Boulangerie French Bakery
(new owner) at 10 a.m. in downtown Opelika. Also: OLLI Brown
Bag — Mollie Waters book talk & signing for Historic Resting Places
of Alabama, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Sunny Slope Annex, 1031 S College
St., Auburn (free & open to public).

JUNE 5 (FRI)

SummerNight Downtown Art Walk

20th annual SummerNight Art Walk in downtown Auburn, 6-10
p.m. Free, family-friendly festival with local & regional artists, live
music, food vendors, kids' activities. Food Truck Friday also runs
in Opelika 5-9 p.m.

JUNE 12 (FRI)

Threadmob Custom Apparel Ribbon Cutting + Flag
Day Ceremony

Opelika Chamber ribbon cutting for Threadmob Custom Apparel
at 10 a.m. Also: Sundilla Concert Series feat. Abbie Gardner
(evening). Flag Day Ceremony by Auburn-Opelika Elks Lodge No.
1834 at 1220 Fox Run Ave., No. 207, Opelika — June 14,2-4 p.m.

JUNE 17 (WED)

Leadership Lee County Ribbon Cutting

Opelika and Auburn Chambers joint ribbon cutting for the
Leadership Lee County class project, 4-4:30 p.m. Also: OYP Singo
Bingo at Whistle Stop Bottle & Brew, 7-8 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY THROUGH JULY 28

Summer Swing Concert Series

Free outdoor concerts at Municipal Park, 7 p.m. Upcoming
performers: Route 66 (June 2), Conner Lorre (June 9), Muse — 34th
year! (June 16). Opelika Band Boosters serve food starting 6:15
p.m.
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