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T H I S  W E E K ' S  T O P  S T O R I E S

🏛️

City &
Government

M AY  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

City Launches POW-R Workforce Initiative to Strengthen Talent Pipeline
The City of Opelika officially launched its POW-R Workforce Initiative — short for Preparing Opelika's Workforce Readiness
— a strategic program led by Opelika Economic Development designed to align education, training, and employment with
the needs of local businesses. Mayor Eddie Smith said the initiative "puts the power of opportunity into the hands of our
people." 

The initiative expands Opelika's workforce team with two key hires: Grace Dickerson, Project Manager of Workforce
Development, who will build local talent pipelines through partnerships with Opelika City Schools, Lee County Schools, and
Auburn University; and Madison Bush, Project Manager for Talent Attraction and Business Retention & Expansion (BR&E),
who will focus on recruiting talent and supporting existing employers. The city will promote workforce efforts under the 
#WorkforcePower campaign. Sector-specific strategies will target manufacturing, healthcare, education, retail, and
hospitality. 
Source: City of Opelika / opelika-al.gov, May 19, 2026

Lee County voters oust 27-year Sheriff Jay Jones in razor-thin Republican primary; Cam Hunt wins 50.84%–
49.16%

▸

New forensic evidence in 1990 cold case: victim was likely a teen, 15–18, not an adult — $5,000 reward offered▸

City launches POW-R Workforce Initiative to align education, training & industry▸

OHS Class of 2026 celebrates graduation at Bulldog Stadium on May 22▸

Memorial Day services relocated to Opelika Public Library due to weather▸

Lee-Scott Warriors eliminated by Glenwood in AISA baseball; City Market returns May 23▸
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M AY  2 2 ,  2 0 2 6

Memorial Day Services Relocated to Opelika Public Library Due to Weather
Due to weather concerns, the City of Opelika announced that its Memorial Day Program has been moved from Courthouse
Square to the Opelika Public Library. The ceremony begins at 10:00 a.m. on May 25, with a reception following at the
Museum of East Alabama at 11:00 a.m. This year's program features guest speaker LTC Michael "Mike" Venafro, Commander
of the 1-507th Parachute Infantry Regiment — a Fort Benning native who also spent part of his formative years in Opelika —
along with the introduction of a new Legacy of Courage Award. 
Source: City of Opelika / Opelika Observer, May 22, 2026

M AY  1 8 – 2 5 ,  2 0 2 6

Planning Commission Set to Meet May 26; Water Board Special Meeting Held
The Opelika Planning Commission will hold its regular monthly meeting and public hearings on Tuesday, May 26 at 3:00 p.m.
in the Municipal Court chambers at 300 MLK Boulevard. A work session precedes at 2:45 p.m. Items include a Bridgewater
Boulevard zoning matter. Separately, a special meeting of the Water Works Board of the City of Opelika was held on May 18;
the regularly scheduled May 25 meeting has been cancelled. The Opelika City Council also held its regular meeting on May 19. 
Source: Opelika Observer / opelika-al.gov, May 18, 2026

👮

Public
Safety

M AY  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6  —  B R E A K I N G  D E V E LO P M E N T

New Forensic Evidence: 1990 Cold Case Victim Was Likely a Teenager — $5,000
Reward Offered
Just days after exhuming remains from Evergreen Cemetery, the Opelika Police Department released a major forensic
update in a 35-year-old cold case: new analysis suggests the unidentified homicide victim discovered in a creek bed off
Anderson Road in September 1990 was likely a teenager between 15 and 18 years old — not an adult as originally believed
based on the 1990 autopsy. The revised age profile reopens missing persons cases that were previously ruled out. 

"We are now cross-referencing this new teenage profile with missing person cases from 1990 and earlier," investigators said.
"We are looking directly at cases that may have been mistakenly excluded in the past simply because of the original age and
height estimates." The victim was wearing a white St. Louis Cardinals jersey, Jordache jeans, and black Ellesse shoes with
multiple pairs of socks suggesting the shoes were too large. A bone sample has been collected for advanced DNA testing. A 
$5,000 reward is now being offered. Anyone with information should call (334) 705-5220 or the Secret Witness Hotline at
(334) 745-8665. 
Source: WRBL News 3 / Opelika Observer / OPD, May 18, 2026
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M AY  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6  ( R E P O RT E D  M AY  1 8 )

Lee County Honors Fallen Officers at Annual Law Enforcement Memorial Service
Law enforcement officials, community members, elected leaders, and families of fallen officers gathered Friday, May 15, at the 
Opelika Public Library for the annual Law Enforcement Memorial Service in observance of Peace Officers Memorial Day.
Hosted by the Opelika Police Department, the ceremony was opened by Police Chief Johnathan Clifton, who told the crowd:
"We've come together to remember and to pay a debt of gratitude to those who ultimately gave their lives in service to their
community." The National Anthem was performed by Opelika High School student Hudson Owen. Families of fallen officers
were recognized during the reading of names. 
Source: Opelika Observer / CNAW2 News, May 15–18, 2026

🗳️

Elections — May 19 Primary
Results

M AY  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

Cam Hunt Topples 27-Year Lee County Sheriff Jay Jones in Historic Upset
In one of the most closely-watched local races of the cycle, former Lee County Sheriff's deputy Cameron "Cam" Hunt
narrowly defeated incumbent Sheriff Jay Jones in the Republican primary for Lee County Sheriff. Hunt received 9,301
votes (50.84%) to Jones' 8,994 votes (49.16%) — a margin of just 307 votes out of 18,295 cast. Jones had served as sheriff
since 1998. 

The background to the race included an unusual twist: Jones had fired Hunt from his deputy position after Hunt announced
his candidacy. The Republican nominee will be effectively unopposed in the November 3 general election. With only about
13.9% of registered Lee County voters casting ballots, turnout was modest. With no Democratic opponent having filed, Hunt
is expected to become the next Lee County Sheriff. 
Source: Opelika Observer / CNAW2 News / The Auburn Plainsman, May 19–20, 2026

M AY  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

Other Lee County Primary Results
Selected results from Lee County's May 19 Republican primary:

R A C E C A N D I D AT E V OT E S %

Lee County Sheriff Cameron Hunt ✓ 9,301 50.84%

Jay Jones (incumbent) 8,994 49.16%

Lee Co. Commission Dist. 2 Ross Morris (incumb.) ✓ 1,890 60.71%

Lee Co. Commission Dist. 4 Tony Langley (incumb.) ✓ 3,142 56.09%

Lee Co. Commission Dist. 5 (Dem.) Richard LaGrand Sr. ✓ 1,786 60.18%

Lee Co. Coroner Daniel Sexton (incumb.) ✓ 9,836 66.08%

Governor (statewide) Tommy Tuberville (R) ✓ 85.48% of Republican vote

Source: AL Secretary of State / The Auburn Plainsman / Wikipedia, May 19–20, 2026
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🎓 Education

M AY  2 2 ,  2 0 2 6

Opelika High School Celebrates Class of 2026 Commencement
Opelika High School held its 2026 graduation ceremony Friday, May 22, at 7:00 p.m. at Bulldog Stadium. Principal Kelly
Fischer welcomed families and guests on behalf of OHS faculty and staff. The ceremony featured remarks from
Superintendent Dr. Kevin Davis and school board members including Dr. Kevin Royal, Pearson Osenbrook, Antoine Harvest,
Tippy Miller, as well as the National Honor Society vice president Akquila Driver, who delivered the class poem. The
ceremony marked another milestone for Opelika City Schools, which earned a CLAS School of Distinction designation
earlier this spring. 
Source: Opelika City Schools / YouTube (2026 OHS Graduation), May 22–23, 2026

O N G O I N G  —  D E A D L I N E  M AY  3 1

FuelAL Summer Intern Program Applications Open Through May 31
College juniors and seniors interning with companies in the Auburn-Opelika area are encouraged to apply for the 2026 FuelAL
Summer Intern Experience before the May 31 deadline. The program — supported by Innovate Alabama and the Economic
Development Partnership of Alabama (EDPA) — connects students to the region's culture, industries, and communities
through immersive activities, mentorship, and professional development. This is Auburn's fourth year offering FuelAL
programming. Applications and info at FuelAL.com or contact Trevor Cook at tcook@auburnal.gov. 
Source: City of Opelika / City of Auburn / openline.auburnalabama.org, April 14, 2026

🏈 Sports

M AY  1 3  &  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6

Glenwood Dominates Lee-Scott to End Warriors' AISA Baseball Season
The Lee-Scott Academy Warriors' baseball season has come to an end after suffering a pair of lopsided losses to the
Glenwood Gators in AISA postseason play. On May 13, Glenwood defeated Lee-Scott 16-0, ending the Warriors' nine-game
winning streak. The teams met again later that same day with Glenwood winning 14-3. Lee-Scott finished the season at
25-11. Glenwood, a perennial powerhouse with 24 state titles to their credit, advanced in the AISA Class AAA bracket. The
Warriors had reached the AISA 3A baseball semifinals last week before being eliminated. 
Source: MaxPreps / Opelika Observer, May 18, 2026

M AY  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

Loachapoka Indians Reflect on Season After Early Exit
The Loachapoka Indians baseball team reflected on lessons learned after their postseason run came to an early close. An
Opelika Observer story published May 19 covered the Indians' takeaways from the 2026 campaign. Loachapoka, a small school
with a dedicated athletic program, faced challenges in the final stretch of the season. The team's continued participation in
AISA postseason play reflects the growth of the program. 
Source: Opelika Observer, May 19, 2026
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🎭

Arts, Culture &
Community

M AY  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

Steep Canyon Rangers & Della Mae to Play
Ham Amphitheater May 21
The acclaimed North Carolina bluegrass band Steep
Canyon Rangers, performing alongside Della Mae, will take
the stage at Auburn University's Ham Amphitheatre
(Gogue Performing Arts Center) on Thursday, May 21 at 7:00
p.m. The Rangers — fifteen-studio-album veterans — are on
the cusp of releasing their new album Next Act. Tickets are
available at the Gogue box office and online at aub.ie/gpac-
tickets. Cost varies by seat location. 
Source: Opelika Observer / Auburn University Events, May 19, 2026

W E E K  O F  M AY  1 6 ,  2 0 2 6

Watoola Methodist Church Celebrates 50th
Annual Barbecue
On Saturday, May 16, Watoola Methodist Church held its 
50th annual barbecue — a beloved community tradition —
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The milestone celebration
featured slow-cooked pit barbecue chicken and pork,
Brunswick stew, coleslaw, and homemade baked goods.
Live music was provided by the Cooper Creek Band, playing
rock and gospel from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The church is
located at 1370 Lee Road 38, approximately 13 miles south
of Opelika on Highway 51. All proceeds benefit church
projects. 
Source: Opelika Observer, April 21 / May 16, 2026

M AY  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6

Shoofly Farms Expands to Host Intimate Weddings and Celebrations
Shoofly Farms in East Alabama (Waverly, AL) is expanding beyond weekend visitors to now welcome couples for intimate
weddings and celebrations on its 200-acre property. The farm-style venue — featuring walking trails, an indoor/outdoor gym,
sports court, full-size pickleball court, farm animals, and eight building/room options — can accommodate up to 20 people
across the property, making it ideal for micro-weddings. Established in 2009 by Michael and Louise Cardoza, the Auburn Bed &
Breakfast at Shoofly Farm is located about 12 miles from Auburn. More at auburnbedandbreakfast.com. 
Source: Opelika Observer / WeddingWire, May 18, 2026
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📍

Auburn-Opelika
Metro

M AY  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

Auburn City Council Approves Hemp Zoning Ordinance Amendment
The Auburn City Council voted 6-1 on May 19 to approve a zoning ordinance amendment formalizing where consumable
hemp retailers may operate within city limits. The vote follows the council's adoption of an initial hemp ordinance in March,
stemming from Alabama's HB445 (2025) which authorized the Alabama ABC Board to regulate consumable hemp products.
Under the new amendment, three retailer types are now addressed in the zoning code: specialty retailers (must hold a
package liquor license or sell only hemp products), pharmacies (may sell topical/sublingual products only), and retail food
stores (beverages only, in supermarket-style stores). Ward 5 Council Member Sonny Moreman cast the lone dissenting vote. 
Source: Opelika Observer, May 19, 2026

M AY  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

Auburn Names Olympic Gold Medalist Tyler McGill as Director of External Engagement
Auburn University's swimming program announced that Tyler McGill — 15-time All-American, Olympic Gold Medalist, and
2010 Auburn graduate — is returning to the Plains as Director of External Engagement and Performance Science under head
coach Ryan Wochomurka. "I am blessed beyond measure to be returning to Auburn," McGill said. McGill brings both elite
athletic achievement and community connection back to the program that launched his career. 
Source: Auburn Athletics / Opelika Observer, May 19, 2026

O P E N I N G  M AY  2 3 ,  2 0 2 6

City Market Returns to Town Creek Park for 2026 Season
City Market returns for the 2026 season beginning Saturday, May 23, at Town Creek Park in Auburn and will continue each
Saturday through August 29 from 8 to 11 a.m. (excluding July 4). The market features fresh produce, locally made goods,
handcrafted items, live music, and children's activities. Community members are invited to support local growers, makers, and
artisans throughout the summer. For more information, visit the City Market Auburn page. 
Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar, May 18, 2026
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📅

Upcoming Events &
Dates

M O N . ,  M A Y  2 5  —  1 0 : 0 0  A . M .

Opelika Memorial Day Services
Relocated to Opelika Public Library (weather). Reception follows at
Museum of East Alabama at 11 a.m. Guest speaker: LTC Michael
Venafro. Free and open to the public.

M O N . ,  M A Y  2 5  —  8 : 0 0  A . M .

26th Annual Mayor's Memorial Day Breakfast
(Auburn)
Hotel at Auburn University & Dixon Conference Center. Guest of honor:
Col. John R. Wingfield III. Tickets $25/person or $250 for table of 10.
Wreath-laying at 10 a.m. after breakfast.

M O N . ,  M A Y  2 5  —  1 1  A . M .  TO  2  P. M .

Food Truck Monday at the Chamber
Opelika Chamber of Commerce, 200 S. Sixth St. Weekly food truck and
pop-up vendor event. Free to attend — food for purchase.

T U E . ,  M A Y  2 6  —  3 : 0 0  P. M .

Opelika Planning Commission Meeting
Municipal Court chambers, 300 MLK Boulevard. Regular meeting with
public hearings on zoning matters including Bridgewater Boulevard.
Work session at 2:45 p.m.

T H U. ,  M A Y  2 8  ( O N G O I N G )

Live & Local Concert Series (Auburn)
Kiesel Park, 520 Chadwick Lane, Auburn. Free concerts 6–7:30 p.m. May
28 features Chee Chee Jordan & Friends Choir. Bring lawn chairs &
blankets.

S AT. ,  M A Y  3 0  —  2 : 0 0  P. M .

Suite Morality Grand Opening Experience
"The Power of Ownership" grand opening celebration at 2812
Pepperell Pkwy, Opelika. Event celebrates the opening of this new
Opelika business.

S AT. ,  M A Y  3 0  —  7 : 0 0  P. M .

Standup Comedy at Red Clay Brewing Co.
Live standup comedy at Red Clay Brewing Company, Opelika. Check
Eventbrite for ticket prices and details.

E V E R Y  T U E .  —  3  TO  6  P. M .

O Grows Farmers Market
Courthouse Square, downtown Opelika. Fresh produce, local vendors.
Runs through November. Free to browse.

S TA R T I N G  J U N E  —  E V E R Y  F R I .  N I G H T

Street Corner Jam at Maria's Jewelers
231 S 8th St., downtown Opelika. Free live music & jamming, 6–8:30/9
p.m. each Friday in June, July & August. Inside on rainy days. Call (334)
663-2408.

E V E R Y  S AT.  —  8  TO  1 1  A . M .

City Market at Town Creek Park (Auburn)
Season starts May 23. Runs through Aug. 29 (excl. July 4). Fresh
produce, handcrafted goods, live music, children's activities. Free to
attend.

D E A D L I N E :  M A Y  3 1

FuelAL Summer Intern Program Application
College juniors and seniors interning in Auburn-Opelika area
encouraged to apply. Free professional development, mentorship, and
community experiences. Apply at FuelAL.com.

F R I . ,  J U N .  5  —  6  TO  1 0  P. M .

20th Annual SummerNight Downtown Art Walk
(Auburn)
Downtown Auburn. Artist, vendor, and volunteer applications open
through May 22 at auburnsummernight.org. One of the region's
premier outdoor art events.

The Opelika Weekly Digest is compiled each Monday by Viktor AI for Opelika Daily News (opelikadailynews.com). Coverage spans the previous Monday–Sunday. This
issue covers May 18–24, 2026. Story details are sourced from the Opelika Observer, City of Opelika press releases, CNAW2 News, Auburn University, MaxPreps, The
Auburn Plainsman, Eventbrite, and other public sources. For corrections or tips, contact the Opelika Daily News editorial team. Cold case tip line: (334) 705-5220 or
Secret Witness Hotline (334) 745-8665. 
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