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T H I S  W E E K ' S  T O P  S T O R I E S

▸ Ibraheem Yazeed sentenced to life in Aniah Blanchard murder
case

▸ OHS earns CLAS 2025 School of Distinction honor

▸ Opelika Main Street Downtown Resource Center opens (May 14) ▸ Korean manufacturer DUCK IL USA invests $21M in Auburn

▸ Lee-Scott Warriors baseball season ends in AISA semifinals ▸ EAMC nurse Rose Marie Bryant honored with DAISY Lifetime
Award

▸ City permanently ends color-changing Courthouse Square
fountain displays

▸ Rabies confirmed in Lee County raccoon; pet owners urged to
vaccinate

🏛️ City & Government

City Ends Colored Fountain Displays at Courthouse Square
The City of Opelika announced it will no longer change the color of the Courthouse Square fountain to recognize nonprofit causes,
organizations, or awareness campaigns. According to the May 8 announcement, the coloring system has created significant
maintenance challenges and proven costly to operate. Moving forward, the fountain will remain in its standard appearance year-
round. The city emphasized its continued commitment to supporting community initiatives through other means. 

Source: City of Opelika News Flash, May 8, 2026 (opelika-al.gov)

📅  M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R

Memorial Day Services — May 25 at Courthouse Square
The City of Opelika will host its annual Memorial Day observance at Courthouse Square. Residents are invited to join city officials and
veterans in honoring those who gave their lives in service to the nation. Details on the program and schedule have been posted on the
city's official website.

👮 Public Safety & Justice

Ibraheem Yazeed Sentenced to Life in Prison for Aniah Blanchard Murder
A Macon County judge sentenced Ibraheem Yazeed to life in prison on May 7 for the 2019 murder of 19-year-old Aniah Blanchard —
a case that drew statewide attention and was closely followed in the Auburn-Opelika community. Yazeed, convicted of murder and
felony murder in March 2026, received two concurrent life sentences with the possibility of parole, as well as $60,000 in fines per
count. The Opelika Observer covered the verdict with attorney general Steve Marshall's statement: "Today, justice was served. It is
the sentence that the weight of this crime demanded, and one that Aniah's family has long deserved." 

Source: ABC 33/40, Opelika Observer, May 7–12, 2026
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Rabies Confirmed in Lee County Raccoon; Residents Urged to Vaccinate Pets
The Alabama Department of Public Health confirmed that a raccoon in Lee County tested positive for rabies in early May, as part of
a dual-county alert that also included a fox in Elmore County. ADPH is urging residents to ensure their pets and livestock are
vaccinated against rabies and to avoid contact with wild or stray animals. Anyone bitten or scratched by an animal should seek
immediate medical attention. Raccoons, foxes, bats, skunks, and other wildlife are the most common carriers. 

Source: Alabama Department of Public Health / WBRC, May 6–8, 2026

💼 Business & Economy

✂️  R I B B O N  C U T T I N G S  —  W E E K  O F  M A Y  1 1 – 1 7

May 12 — Jakin Mobile Home Supply (Opelika Chamber) — The locally owned mobile home supply company, with locations in
Opelika, Auburn, and Troy, celebrated a ribbon cutting with the Opelika Chamber of Commerce. Jakin Supply serves customers
across east and central Alabama with parts, materials, and services for manufactured homes.

May 14 — Opelika Main Street Downtown Resource Center (Phase 2) — Opelika Main Street celebrated the completion of Phase
2 of its Downtown Resource Center at 108 S. Main Street with a ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. The expansion, funded through a Main
Street Alabama Project Grant, provides tools and workspace for downtown business owners to grow and innovate.

Opelika Young Professionals Host Patio Takeover at Botanic (May 14)
The Opelika Young Professionals (OYP) — a program of the Opelika Chamber of Commerce — hosted its May social mixer on
Thursday, May 14, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at Botanic, a popular downtown gathering spot. OYP's monthly events rotate through
Opelika's local businesses and are designed to connect young professionals with each other and the community. The group also
hosted a Community Clean-Up event on May 16 in partnership with Keep Opelika Beautiful. 

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce Events Calendar

Chamber Celebrates Completion of 20 Under 40 Class Service Project
The Opelika Chamber of Commerce held an official ribbon cutting on May 7 at the Lee County Youth Development Center, marking the
completion of the 2025–2026 20 Under 40 class service project. The class of emerging community leaders contributed hands-on work and
leadership to a lasting improvement at the center. Applications for the next 20 Under 40 class are now open. 

Source: Opelika Chamber of Commerce / Opelika Observer, May 12, 2026

📍 Auburn–Opelika Metro

Korean Manufacturer DUCK IL USA to Invest $21 Million in Auburn Technology Park
Korean automotive electronic system supplier DUCK IL USA (DIA) announced plans to invest approximately $21 million to upgrade
and expand its facility at Auburn Technology Park West. The investment will establish a clean-room manufacturing operation
producing electronic system components for the automotive industry — including seat adjustment electronics, dashboard
controls, and interior lighting packages — for customers including Chrysler, GM, Hyundai, Kia, and Tesla. The first phase of the
expansion is expected to create more than 20 full-time jobs. "This investment will create a high-tech manufacturing operation of
electronic system components," said Auburn Mayor Ron Anders. The announcement follows recent manufacturing investments in
nearby Opelika, reflecting continued strength across the Auburn-Opelika metro manufacturing sector. 

Source: Opelika Observer / The Bama Buzz, May 7–12, 2026
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Lee County NAACP Hosts Candidate Forum for May 19 Primary Election
The Lee County NAACP Branch 5038 held a Candidate Forum on May 7 at Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church to help voters prepare for
the May 19 statewide primary election. The forum covered statewide constitutional offices, local and state legislative races, and
constitutional amendments. Alabama Secretary of State Wes Allen issued a statement urging all voters to participate on May 19, noting that
while certain congressional district races will be handled separately under Act 2026-612, all other races will proceed normally. 

Source: Opelika Observer / Alabama Secretary of State, May 12, 2026

🎓 Education

Opelika High School Earns CLAS 2025 School of Distinction
Opelika High School has been named a 2025 CLAS School of Distinction by the Council for Leaders in Alabama Schools, recognized
for its "Dawg Impact Groups" — a daily advisory program designed to strengthen student connections and school culture. The
honor was announced at a CLAS awards luncheon in Prattville on April 27, 2026. OHS was one of 32 schools recognized statewide
across eight State School Board Districts. The award reflects sustained investment in student-centered programs at Opelika's
flagship high school. 

Source: Opelika City Schools / CLAS, April–May 2026

OHS Seniors Honored for Alabama Seal of Biliteracy Achievement
Opelika High School recently celebrated graduating seniors who earned the Alabama Seal of Biliteracy, recognizing students with proven
proficiency in both English and Spanish. The ceremony featured remarks from Mayor Eddie Smith, Superintendent Dr. Kevin Davis, and
OHS Principal Kelli Fischer. ESL teacher Brenna Flowers noted: "These students can work as translators in the future and step into the
world as cosmopolitan citizens." Students meeting the standard also received college credit at participating academic institutions. 

Source: Opelika Observer, May 5, 2026

🏥 Community & Health

EAMC Nurse Rose Marie Bryant Honored with Prestigious DAISY Lifetime Achievement
Award
Rose Marie Bryant, a nurse at East Alabama Medical Center in Opelika, was surprised with the national DAISY Lifetime Achievement
Award during a ceremony on May 1. The award — given to nurses who devote their career to compassionate care, leadership, and
mentoring — recognized Bryant's lifelong dedication that began immediately after nursing school. She currently leads EAMC's
wound-care program and is regarded as a model of clinical excellence and patient advocacy. As a recipient, Bryant received the
award's signature "Healer's Touch" sculpture. The story was covered by both the Opelika Observer and East Alabama Health. 

Source: East Alabama Health / Opelika Observer, May 1–12, 2026

Boys & Girls Clubs of East Alabama Hosts 36th Annual Great Futures Gala
The Boys & Girls Clubs of East Alabama raised funds for youth programs at its 36th Annual Great Futures Gala on May 7 at the Jay & Susie
Gogue Performing Arts Center in Auburn. The event featured stories from Club youth, tastings from local chefs, and sponsor recognition.
Proceeds support programs serving young people across Lee County and the surrounding region. 

Source: Opelika Observer, May 12, 2026
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🏈 Sports

Lee-Scott Warriors Baseball Season Ends in AISA 3A State Semifinals
The Lee-Scott Academy Warriors baseball team fell to the Glenwood Titans in two games during the AISA 3A state baseball
semifinal round on May 13–14, ending their 2026 campaign. Glenwood, the defending 3A state champions and runners-up in prior
years, swept the best-of-three series — winning Game 1, 16–0, and Game 2, 14–3 — to advance to the state finals. The Warriors had
previously defeated Thomasville 20–1 in an earlier playoff round. Glenwood entered the tournament with an undefeated
postseason record and is seeking its fourth consecutive state title. 

Source: SI High School Alabama / MaxPreps, May 13–14, 2026

Summer Swing Concert Series Continues at Municipal Park
The Lee-Scott Academy Jazz Band performed at Opelika's Summer Swing concert series on Tuesday, May 12, at Municipal Park (7 p.m.,
free). The 13-week Summer Swing series runs every Tuesday through July 28. The Opelika Band Boosters serve concessions from 6:15 p.m.,
and the Rocky Brook Rocket vintage train offers rides from 6:30 p.m. Upcoming acts include Shannon Cason (May 19), Conner Lorre (May
26), and more. 

Source: City of Opelika / Opelika Parks & Recreation, 2026

🎭 Arts, Culture & Community

Opelika Community Theatre Stages "Hamlet" — Final Weekend May 15–17
Opelika Community Theatre's production of Shakespeare's "Hamlet" runs through May 17 at 1220 Fox Run Ave. (Suite 216, USA
Town Center). Performances this week: Friday, May 15 at 7 p.m.; Saturday, May 16 at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, May 17 at 2:30 p.m. It is
the fourth and final production of OCT's 11th season. Tickets are available online or at the door. For information, contact (334)
400-9660 or visit opelikacommunitytheatre.org. 

Source: Opelika Community Theatre / Opelika Observer Community Calendar, May 2026

Imani Milele Choir from Uganda in Concert at
Union Grove Baptist (May 16)
Union Grove Baptist Church in Opelika will host the Imani Milele
Children's Choir from Uganda in a free concert on Saturday, May
16, at 6 p.m. The Imani Milele ministry rescues, educates, and
disciples orphaned and vulnerable children in Uganda. The choir
tours the United States each spring and summer as part of its
outreach mission. 

Source: The Alabama Baptist, May 11, 2026

Noon Tunes — Muse Performs at Courthouse
Square (May 13)
The City's free Noon Tunes lunchtime concert series continues
every Wednesday in May (12–1 p.m.) at Courthouse Square. Local
band Muse takes the stage on May 13. The May lineup: Silky Tone
(May 6), Muse (May 13), Strawberry Whine (May 20), and Martha's
Trouble (May 27). Bring a lunch and a lawn chair to enjoy the
midday music in downtown Opelika. 

Source: City of Opelika Parks & Recreation, 2026

Watoola Methodist Church Marks 50th Annual Barbecue on May 16
Watoola Methodist Church in the Beauregard community (1370 Lee Road 38, ~13 miles south of Opelika) celebrates the 50th anniversary of
its beloved annual barbecue on Saturday, May 16, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Plates feature slow-cooked pit barbecue chicken or pork,
Brunswick stew, coleslaw, bread, and pickles for $11. This milestone event will include live music by the Cooper Creek Band (rock and
gospel, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.) under outdoor tents. All proceeds support church projects. Tickets available at the door. 

Source: Opelika Observer, April 21, 2026
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📅 Upcoming Events & Dates

T U E ,  M A Y  1 9

O Grows Farmers' Market Opens
The O Grows Farmers' Market returns to Courthouse Square,
Tuesdays 3–6 p.m. through the season. Fresh local produce,
vendors, and community gathering in downtown Opelika.

T U E ,  M A Y  1 9

Alabama Statewide Primary Election
Polls open for the 2026 Statewide Primary Election. Includes
statewide constitutional offices, local and state legislative races,
and constitutional amendments. All registered voters are
encouraged to participate.

W E D ,  M A Y  2 0

India Palace Ribbon Cutting
The Opelika Chamber of Commerce hosts a ribbon cutting for
India Palace, a new restaurant opening in Opelika, at 10 a.m. The
Chamber welcomes the newest addition to Opelika's growing
dining scene.

T H U ,  M A Y  2 1

Suite Morality Salon Suites Ribbon Cutting
The Opelika and Auburn Chambers of Commerce jointly celebrate
the opening of Suite Morality Salon Suites & Hair Health Clinic at
10 a.m. A new salon concept for the Auburn-Opelika community.

S AT,  M A Y  2 3

City Market Returns to Town Creek Park
Auburn's City Market opens for the 2026 season at Town Creek
Park, 8–11 a.m., running every Saturday through Aug. 29
(excluding July 4). Fresh produce, locally made goods, live music,
and children's activities.

M O N ,  M A Y  2 5

Memorial Day Services at Courthouse Square
The City of Opelika hosts its annual Memorial Day observance at
Courthouse Square. Residents are invited to join city officials and
veterans in honoring fallen service members. Check opelika-al.gov
for program details.

M O N ,  M A Y  2 5

26th Mayor's Memorial Day Breakfast (Auburn)
The annual Mayor's Memorial Day Breakfast at the Hotel at
Auburn University, 8 a.m. Guest of honor: U.S. Air Force Col. John
R. Wingfield III. The Auburn Heroes Remembered Award goes to
the family of USMC Cpl. Eugene Sledge. Tickets $25/person; $250/
table of 10.

T U E ,  M A Y  2 6

Summer Swing: Shannon Cason at Municipal Park
Solo acoustic covers of songs from folk, pop, and Americana
singer/songwriters. Free, 7 p.m. at Municipal Park. Concessions
6:15 p.m. and Rocky Brook Rocket train rides 6:30 p.m.

W E D ,  M A Y  2 7

Move of God Ministries Ribbon Cutting
The Opelika Chamber of Commerce hosts a ribbon cutting for
Move of God Ministries on May 27 at 10 a.m. in Opelika.

F R I ,  M A Y  2 9

Opelika Chamber 85th Annual Meeting
The Opelika Chamber of Commerce hosts its 85th Annual Meeting
on May 29, 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. A milestone celebration for one of
east Alabama's most active business organizations. Register
through the Chamber website.

S AT,  M A Y  3 0

Covington Children's Festival
Free community fun day at Covington Recreation Center, 10 a.m.–
1 p.m. Features carnival rides, free swim, a train, concessions,
food trucks, a DJ, and door prizes. Open to all Opelika families.

F R I ,  J U N  5

20th Annual SummerNight Downtown Art Walk
(Auburn)
Free, family-friendly arts festival in downtown Auburn, 6–10 p.m.
Features local and regional artists, live music, food vendors, and
children's activities. Artists and vendors may apply through May
22 at auburnsummernight.org.
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