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T H I S  W E E K ' S  T O P  S T O R I E S

▶ OPD exhumes 1990 "John Doe" for advanced DNA genealogy
testing

▶ Fox Run School breaks ground on $40M expansion project

▶ Lee County Water Festival draws 1,367 fourth-graders ▶ Lee-Scott Warriors sweep Thomasville in 3A baseball playoffs

▶ Smiths Station softball removed from AHSAA playoffs for
violation

▶ Summer Swing & Noon Tunes kick off — free outdoor concerts
begin

▶ O Grows Farmers' Market returns May 19 at Courthouse Square ▶ LCSO honors 16 employees at annual awards ceremony

👮 Public Safety

C O L D  C A S E

OPD Exhumes 1990 Homicide Victim for Advanced DNA Testing
On Tuesday, May 5, the Opelika Police Department — working alongside forensic experts — exhumed the remains of an
unidentified homicide victim from Evergreen Cemetery. The exhumation is part of a renewed effort to apply modern genetic
genealogy to a case that has gone unsolved for more than 35 years. 

On Sept. 22, 1990, the body of a young Black male was discovered in a creek bed off Anderson Road, approximately one-tenth of a
mile from Interstate 85 in Opelika. An autopsy conducted in Montgomery confirmed death by homicide — a single gunshot wound.
The victim is believed to have been between 18 and 25 years old, approximately 5 feet 8 inches tall and weighing around 150
pounds. He was buried as "John Doe" at Evergreen Cemetery. 

"We are hopeful that advanced DNA testing can help us identify our John Doe and bring additional leads in this case," said Chief
Johnathan Clifton. "We saw how genealogy was able to solve our Baby Jane Doe case and are hopeful to bring closure to this
man's family." Anyone with information may contact the Detective Division at (334) 705-5220, the Secret Witness Hotline at (334)
745-8665, or submit tips through the Opelika Police Mobile App. 

Sources: Opelika Observer (May 5, 2026), CNAW2 News (May 5, 2026), Opelika Police Department press release
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A W A R D S

Lee County Sheriff's Office Honors 16 Employees at Awards Ceremony
The Lee County Sheriff's Office held a rare public awards ceremony on Friday, May 1, honoring 16 employees and one community
organization for outstanding service. Sheriff Jay Jones praised recipients for their commitment to public safety and willingness to
serve in dangerous situations. 

Investigator Shawn McDevitt was named 2025 Employee of the Year. Sergeant Justin Johnson received the prestigious 2025 James
Anderson Award, established in honor of Deputy James W. Anderson's legacy of service. Seven officers received the Life Saving
Medal for directly saving lives in critical situations, while six officers received the Sheriff's Distinguished Medal for facing significant
risk in the line of duty. The Punishers LEMC (Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club) received the Community Recognition Award for its
ongoing support of the agency. 

Source: CNAW2 News (May 1, 2026), Opelika Observer (May 5, 2026)

🎓 Education

G R O U N D B R E A K I N G

Fox Run School Breaks Ground on $40 Million Expansion
Opelika City Schools officially broke ground on the Fox Run School expansion project on Friday, May 1, 2026. The $40 million
project — equally funded through city and school system reserves — marks the next phase in the district's long-term capital
improvement plan. 

Once complete, the expanded campus will serve all Opelika City Schools fifth and sixth-grade students, accommodating
approximately 1,200 students in 59 classrooms — up from 410 students in 28 classrooms today. The addition will add
approximately 70,300 square feet, expanding Fox Run's total footprint to about 133,600 square feet. Construction is expected to
begin in May 2026 and continue through August 2027, with students expected to move in for the 2027–2028 school year. 

The project was approved in January 2026 by both the Opelika City Council and the Opelika Board of Education in response to
projected growth across the city and county over the next decade. 

Sources: Opelika City Schools (May 4, 2026), WAKA (May 3, 2026), Opelika-al.gov

Lee County Water Festival Reaches 1,367 Fourth-Graders
On May 5 and 6, the annual Lee County Water Festival brought hands-on science education to 1,367 fourth-grade students from
across Lee County. Hosted by stormwater professionals and volunteers from the City of Opelika, City of Auburn, Auburn University,
City of Smiths Station and Lee County, the event featured three interactive learning stations: Water Cycle Bracelets, Natural Water
Filtration, and Edible Aquifers. Students also enjoyed the ever-popular Live Fish Show, where they met native Alabama fish
species. 

The festival, a collaborative annual tradition, aims to inspire students to become environmental stewards while demonstrating
that science and conservation can be fun. 

Source: City of Opelika News Flash (May 8, 2026)
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💼 Business & Economy

F O L L O W - U P

Hanwha Defense USA's K9 Howitzer Facility in Opelika Gains National Attention
The Hanwha Defense USA announcement — made April 30 and widely covered this week — continues to draw attention to
Opelika's growing defense manufacturing footprint. Hanwha signed a three-year lease to establish a U.S. integration and test
facility for its K9 Mobile Howitzer family in Opelika, representing more than $2 million in investment and approximately 40 jobs in
Phase 1. 

The facility positions Opelika as a hub for Hanwha's response to the U.S. Army's Mobile Tactical Cannon Request for Prototype
Proposal. The Opelika Observer published a full-length story on the announcement on May 5, highlighting the city's role in the
company's U.S. artillery localization strategy. The news follows a string of major manufacturing investments in Opelika, including
Faith Technologies ($79M, 200 jobs) and GMB USA Alabama ($9M, 75 jobs) earlier this year. 

Sources: Opelika Observer (May 5, 2026), Hanwha Defense USA press release, Hanwha Group Newsroom (May 4, 2026)

O Grows Farmers' Market Returns for 2026 Season Starting May 19
The O Grows Farmers' Market is returning for its 2026 summer season, opening Tuesdays from May 19 through Aug. 25, from 3 to 6
p.m. at the Opelika Courthouse Square, 215 N. 8th St. The market, which has operated since 2012, features local produce, fresh
bread, homemade ice cream, local honey, and a rotating lineup of vendors and artisans. 

"We will be rain or shine all year long," said O Grows Farmers Market Manager Antonio Martinez. "The rain or shine really comes
from our farmers and the vendors that make a living out of this." For information, visit ogrows.org or the O Grows Farmers Market
Facebook page. 

Source: Opelika Observer (May 5, 2026, by Kadie Taylor)

Opelika Summer Recreation Registration Opens — Dozens of Programs Available
Registration officially opened May 4 for a wide slate of Opelika Parks & Recreation summer programs, including Day Camps at the
SportsPlex ($210/session), Summer Soccer Camps, Volleyball Camp, Summer Tumbling, Junior Police/Fire Academy, OYFL
Football, and Bulldog Youth Cheer. The Summer Swim Team registration and Mini Tennis Clinics are also now available. 

The 2026 Summer Swing Concert Series also kicked off Tuesday, May 5, with the OHS Jazz Band and OHS Vibe Rock Band
performing at Monkey Park (7 p.m., free). The Noon Tunes lunchtime concert series launched Wednesday, May 6, at Courthouse
Square (noon, free), opening with Silky Tone. Both series run weekly through the summer. 

Source: City of Opelika Parks & Recreation 2026 Summer Activity Guide
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🏈 Sports

P L A Y O F F S

Lee-Scott Warriors Sweep Thomasville, Advance in 3A Baseball Playoffs
The Lee-Scott Academy Warriors dominated their third-round 3A State Baseball Playoff series against Thomasville this week,
sweeping the Tigers in two games. The Warriors won Game 1, 20–1, and Game 2, 10–1, to advance in the bracket. The series
required no Game 3. Lee-Scott continues their deep playoff run in the AHSAA 3A bracket, building on a second-round sweep of
Thorsby the prior week. 

Source: SI High School Sports, MaxPreps (May 6–7, 2026)

Opelika High School Season Ends in Area Tournament
The Opelika High School Bulldogs' baseball season came to a close in the area tournament this week. The Bulldogs fell in
postseason play, ending their 2026 campaign. Meanwhile, the area softball bracket saw Opelika compete in the 7A Area 04
Tournament, where Auburn High finished first. Opelika finished 2–4 in tournament play (10–11 overall). 

Source: Opelika Observer (May 5, 2026), SI High School Sports

A H S A A  R U L I N G

Smiths Station Softball Removed from State Playoffs for Rule Violation
In a significant development for area high school sports, the AHSAA announced Wednesday, May 7, that the Smiths Station High
School varsity softball program has been removed from the state playoffs for violation of the AHSAA Contest Limitation Rule. The
violation was self-reported by the school. 

As a result, Smiths Station forfeited all games in which the over-limit player participated and will not compete in the AHSAA Central
Regional Softball Qualifier Tournament despite finishing as runner-up in the 7A, Area 4 tournament. Auburn High School, which
finished third in the area tournament, will move into Smiths Station's regional slot and face Baker High School in the first round.
Smiths Station was also fined and placed on probation by the AHSAA. Officials described the situation as a "clerical issue" that was
brought forward by Auburn High. 

Sources: AHSAA announcement, Ledger-Enquirer (May 7, 2026), YouTube/Local TV (May 7, 2026)

Smiths Station Baseball Makes Regional Round
On the baseball side, Smiths Station made headlines earlier in the week by advancing to the regional round of the AHSAA playoffs
— a first for the program according to the Opelika Observer. The Panthers' run in 2026 postseason baseball has been a bright spot
for the school district, even as the softball program faced disciplinary news later in the week. 

Source: Opelika Observer (May 5, 2026)
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🏘️ Community & Culture

Boys & Girls Clubs of East Alabama Hosts 36th Annual Great Futures Gala
The Boys & Girls Clubs of East Alabama hosted its 36th Annual Great Futures Gala on Thursday, May 7, at the Jay & Susie Gogue
Performing Arts Center in Auburn. The event featured stories from Club youth and tastings from local chefs, with proceeds
benefiting programs serving area youth. 

Source: Opelika Observer Calendar (May 5, 2026)

Opelika's Summer Concert Season Launches — Two Free Series Begin
Opelika's beloved summer concert traditions returned this week. The 2026 Summer Swing Concert Series kicked off Tuesday, May
5, at Monkey Park with the OHS Jazz Band and Vibe Rock Band. The free Tuesday-night series runs through July 28, with food
concessions beginning at 6:15 p.m. and complimentary Rocky Brook Rocket train rides at 6:30 p.m. 

The Noon Tunes lunchtime series also launched Wednesday, May 6, at Courthouse Square with Silky Tone performing the
inaugural 12–1 p.m. show. Noon Tunes runs every Wednesday in May (May 6, 13, 20, 27) with upcoming acts including Muse (May
13), Strawberry Whine (May 20), and Martha's Trouble (May 27). Both series are free and open to the public. 

Source: City of Opelika Parks & Recreation, opelika-al.gov/746/Summer-Swing

Modern Midways Carnival Wraps Up Run at USA Town Center (Through May 10)
The Modern Midways traveling carnival at USA Town Center (1220 Fox Run Ave.) concludes its run this weekend — Sunday, May 10
— after several weeks in Opelika. Hours are 1–11 p.m. on weekends. Wristbands are $30 and individual tickets are $1.25. 

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar (May 5, 2026)

📍 Auburn-Opelika Metro

Auburn University Celebrates Largest Graduating Class in History
Auburn University this week noted that its largest-ever graduating class is preparing to cross the stage at commencement
ceremonies. The milestone reflects the university's continued enrollment growth and its expanding academic offerings across
engineering, business, education, and other fields. The ceremonies are a major event for the Auburn-Opelika metro area economy
each spring. 

Source: Auburn University News (May 8, 2026)
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Auburn Live & Local Concert Series Returns to Kiesel Park
The City of Auburn's free Live & Local Concert Series returned to Kiesel Park (520 Chadwick Lane) this week, running Thursdays
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. through May 28. The lineup for May includes Auburn High School and Junior High Jazz Bands (May 7), The Band
Established (May 14), The Sally Brown Band (May 21), and Chee Chee Jordan & Friends Choir (May 28). Guests are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs and blankets. 

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar (May 5, 2026), City of Auburn

S'More Fun Under the Stars at Kreher Preserve This Weekend
The Kreher Preserve & Nature Center at Auburn University hosted its annual S'More Fun Under the Stars event May 8–9, offering
family-friendly evening activities at the preserve. The event is a popular community tradition combining s'more-making with
nature walks and stargazing at the preserve. 

Source: Opelika Observer Community Calendar (May 5, 2026)
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📅 Upcoming Events & Dates
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N O W  T H R O U G H  M A Y  —  W E E K L Y

Lunch at the Chamber (Food Truck Monday)
Every Monday, 11 a.m.–2 p.m. at 200 S. Sixth St., Opelika. Rotating local
restaurants and vendors. Free to attend.

E V E R Y  T U E S D A Y  T H R O U G H  J U L Y  2 8

2026 Summer Swing Concert Series
7 p.m. at Monkey Park. Free. Concessions from 6:15 p.m. Train rides at 6:30
p.m. May 12: Lee-Scott Academy.

E V E R Y  W E D N E S D A Y  I N  M A Y  —  N O O N

Noon Tunes Concert Series
12–1 p.m. at Courthouse Square. Free. May 13: Muse. May 20: Strawberry
Whine. May 27: Martha's Trouble.

M A Y  1 1  —  M O N D A Y

Summer Pottery & Tennis Lessons Registration Opens
Registration opens for Summer Pottery and Tennis Lessons through Opelika
Parks & Recreation. Visit opelikaparks.com.

M A Y  1 2  —  T U E S D A Y

Jakin Mobile Home Supply Ribbon Cutting
10 a.m. Ribbon cutting for new location of Jakin Mobile Home Supply,
hosted by the Opelika Chamber of Commerce.

M A Y  1 4  —  T H U R S D A Y

Opelika Young Professionals Takeover at BotanicAp
6–7:30 p.m. Opelika Young Professionals monthly networking event. Details
at opelikachamber.com.

M A Y  1 4  —  T H U R S D A Y

Portugal Wine Class at Peppertree Steaks N Wine
6–8 p.m. Hosted by Katie with United Johnson Brothers. 21+ event. 16
spots; call or register online.

M A Y  1 6  —  S A T U R D A Y

East Alabama Old Car Club 52nd Annual Car Show &
Swap Meet
8 a.m.–2 p.m. at USA Factory Outlets (1220 Fox Run Ave.). Free for
spectators. $20 registration for car show entrants. Rain out: May 23.

M A Y  1 6  —  S A T U R D A Y

Watoola Methodist Church 50th Birthday Celebration
Watoola Methodist Church marks its 50th year with a special celebration.
Beauregard community, Lee Road 38. Details in Opelika Observer.
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M A Y  1 6  —  S U N D A Y

CARE Humane Society 3rd Annual Race for a Summer of
Second Chances
1-Mile Walk/Run at 8 a.m., 5K at 8:30 a.m. 1150 S Gay Street, Auburn.
Benefits CARE Humane Society programs.

S T A R T I N G  M A Y  1 9  —  E V E R Y  T U E S D A Y

O Grows Farmers' Market Opens for 2026 Season
3–6 p.m. at Opelika Courthouse Square, 215 N. 8th St. Runs Tuesdays
through Aug. 25. Rain or shine. Local produce, food, vendors.

M A Y  2 5  —  M E M O R I A L  D A Y

Auburn's 26th Annual Mayor's Memorial Day Breakfast
8 a.m. at Hotel at Auburn University & Dixon Conference Center. Guest of
honor: Col. John R. Wingfield III. Tickets $25/person at Auburn City Hall.
Wreath laying ceremony at 10 a.m.

M A Y  3 0  —  S A T U R D A Y

Covington Children's Day Festival
10 a.m.–1 p.m. at Covington Recreation Center (213 Carver Ave.). Carnival
rides, free swim, train rides, food trucks, DJ, door prizes. Free event.

O N G O I N G  —  R E G I S T R A T I O N S  O P E N

Summer 2026 Programs at Opelika Parks & Rec
Day Camps, Soccer, Volleyball, Junior Police/Fire Academy, OYFL Football,
Youth Cheer, Swim Team, T-Ball and more. Visit opelikaparks.com.

The Opelika Weekly Digest is compiled every Monday for the previous week's news. Sources include the Opelika Observer, City of Opelika official
releases, Opelika City Schools, CNAW2 News, WAKA/ABC 33/40, Made in Alabama, MaxPreps, SI High School, and other local outlets. 

For daily news, visit opelikadailynews.com. 
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